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PREFACE. 



HAVING resided many yean in Prince Edward 
Island, and being much interested in its prosperity, 
I have ventured (though conscious of my want of 
abilities to do justice to the subject) to print the fol- 
lowtng account, of that Island, which I trust will be 
fonnd just and correct as far as it goes : the object is 
to make the Colony better known among those who ore 
interested in its prosperity, or on whose judgment 
and determinations its future prospests depend, and I 
flatter myself, that the account wliich I hate giveu. 
of the progress and state of the settlement, will shew 
that any disappointment which has been experienced 
in regard to its colonization and settlement, is fairly to 
b« charged to the neglect of many of those into 
whose hands, the property of the lands unfortunately 
fell, and not to any defect in the climate or soil. 
The accounts of the Island which were published soon 
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after its conquest, were so favourable, both in regard 
to its fertilitj', and the natural beauty of the couutry, 
that a great part of the proprietors (who never saw 
the Island) seem to have expected, that it was to 
be settled by a resort of people in consequence of 
its natural advantages, without any exerUon on their 
part, and that their large granfs of forest lands were 
to be converted into valuable estates, by the labou' 
and exertions of people, ^ho they expected would be 
tempted to resort to, and settle in the Island, as their 
tenants, without any expence or exertion on their 
part. 

They did not consider, that it wag in the neighbour- 
hood of a vast continent, in many pans of whldi, 
lands were to be obtiiined by grant from the Crown, 
in such tracts as were suitable to every class of ad- 
venturers, and that men emigrating at their own ex- 
pence from E'lrope, to seek for settlements in Ame- 
rica, would naturally resort to countries in which they 
might be able to obtain lauds from Government in 
perpetuity, rather than to a country where the 
whole of the soil, though unculiiyeted, was private 
.property, and in which they could only, settle as 
tenants to ,peopIe who themselves were making no 
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fxeitiona for the benefit of the countrj;, or contri- 
butiiig ia aoy respect to alleviate the dilBcalties inci- 
dent to ita aitaatioa and circumstaaces. 

Tothis anfortunate mistake in the conduct of the 
proprietors, is to be attributed tbe slow progress the 
colony mad^ for many years ; but the principal diffi- 
culties of a new settlement being now surmounted^ 
l»etier prospects seem to opeii upop its future pro- 
gress] many of tliose, by whose connection with the 
colony its settlement was so long impeded, have re- 
tired; apd have been succeeded by others who have 
ntore activity, and juster views of thoir own interest, 
and ^e value of the country; and should the mea- 
sures which have been in contemplation for the be- 
nefit of the colony, be carried into effect, there can 
be no doubt but its future progress to complete cul- 
tivauon and settlement will be as rapid, as it has 
hitherto been remarkably slow. 

Since the following pages were written, I have seen 
two recent publications, one entitled " Strictures and 
" Remarks oji the Earl of Selkirk's Observations, 5fc. 
" by Robert Brown, Esq." the other, " Remarks on 
" the pari of Selkirk's Observaliomf ifc. (anonymous)" 
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1 am no " trader in emigration," but in justice to my 
fellow subjecu io the British Colonies, I cannot avoid 
taking notice of some things contained in these 
publicaiions. 

If the stale of the Highlands, and the prospects of 
improvement under the judicious system of management 
DOW said to be pursuing for that purpose, is such as these 
writers represent it to be, I cannot conceive any 
necessity for that vela of misrcpresentaUonj that 
runs through these books as to the state of the co- 
lonics, and the prospects to be expected from settling 
in tliem ; they have their difficulties, that is certain, 
and any miiu that emigrates, under an idea that he 
is going to a country where he is to live without 
labour is most grossly deceived : on the ^contrary 
every man who expects to thrive in a new country 
must work and be industrious, they are not calculated 
for indolent dissipated people, such will find in old coun- 
triesmany substitutes of which they will here be entirely 
destitute, and we think it suffieient to say, that the 
natural and moral state of things in the colonies is 
such, as promises to every industrious man an ample 
reward for his labour, with a ceitainty of leaving his 
family if not wealthy, still with such prospects as will 
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divest his mind of all utziety on their eccoant : I 
do not mean to make any ctfmparisoDS ; I, am no wa; 
desirous of holding out inceiuiTes to Highland emt- 
gratioDj and I could appeal to very distinguished 
Members of the Highland Society on that subject ; 
but as a colonic I cannot help saying, that these gen- 
tlonen have taken most unirarrantable liberties with 
their fellow subjects in asserting, that^ a aytttm of 
e^onage is established in the colonies> to prevent 
letters giving an anfavourable account of their a&irs 
from reaching this country ; and that letters purport- 
ing to be written by emigrants to their friends in Scot- 
land, giving a flattering acconnt of tbe country, are 
manufactured there, and transmitted for the purpose 
of deceiviDg others : these are heavy chaiges, and 
shonid not have been hazarded lightly ; I have been 
five and thirty years acquainted with the colonies, 
and will venture to assert, that no evidence to justify 
such an infamous charge can be produced : any per- 
son acquainted with the state of these (Miuntries, 
will be satisfied that the first part of the charge 
must be unfounded, as the greatest part of the letters 
sent from thence to this country are by private hands, 
and merchant ships, that load in tbe different ports ; 
thes.e cannot be all " traders in emigration," or in- 
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ttrfist^a i6 <Jalo*i^ their fellow Ml^eott, and ep. 
ppftuaities (^ thi4 kind oedW too f«q»eH%, and 
fiiMS iush a variety t>t piaee* sm to matte seeh 
dtlempbl ImpfactkaU^, and as to the criminal trick 
ilnittited to them, of writing letteB in the name of 
pbof p*ople who cannot read or write theHiselT«9, ! 
IteUeve it » eqtwJly without foundation ; it ia possiWe 
that MCh a thiag may hare been done, and therefore 
it in easily asa«it«d ; aOd that mny serve a temporary 
•orpoBO where better matter Is not at hand, but t 
wiH ysnture " to faretell without being inured tpith 
the sfnpi> of Prophtcy, or gifted with the second sight J" 
di8t if the account which these pnWications give of 
the prceent state o? tihe Highlands, is not better 
f lunded, than are the charges agaanst the colonists, 
dtat betbre Highland emigration is stopped very d'tf- 
ferent measures tlian any yet resorti^ to, will become 
necessary : the account v'^i^^^ ' hav6 herf given of 
the condtict of the proprietors of Prince Edward 
Island, will shew how little foundation there can be 
for sapposing any of them connected with such prac* 
tices; from 1776 until 1803, not one of them was 
concerned in carrying a single emigrant from Scot- 
land, and with respect to the common settlers a grent 
manj of them are so far from wishing to encourage 
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ratioa to thelslandj tliat tfeey 60 vfeey thing i« 
thsif povertojnevent it: cvct^ nan ibatcoiiMf^totbi 
qaiktQy i» l»3k«d spon \fy many o£ the old settlns ts ■ 
Bnirdane'toiheiii,a& itlewctuthe cbanw of gettkig 
theiands escheated fornoD-performanceof theieriM^ 
settlement ; an object nliicli they have long coasidered 
umttoh mor* mtareeilng to them -than any benefit to 
Iw expected by encouragUig cb«ii' fHei]<}> <n Scotland 
tebeeotnetb^ ncigtitKrurs.; I have mwe ftan once 
«itn«6Md gfeat cba^in and difa^^mintmeDt among 
them on atiy tccpuipa of iobabiHuitSi partieiilarly 
among the Higblaodera, viiio being more addicted ta 
' raising cattle tbftn agriculjtare, leqnire, according to 
the cuttom of ttieir aoancry, lai^ bounds; which 
nalMB ^em <>Aen think tb*t a towcubip 16 littleeDOugb 
for them when it does not contain, perbape, twenty 
fiiu^«B : theijB are facta well Imowa ia tbe ielasd, and 
wiil account naturally enoogh for the dismal letten 
ivhitib Mr. Bruwn stat«9 to tutve been Kceived from 
that country. 

Gha^iof acfimincd and disgraceivr natere aghast 
a distant ooipmnnity of out fellow subjects, wbo are so 
situated as to have no means of guarding against or re- 
pelling such attacks, till after they have, ptobably, had 
the full effect intended by their accusers, does not 
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Kfin A Verr hooooiable proceeding ; and I think it not 
vnliliely, tbal od this occasion, it will lead to a disctia- 
u<Mi and ditclosiiree, which may have effecti the very 
nvtne of what the anthon of these pubUcations in- 
tended. 

If without more uilhentic evidence than can b« 
hroitght in su[^OTt of these chargesi aoy man were to 
pahliah to the world, that person* are employed in the 
Highlands^ to take up and destroy all letters that come 
tothecoantry, directed to poor people, which may be 
•appoaed to codw from America ; or, that very ationg 
temptaUoD» are held out to particolar people who have 
emigrated, to induce them to return, and to give such 
accoonts of the state of the colonies as may deter othen 
from em^ration. Such an assertitHi could not £iil giv 
ing geoer&l ofTence, and no respectable person who is 
acquainted with the morals and customs of Scotland 
would ihint it any justification to the author to say, that 
such a thing is talked of among the lower orders, oi 
that such and such " traders in emigration," had as- 
•erted that they knew it to be a fact ; and yet, just on 
inch authority, do the authors of these performances 
, venture to impute equally nnworihy conduct to (heir 
fellow subjects in America. 
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XI 

A great noise has been made about Highland emi* 
gration, and the public mind has been agitated on the 
sobject by various publieatiDnsj calculated to alana tbe 
nation as if there was an absolute danger of that di** 
irict of the kingdom being depopulated ; and under 
the impresaioo of this alann. Parliament was induced 
to pass an act^ which under the appearance of pre- 
TeQtiDg emigraDU g^'>ig to America, from suffering 
any hardship or inconreaience on the passage to that 
country, enforces a number of regulations to be ob- 
aerred on board ships carrying emigrants ; which on 
the whole, rather more than doubles tbe real exptnu 
of a passage across the Atlantic ; this mode of mabii^ 
emigration so expensive, that it must be out of tbe powec 
of the very poorer class ; 1 take it for granted wat 
adopted in compliment to tbe constitution, by which 
the power of going to, or settling in any country not in 
an actual- state of hostilities with oni sovereign, has al- 
ways been acknowledged ; but I very much doubt wbi^ 
ther in ten years it will be found to have diminished 
emigi^tion. It will certainly have a considerable effect 
towards preventing people going off in the way that 
vould be most comfortable to them ; men, women and 
children together, two or three hundred in e ship at a 
moderate expence, that would leave them something 
ivbeiewitb to pake a comfortable beginning' in their 
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4CW linutioDs with the Additiooal advantage tfv }tce 
dMtee M thai import. Tbey will sow be compeLW 
to go wff ia fifteeoB «od twenties, and instead of goi^ 
4»oiir ovn ootonies which is leprecented to be their 
wiih, \!h«f mttst go to the Unitcti States, to which alone 
lh«y will he able to procure passages from the great ia- 
tercowrse that 9ub?ists hetween them and the nest coasi 
■pi Scotland \ every ship bonnd to them, it wiU be looa 
'found, will can; as many emigrants as can be done 
witliout subjecting them to the regalotioBs of the lata 
act: and the number of ships ftom the ports in the 
firth of Clyde, and the north of Ireland, wiU be fonnd 
perfectly equal to carry all th^ wish to go, as mi^ so 
as if the btisinesB was left on thf old foating ; and, T am 
confident it will soon appear, dtat all that the late act has 
effected* will be, that innead of preventing emigration, 
it has driven thouBands deurons of settling in oar co/a- 
st>» to the AmertckA States ; and gncb has been the aUe 
•tffect of the clamour with respect to emigration fof the 
last twenty years. Millions of capital, and thoutandt of 
induEtnous people, who might have been advantageously 
settled in our own colonies, hare been sent to the United 
folates to nourish the pride and insolence and increase the 
-j)ower and resources of perhaps, our most inveterate 
enemies. It is curious to notice the noise that has been 
Bade about hig^bland emigration for some time past, at 
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the sAme time that not a word is stud of the emignttioa 
from thii endoftheislaod^ whichisof so much more 
real conseqaesce. Yri vpon eaqmry I am confideot it 
will be found, that fVill as many people, and at least^one 
hundred times as much property, has been carried to tlie 
United States by emigrants from the potts of London, 
Bristol, and Ijverpool, within the last ten yearj as from 
all the kingdom of Scotland in double that time. As-a 
col. mist I may be permitted to say, without offence to my 
countrymen jn the north, that we would have willingly 
parted with our share of highland emigration, for « 
very small proportion of the English capital and in- 
dustry that has been carried to the United States in tbi* 
period. 
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SITUATION AND DIVISIONS. 



X RINCE Edward' Island is situated in the 
Gulph of St. Lawrence, North America : Char- 
lotte Town, the capital of the Island, is in lati- 
tude 46" 12 north, and longitude 63 degrees 
west of the Royal Ohservatory at Greenwich. 
All the south side of the Island is in sight of 
the Continent ; the distance between Cape 
Traverse on the Island, and Cape Tourmentin 
in New Brunswick, is only ten miles, and 
between Carribou Point in Nova Scotia and 
the opposite part of the Island, about twelve 
miles. From the east point, a very consider- 
abfe part of the west coast of Cape Breton is 
jseea at from ten to twelve leagues distance. 



Digrr^ibyGoogle 



3 

The North Cape of the Island, is one hun- 
dred miles due south of Cape Rosier, at the en- 
trance of the river St. Lawrence. The sea 
hetween the Continent and the Island, is known 
by the name of Nortliumberland Straits ; the 
length of the Island, measured along shore from 
the east point to the North Cape, is about one 
hundred and forty miles ; the greatest breadth 
being the division line between King's and 
Queen's Counties, is little more than thirty-six: 
miles ; towards both extremities the Island de- 
creases much in its breadtli. 

Prince Edward Island is divided into three 
counties, and sub-divided into parishes and 
townships, which last are distinguished by 
their numbers. The divisions stand as follows : 

King's County has St. George's^ St. An- 
drew's, St. Patrick's, and East parishes, sub-divid- 
ed into twenty one townships, besides the pro- 
posed town and Royalty of George Town and 
several Islands. 
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Queen's County is divided into five parishes 
named Charlotte, Grenville, Hillsburgli, St. 
John's, and Bedford parishes, sub-divided into 
twenty-three townships, and the town and 
Royalty of Charlotte Town, which is the capi- 
tal of the Island, and three Islands, two in 
Hillsburgh Bay, and one between Hanis and 
Harringtou Bays. 

Prince County is divided into North, Eg- 
tnoDt, Richmond, Halifax, and St. David's 
parishes, and sub-divided into twenty-three 
townships, and the proposed town and Royalty 
of Prince Town, this county has also several 
islands in its bays. The townships, of which 
there are sixty-seven in all, generally contain 
twenty thousand acres each, some contain one 
or two thousand acres more, and lot 66 con- 
tains only ten thousand acres ; the total con- 
tents of the Island stand as follows : 

King's County 4, 16000 acres 

Queen's County 4,94000 

Prince County 4,71000 

Total.-" 1,381000 
A3 
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Besides the Islands scattered in the dif- 
ferent Bays, which probably contain about ten 
thousand acres among them. 

Bays, Harbours, Rivers, Headlands, or Capes. 

This Island is much intersected by water as 
may be seen by looking at the map, the prin- 
cipal bays on the south side are Egmont, 
Halifax, HiUsburgh and Cardigan Bays, all of 
great extent ; on the same side we have also 
Hillsburgh, York, Elliot, Cardigan, Montague, 
and Bruduel rivers, all of which will admit 
ships of the line, where they will be completely 
land-locked and sheltered from all winds ;. 
Dunk, Vernon, and Murray rivers also on the 
south side, will accommodate vessels of three 
hundred ton's with safe and convenient har- 
bours ; beside which the whole extent of the 
coast from West Cape to the East Point, pre- 
sents a succession of smaller bays, coves and 
creeks, many of them forming safe and conve- 
nient harbours for trading vessels. On the 
north side of tlie Island we have Holland, 
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Richmond, Grenville, Harris, Bedford, and St. 
Peter's bays, all barred harbours, and not fit for 
large vessels, except the first, which is safe and 
convenient, its bar being much protected by 
the land stretching to the northward towards 
Cape Kildare, and having a sufficient depth of 
water for ships of five hundred tons burthen 
on its bar: Richmond, Harris and Grenville 
Bays have occasionally been frequented by Ships 
of from two to three hundred tons, and in a 
Country where good Harbours were not so 
common, would certainly not be thought bad 
ones ; manj- Harbours in Europe, the receptacles 
of an extensive commerce, are much inferior in 
every respect. 

These Harbours are seperated from the Gulph 
by high sand Hills, narrow cuts through which 
form the entrances into them ; they have all 
much the same appearance, and resemble greatly 
the entrance of Shields or Newcastle River in 
the North of England, they are all of them ex- 
tensive, branching out into fine arms and creeks, 
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with from two to five fathoms water, and aftef 
carrying that depth for a considerable way, 
some of them approach so near the heads of 
rivers and harbours on the south aide of the 
Island, that it is believed there is not a point 
on the Island which is not within eight miles of 
navigable water. Harrington Bay and Savage 
Harbour on the north side also, though bad har- 
bours, are extensive sheets of water, and admit 
small schooners and shallops ; they afford many 
fine situations round them, and enable the peo- 
ple settled on their banks to enjoy the benefit 
of fishing in the gulph. Bedford and St. Peter's 
Bays will admit vessels of an hundred tons, but 
the channel of the latter has been subject to al- 
teration for some years past, and it is said not to 
have so much water on its bar as formerly. 

The principal Capes and Head-lands, on tbe 
north side are North Cape, Cape Kildare, Cape 
Alesbury, CapeTryon, Cape Turner, Shipwreck 
Point, and East Point ; on the south side are 
West Cape, Cape Egmont, Cape Traverse, 
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Point Prim, the Wood Islands, Bear Gape and 
Boughton Island ; the navigation round the 
laland is in general very aafe ; vessels in Nor- 
thumberland Straits should keep a good look- 
out for the Indian Rocks, which lay about three 
miles south west from the Wood Islands on the 
Coast of Township N'. 62, they are of consi- 
derable extent and dry at low water; Vessels 
drawing above nine feet of water should not 
approach the coast between the Wood Islands 
and Point Prim nearer than a mile and a lialf. 
From Cape Traverse to St. Peter's Island there 
is a shoal which is not accurately laid down in 
any chart yet published ; large vessels should 
not approach that part of the coast nearer than 
two miles. 

The North Coast of the Island forms a deep 
bay, in which it is dangeious to be caught 
near the the center of the coas), with a north 
east wind ; if it blows hard, vessels will not be 
able to clear the land either way, and if the 
gate continue must be driven on shore; ships 
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in this situation, when they find they canindt 
clear the land nor keep off the shore, should at*- 
tempt one of the large barred harbours, though 
the sea breaks on the bars, and they would most 
probably strike, yet the third or fourth sea will 
generally carry them over, when they will 
immediately be in smooth water in which the 
ship may be run ashore, if she has suffered so 
much as not to be able to lay at her anchors. 
The people in vessels, in danger of shipwreck 
here, should never quit their vessels, as the iiorth 
east wind by which alone their danger is oc- 
casioned, rises the water so much on this part 
of the coast, that vessels will drive so close to 
,the land as to enable their people to get ashore 
with very little risk ; by far the greater part of 
the coast is a sandy beach and where the coast 
rises into cUffs there is but one or two places 
of small extent, where they will meet with 
any difficulty in getting on shore : vessels of 
one hundred tons will generally drive so far up 
that when the gale takes off they will be left 
entirely dry, 
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Charlotte Town, George Town and Prince To'xn. 

Of the three towns which have heea named, 
Charlotte Town only has yet assumed the ap- 
pearance of a town, it is regularly laid out on 
the banks of the Hillsbiirgh River; by looking 
at the map it will be seen that the situation is 
both centrical and convenient, having a safe 
internal water communication with a very con- 
siderable part of the Island, by means of the 
Hilisburgh, York, and Elliot Rivers, which 
meet in its harbour. Tlie ground is well 
adapted for the scite of a town, rising gradually 
to a moderate height above the water, and is 
generally sound dry land, the ascent from the 
river is very easy, the streets are laid out at 
right angles, those running from the river are 
one hundred feet in breadrfi, the cross streets 
were originally laid out at eighty feet, but 
bave since been reduced to forty feet in 
breadth. The building lots are eighty feet in 
"front, by one hundred and sixty in depth, and 
many of the inhabitants having several con- 
tiguous lots, are thereby enabled to have large 
gardens^ hy which means the place already 

Digrr^ibyGoogle- 



10 

occupies a considerable surface, though it does 
not contain more than seventy houses; and 
though many of them are very indiffeienl^ 
yet the town viewed from the harbour or the 
opposite shores has a very pleasing appearance. 
The only public building yet erected in it Js a 
church. There is a common of one hundred 
acres adjoining the town, and with every 
building lot there is granted a pasture lot of 
twelve acres in the Royalty, a tract of seven 
thousand acres so called, which surrounds the 
town and common, and has an extensive front 
both on Hillsburgh and York Rivera. Many 
of these pasture lots have been purchased from 
the Grantees by a few individuals on specu- 
lation, and some progress has been made in 
improving these accumulations, there being se- 
veral small farms within the Royalty. The 
Hillsburgh River opposite to the town is rather 
an arm of the sea than a river there, the depth 
of water in its channel opposite to the town is 
eight fathoms, and the largest ships may lay 
within less than a quarter of a mile of the town ; 
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vessels of two hundred tons go up the Hills- 
burgh River fourteen miles above the town, 
which itself is three miles from the harbour's 
mouth ; the entrance is narrow and is suscep- 
tible of being strongly fortified : after passing 
the narrows the harbour opens into an exten- 
sive bason, which receives the Elliot, York, 
and Hillsburgh Rivers, each of which have a 
sufficient depth of water for the largest ships 
for several miles, where they will be completely 
sheltered from all winds. The tides are so 
strong as to enable ships to work out and in 
against a contrary wind : at full and change 
they rise about nine feet, neap tides rise be- 
tween four and five feet, the bottom is either 
soft mud or strong clay. The greatest in- 
convenience of the harbour is, -that, the flats 
run out a considerable distance from the 
shore. Whaffs to receive ships where they 
would always lay afloat must be run out to 
the channel, which is near six hundred feet 
opposite to the town ; there is no danger 
however in allowing ships to ground upon 
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the flats as they are all deep mud, and the 
shores are either sand or soft flat stonea on 
which light vessels or small craft can be laid 
with perfect safety. The town is protected 
on the side of the harbour by two batteries, 
that at the west end of the town is mounted 
with eleven heavy guns, so disposed as to 
command every part of the harbour, the other 
is placed on the bank of the river in front 
of the town and mounts tour guns, which also 
point to the harbour and the opposite side of 
the river, the entrance of the harbour is de- 
fended by a block -house mounting four guns, 
in front of which is a stone battery mounting 
live guns, with a ditch and freezing, the whole 
well stockaded, where these works stand the 
Narrows are scarcely half a musket shot across : 
there is also a battery on the eastern side of 
the narrows not at present in repair ; from 
the block-house all vessels approaching the 
harbour are seen at three leagues distance, 
a circumstance of much consequence to the 
safety of the place which has immediate no- 
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tice by signal from the block-house of every 
vessel that appears either by day or night. 
The whole of the works in their present state 
are intended against shipping; should it 
ever be adviseable to fortify the place the 
situation is such as to admit of its being 
done very effectually. The barracks are situ- 
ated at the west end of the town, and con- 
sist of two separate ranges of buildings, each 
260 feet in length, which front each other, 
being divided by a spacious parade ; they are 
calculated to accommodate upwards of three 
hundred men with their officers, a handsome 
colonade runs along the front of each range, 
the whole are painted white, and though flat 
roofed have a respectable appearance, and in 
point of accommodation are not surpassed by 
any barracks in North America; within the 
same inclosure are- an Hospital, a" store for 
provisions, and another for the ordnance, and 
a wharf in front of the town 248 feet in length 
is also a military erection. There is a reser- 
vation of a tract of land called the Fort Lot 
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on the west side of the harbour, extending 
from the entrance of the Narrows almost to 
the mouth of Elliot River, on this tract Fort 
Amherst formerly stood on an elevated spot 
three hundred yards from the water, it was 
erected immediately after the conquest of the 
Island, was a large square redoubt with a 
broad deep ditch, mounted eighteen pieces of 
cannon, and contained handsome barracks,- 
soon after its erection it was twice attacked 
by the French and their Indian allies, but 
they failed in both attempts. The situation 
is commanded by higher ground at a small 
distance, on this account the Fort was dis- 
mantled and destroyed by Governor Patterson 
soon after his appointment to the government 
and there being near three hundred acres of 
fertile clear land within the reservation, es- 
tremely beautiful in point of situation, the Go- 
vernor was tempted to make a grant * of the 



" In l79fl proceedings were iiutituted sgiiiut tbis grant by ditection 
of Bl> Bvjal U^men tite Vakt of Keut (ben cvmnumdiDg Hit 
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whole to a person who re-conveyed it to himself, 
and on this place he built a handsome farm-house 
and extensive offices, and laid out large sums in its 
improvement. 

The amusements which Charlotte Town can 
yet afford are only such as may be expected 
in a young country thinly inhabited: in Spring, 
Summer, and Autumn, shooting, fishing, riding, 
and sailing ; water parties are frequently made, 
when each family taking their dish en jjJc nic 



Majatj't Corctt is the Nova Scoti* distiict, and die saa« wu nam 
■ftei vacated, and the place wu for ndk time considered u militiij 
gcoimd, but in 1800 Hit Graca Iba Dule of Portland, then Sectetar/ 
af State for tne Coionies, wu pteaicd to direct Lieuteosnl-Oatieraj 
f aiuiiDg, lintenant-CoverDot uf the Iiland to graat a leaae Aereof t* 
the late MontieuT Calonne the Fiench Miniiler, who theii propoaed to sedic 
on the Inland with a number of French BojalUta, taenmg to the Ciobji 
«<tch a teat aa the Governor might think reaaunable. which was fixed 
U SSI. per uTimif, Tlie bnildiDgi and improvemeiita made bf 
Governor Pit1er»aa had prcviountj been snSered to go into decaj, 
having fallen inta the hudt of toma of hii credilora, who not being 
Mnguine aa to tbe solidity of their title did not think fit to be at anj 
•xpence about thein. It u a fine tract of load and tho lituation aud 
wpect CKtremsl; pleaung. 
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a marquee is pitched at some of the many 
charming spots on the banks of the adjoining 
rivers, and many happy hours are thus 
pleasantly spent In winter there is some 
shooting, but it is often attended with more 
fatigue than most people would think it 
worth, as it is generally necessary to use 
inow-shoes whenever we go off the roads in 
the forest. Driving carioles is a favourite 
amusement at this season, they go with great 
rapidity when the roads are well beaten : but 
the rivers in fine weather when the snow is not 
too deep on the ice aiford the best field for 
tliis diversion. There is an assembly once a 
fortnight in winter, which commences with 
the Queen's birth day, and the party is 
numerous enough to be very happy. Private 
theatricals were attempted for two winters, 
but some of the party being only temporary 
residents, that amusement has been given up 
for the present, 
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George Town, situated in King's Count3r on 
a Peninsula between two navigable ritera or 
arms of the sea, ia yet as aTofni but in embrio, 
there being but a few lots granted, and only 
three or four built upon; the situation is vtry 
fine, and the Haiboar one of the beat in North 
Anaeiica ; like the Harbour of Charlotte Town 
it has three Urge branches, with depth crfwrater 
fbr the largest ships, besides two fine basona 
completely land-locked ; in front of tho whde 
there is a capacious roadsted open only to the 
soudi east, a wind which seldom blows hard onf 
this coast : An island on each side of the bay 
makes it very remarkable, and the accesfl h 
perfectly safe, being quite free l^om rocks or 
shoals ; in many parts of the harbour the watef 
is deep close to the land, there are several situ^ 
atiuns in the different branches where largd 
ships can lay within their oWn length tif 
high water mark,- on the south iWst front of 
the town in particular, large ships may lay doae 
to the shore perfectly protected from wind attd, 
sea, and the intuatioa large mough ta aooomt 
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inodate an extensive commerce. It UgeneraVTy 
believed in the island that if the capital ha4 
been fixed here, it would have been before this 
time a large town, as the situation possesses 
npany advantages over Charlotte Town, it being 
ipuch nearer the ocean and of much easier access, 
^ &^y wind that will bring ships through 
the Qut of Canso, will carry them into this 
harbpur vith ease, whereas the \Kesterly winds 
Ijyhich prevail so much on this coast, render 
their getting to Charlotte Town more tedious, 
particularly in the Autumn : its lying very 
Ijttle out of the trace from Canada; to NovJ^ 
§cotia and the United States, and its contiguity 
tfi the fishing grounds would probably havo< 
piade it much frequented by shipping, if it 
bad been settled, and could afford them such- 
Becess^ry jss^istance as ships usually want 
t;pn;iing frpm sea,, as matteis are, they .will 
fin4 fr^h ptoviaions, vegetables^ wood, and. 
water, with a safe harbour, that is of sucht 
pasy. access, that they may enter it by theig 
charts, lyjthout tliQ aid pf a pilot... 
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The lands round all the branches of thu 
extensive harbour are remarkably well tim- 
bered, and as yet in a great degree untouched, 
which with its other advantages, render itamoat 
■digible situation for ship building and the timber 
trade. Building lots in George Town contain 
about half an acre each, with which is granted 
a pasture lot of ten acres in the Royalty an- 
nexed to the town, and any person proposing 
to settle there, on application to the Governor 
in Council, will readily obtain a grant of a 
town and pasture lot, the fees on which will 
amount ta about forty shillings. Besides the 
Town and Royalty of George Town, seven 
townships of twenty thousand acres each, 
abutt upon the waters of this harbour ; the 
oldest and most forward settlement, is situated 
on. Township, No. 59, two-thirds of which 
is the property of Sir James Montgomery, 
Hia Majesty's Lord Advocate for Scotland, 
whose father, the late venerable Lord Chief 
Baron of Scotland, was one of the few pro- 
prietors to whose exertions at the beginning of 
B SI 



=^-h, Google 



so 

the BettlemeDt, the colony is under any obli' 
gations. In 1803 the Earl of Selkirk settled a 
considerable number of people on Township, 
No. 53,. one third of which ia his loidship^ 
property, and settlementa are now making on 
the other two-thirds of that township, by the 
Earl of WestiROj-etand, and the Houotsrable 
Robnt Dunda» Saunder$» to whom these por- 
tions belong. There are also a conaiderable 
number of. people settled on Townships, 
Nos. 54, 55, and 61, those on the two last 
mentioned, are settled without the inter^'ention 
of their respective proprietois, by whom they 
have been entirely neglected hitherto : Town- 
ships^ Nos. 51 and 52, are totally uninha- 
bited : tBe quantity of land settled is indeed 
but anall, ia comparison of the extent of 
country round the different branches of the 
harbour^ tlie vacant front on which would 
accommodate five hundred families more, each 
of which would bound on navigajsle water. 
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■ Prince Town, situated on the north sWe of 
the Island mi a branch of Richtnond Bay, is 
yet like George Town little more than Si name, 
though there are perhaps as many people within 
the Town and Royalty as at Charlotte Town; 
but thinking that agriculture should precede 
town building, tliey have neglected the town 
lots, and by accumulating a number of conti- 
guous pasture lots each, have formed a humber 
of smalt farms, which are in a considerably for- 
ward state of improvement. 

Richmond Bay, though a barred harbour, is 
the largest on the north side of the Island, and 
has from twelve to fourteen' feet water on its 
bar: It has two principal entrances besides 
wnaller ones ; it is very extensive and some 
parts of it are much exposed in bad weather ; 
there arfc however several arms of it that are 
well sheltered and perfectly secure in all weather; 
that on which Prince Town is situated is a safe 
harbour for trading vessels. Before the Ameri- 
can War, Richmond Bay was the principal 
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station used by the New England people, for 
carrying on the cod fishery in the Gulph of 
St. Xawrence, it contains six islands, three 
of which, have above five hundred acres 
each. 

There are seven townships, containing 
among them one hundred and forty thousand 
acres, abutting upon Richrpond Bay, it has 
abo a safe inland water comniunication with 
Holland Bay, by Cavendish Channel, aflPording 
great convenience in the transport of produce 
from one harbour to the other ; two roads, 
neither of them much above two miles in 
length, connect it with the lands lying on 
Halifax Bay and Durk River, situated on the 
south side of the Island. There are very con-, 
siderable settlements on Richmond Bay, which 
are increasing very fast in population, the land 
being in general very good, and abounding 
^ith fine timber. 



Digrr^ibyGoogle 



fe^ 



1FACE OF THE COUNTRY. 



This Islaod is in general IcatI, having but 
few hills, -and none of ihenl very high ot 
steep, probably the highest spot bn the Island 
does not rise above five hundred feet abov^ 
the level of the sea, and the soil on the hills 
ia in~ general the best on the Island, being' 
moister, and less apt to be sandy than the' 
low grounds* the timber on them is in generaf 
hird wood, and the trees are larger, and stand 
at a greater distance^ than on the low grounds, 
'a sure indication of their superior soil : tlie 
highest land on the Island is on the road 
between Charlotte Town and Prince Town, 
stretching froih the head of Harris Bay to 
the head 6f Grenville Bay, and is intersected ■ 
by several streams which run into these bays:' 
lliere.is also a consiiJetable hill towards the 
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sourc6 of Elliott River, on the road froni 
Charlotte Town to Tryon Settlement and 
Bedeque : there is likewise some high grouoti 
about the head of Hillsburgh River, particu^ 
larly on the south ude, and along both si^e^ 
of Hill River, but none of these hills are 
cither so high, or so abrupt, as to prevent 
their being cultivated with ease. Though 
•onie parts of the coast have a low dat Ioak> 
the greatest part of the face of the country 
is much waived and often rises into beautiful 
fwells, and beiug much intersected with arms 
of the sea, creeks, and livulets, presents every 
where a vast variety of fine sit^tions ibr 
building and improvements' The heads of the 
rivers and the creeks, are aU more or less bor- 
dered by salt piarshes, producing annually 
Ifurge crops of strong nutritive grass, without 
trouble or cultivation, which makes excellent 
hay, on which the greater part of the cattle 
are supported during the winter, but it is not 
good for working horses or milch cows ; 
these marshes, ifhen dyked in from tfa? salt 
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frater, rodkc the most valuable lands on tfa« 
Islattd, this however is a work in which no 
great progress has yet been made. Springs of 
the clearest and purest water, abound all, 
over the Island, and which not only do not 
frecK in the winter, but the runs from them into 
the ses^ keeps a channel open, though the ice on 
both sides thereof will be a foot thick or more 
on the salt-water. Fine water is also obtained 
by digging wells at a moderate depth, it being 
rarely necessary to exceed twenty-five feet, and 
there is very seldom an instance of being dis- 
appointed in getting water. There are not 
many swamps of any extent in the Island, and 
still fewer lakes or ponds of fresh water in com- 
parison to the extent of the country. Travel- 
ling is not difficult through the woods, even 
where there arc no roads, there being very 
little underwood to what is generally found 
in most other countries covered with forest^ 
aor is it in the least incumbered with rocks, 
Jike the ndgbbouring country of Nova Scotia. 
Hh want o£ stone is perhaps the greatest 
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natural want in the Island, it being in general 
of a- soft sandy nature, and in some place*^ 
difficult to be had of any kind. No mineral 
has yet been discovered in the Island, thougH 
there are strong indications of iron in tnany 
places. In looking at the face of the country, 
every person will be at once struck \vitb the 
great difference in appearance betA'cen it &nd 
the neighbouring continent, it having every 
where much the same appearance, without 
any impediment to the. cultivation of the 
whole, no rock^ no impenetrable swamps, no 
extensive pine barrens to separate the settle- 
ments, so that there need not be a waste acre 
in the Island, a very uncommon circumstance^ 
and which must finally enable it to maintain a. 
inuch greater population than moat other', 
oountries of the same extent. Koads are very 
e^ly made, from the nature of the soil ^nd 
climate, and very considerable progress ha& 
been already made in- that respect, t:oneidering: 
the great extent of the Island, and the emajli 
IHimber of inbabitants, there being tolerablt' 
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roads between the capital and all the prmcipd^ 
settlements, which have been chiefly made by 
the statute labour, all males from l6 to 6o 
years of age, according to their different cir- 
cumstances, being obliged to perform front 
four to six days labour on the high roads 
annually. The facility with which roadj 
can be made, is a circumstance of the mos? 
interesting nature, and when viewed in connec- 
tion with our many navigable rivers and creeks, 
affording a safe water communication to a 
great part of the Island, cannot fail to be 
highly advantageous in every stage of our" 
progress and- settlement. Tlie laying out of 
high ro3.ds, erecting of bridges, and appoint- 
ing and regulating ferries is vested in the 
Governor or Lieutenant-Governor for the time 
being, and His Majesty's Council, and a re- 
servation is made in the grant of every 
township, of such parts thereof, as may 
be wanted for high roads, so that there 
can be no part of the Island in which 
A Just and reasonable claim to a road can be 
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fcfiised. The Governor and Council are how- 
ever restricted from pulling down houses, or 
destroying orchards, gardens, mills, or mill 
dams, in laying out roads, and doubtless it 
will also become just and necessary in the pro- 
gress of the settlement as roads multiply, to 
grant a reasonable compensation to the pro- 
prietors and occupiers of all inclosed and 
cultivated lands, through which it may be 
found necessary to lay out new roads for the 
public accommodation, which compensation it 
will frequently be proper to levy on the dis- 
trict for the benefit of which the road is 
claimed, in order to prevent the wanton abuse 
too common in new countries on the subject. 
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SOIL AND NATURAL PRODUCTIONS. 



The soil Is in general a ligbt red loam, at some 
places approaching to a tolerable stroBg chy, 
but in most districts more or less sandy ; bat 
even where the soil may be called sandy, if it 
incline to a dark color it is very fruity and 
with tolerable cultivation yields good crops. : 
where white sand predominates the land is pooc, 
and wants frequent manuring. The ^aslity 
pf the soil in its natural state, may always, be 
known by the kind of timber it produces ; 
the best land growing together, large maple, 
beech, black and yellow birch, mixe4 
with the different kinds of pine and Gar, die 
trees will stand at a distance, and the roots 
do not appear to run along the surface, which 
in general will be found covered with the 
4warf yew, or as it is commonly called gtound 
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spruce, which is always an indication of gOdd 
land. The next best kind is that which pro- 
daces large hard wood of the kinds abate 
mentioned, unmixed with any evergreens or 
soft wood, if the trees, stand at a great dis- 
tance, and push their roots well out of sight, 
and the surface is covered with the dwarf 
yew, this land is very little inferior to the first . 
jnentioned kind. The next indication is, when 
the land beiog covered -with hard wood, and 
the roots run much along the surface, and that 
is without the dwarf yew on it, this land is poor 
in comparison to the others, the upper stratum 
of the soil will be found thin, and the sub- 
soil cold and hard. The worst land in ity 
natural state, is that which produces nothiDg 
but spruce, small white birch, and scrubby 
pines, this land is generally- very light and 
8ian^y, and requires too much manure, to be 
profitably cultivated-jn the present state of the 
Island. 

The value of the swamps or low wet groun«X' 
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is not yet much known by experience, few ati 
tempts having yet been made to reclaim any 
but such as by producing in their natural state 
abundance of grass, promised an immediate pro-^ 
fit with very little expence; the management of 
these lias been merely to drain them a Uttlo. 
where that was required, and to cut away the 
trees .and bushes with which they arc more or 
kss encumbered, and then to throw sonw timo- 
thy grass seed on the surface; in this way 
without further cultivation large crops of that 
grass have been obtained. The low grounds 
Y^hich produce strong alder bushes, large annual 
weeds, particularly nettles, are also fine lands, 
and will produce large crops of the same grasa 
without any other cultivation than grubbing' 
up the bushes^ burning the surface, and then 
bush harrowing the seed upon it. ' 

. Of the swamps which produce nothing but. 
jmall black spruce trees, or those which having 
few or no trees of any kind, are covered with a 
spft fog or rao% in which a man will sink t«>: 
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his knees; vothmg is known of their value, no 
attempts having yet been made to improve 
them; under someoftlieswamps beds of strong 
white clay have been discovered, the sanw ar- 
ticle is also seen in some districts ia walking 
along shore betweeR high utd low water mark, 
it is said to be very fine, and is preferred at 
Halifax, by the regiments in garrison, for 
cleaning their accoutrements to what i» 
imported from England, which is the only use 
it has ever yet been put to. 

In some districts large tracts of the forest 
were destroyed by fire near a century back, 
the soil of these tracts is not esteemed so 
valuable as that whereon the origiiKsU gvowthr 
of timber is still standing, many parts of thenv 
are without useful timber of any kind, and at 
great deal is overrun with strong ferns, dwarf, 
laurel, and other shrubs ; the ferps are diffi- 
cult to be got the better of, they grow ia 
some places six and seven feet high, andposlk 
their roots very deep into the sarthi The burnt 
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lands, as these tracts are called, were long' 
thought of little or no value, from an idea 
that the fire had in a great measure destroyed 
their fertility. It is prohable, that in general 
they never were so good as the other parts of 
the Islsmd, the very circumstance of their 
original growth of timber having been destroyed 
by fire, shews that the predominant species 
upon them was such as indicates an inferiority 
of soil, as we now know by many years ex- 
perience, that though the fire will sometimes 
in very dry- years, in the months of May and 
June, kill and partially burn t^e timber oa 
our best lands, it never acts so severely oa 
them as to injure their fertility, on the con- 
' trary, t^e fiuest crops are procured, by burning 
all the timber upon them. From the appear- 
ance of the burnt districts, and the number of 
old pine trees and stumps still remaining upoa 
them, it is evident that these lands were covered 
chiefly with pine and other resinous woods, 
and therefore, the soil in its original stat^ 
^ould not have been of the best There is 
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now, howerer, good reason to beliere frdna a 
variety of trials, that the greater part of the 
burnt lands will pay very well for their culti- 
vation ; I have lately been surprised to see 
parts of them which had been long coopered 
of little or no value, brought into culti- 
ration at a much smaller expence certunly, 
than it is possible to cultivate the forest lands 
for : still it must be confessed, that in general, 
the lands on which the original growth of 
timber remains, and is such as has been 
noticed, as indicating the best soil, are much 
more to be relied upon, though the process of 
bringing them into cultivation is more expen- 
sive, and the necessary time greater, than is re- 
quired for the burnt lands. A settler m indigent 
<»rcumstances, who relies from tlie beginning for 
the means of subsistence on the produce of his 
labour, ftiust not at first meddle with the 
burnt lands, he' should cut down and clear away 
the forest, which wilt never disappoint him. 
Let him but get rid of the limber, and scorch 
the surface with fire, whatever seed he com- 
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mits to the earth, will produce him a good 
crop, though the stumps of the trees still 
remain. A settler who is ^rther advanced, 
has a stock of cattle, and a capital to com- 
mand labour, may find it profitable to cultivate 
the burnt lands, large tracts of which he will 
be able to render tolerably productive, iu much 
Jeas time than is required to get rid of the 
stumps of the trees, in the lands which he clears 
ftom the forests, a circumstance which forms 
no trifling temptation to their cultivation ; at 
the same time it is universally allowed, that 
our forest lands are much easier cultivated, than 
the forest lands on any part of the neighbouring 
Continent, the surface being much easier le- 
velled, and almost totally unincumbered with 
,iocks and stones, so that when the stumps of 
the trees are got the better of, all the diffi- 
iCultic8 to complete cultivation are overcome. 
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FOREST TREES and other VEGETABLE 
PRODUCTIONS. 



I regret much, that my knowledge of this 
part of my subject, does not enable me to 
treat it scientifically, but feeling, that in a 
description of the Island, at least an attempt 
to bring its natural productions into notice will 
be expected, I must enter on it, though with 
diffidence, sensible that my knowledge thereof 
is very imperfect. 

Beech (Fagus Sylvatica,) This tree grows 
in great abundance, probably better than 
one-half of the Island is covered with it, ift 
some districts it forms nine-tenths of the 
forest, in others, it is more mixed with other 
trees, its mast is produced in vast quantities, 
in some seasons, the effects of which shall be 
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]9ienttone(} faereaf^r, it u a large huidsomei 
$orea% tree, the timbei- is sometimes exported^ 
bujt tbip chief value of it at presenf; is for ^r^ 
wood, for which, np other wood exceeds it. 

Birch, of this we have fom species, Ist^ 
(betuia alba), of this, there are two varieties,^ 
one is the tree common in parks in.Epg- 
lasd, and in the Island is called grey bjrch, 
the other is a much handsomer tree, and of 
quicker growth, bzs a glossy smooth white 
bark, which divides into lamina as thin 
as cambric paper, and answers well to 
write on : in the forest this tree grows to a 
large size, the Indian^ forming canoes of the 
tark of a singly tree, which will carry five or 
six people, the bark is also used for making 
yarious useful articles, such as buckets^ bowls, 
and baskets, they are chiefly made by the 
Indians, and are sewed when cut to the shape 
intended, wi^ small slips of the roots of 
black spruce trees, they are made to hold water, 
^e light, and will last a lon^ time : it is per- 
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hapB tlie only bark wbich is less liable to 6tc&f 
than the wood which it incloses, when the 
ttees iUl in the woods, the bark wilt remain: 
entire many years after the tree is completely 
rotten ; it is very inflammable, emitting a strong 
vivid flame, and a very thick bUck smoke, 
■frhifch mi^ht be easily condensed and collected 
in the form ot oiL Many fine white birch 
trees grow in the old French cleared' lands,- 
in such situations, it is often a very ornaflifental 
tree, growing to a considerable size, and havingf 
a large spreading top with bright green leaves. 

ed. Black Birch (hetula mgra,) This iis the 
krgest of our deciduous trees, it is common 
all over the Island, where the original growth 
of timber has not been destroyed by fire ; it i» 
much used in all the northern countries in 
America for ship building, it is nearly of l§w 
colour of light mahogany, and takeis as good 
a polish : it makes handsome bedsteaik and- 
chairs, but does not answer so well for tables,- 
being apt to cast in that article. Hw export**- 






laavL of this timbei^ has long been coauDon 
from all the neighbouring countries, and a ftv 
cargoes bare recently been exported from this 
Island^ it is chiefly sent to Liverpool, .znd 
other ports in the north of England, and 
also to Scotland and Ireland, where tt iq much 
^pro^xd of, several attempts have lately beeq 
made to introduce it iuto the London market, 
but the timber merchants appear to be tu^ainst 
it,, and they have too much the conunaud of 
the trade, to render it practicable to introduce 
a new article without their concurrence.* 

* A gcaflemn «ba laid; impoft«d a cargo of tinber tiam tli« 
Island, ciMimstini; chieBy of tlin ortidc, bdog iofoimEd that i( was reiy 

fit Ibr stocking fite amu. had a few muskets and fuwling pieces stocked 
with it, bj an eminent tradesman in that line in (be Citj, who making a 
fcTOimble Tcport of die lim1|er, it was offered to GoTeiruncDt, and tbne 
ailiclei weie tenH to the Bone Coards, &>t tb* inipcctioa of HJ 
Eoja] HigbncH the Duke of York, vho was pleased to refer the mattec 
to the Board of OidoaoM, who sent them to the Tower; heie the 
bnaineM turned out tcej differcot from what was eipccted, none 
of Hm CDBlomary Dtaiu to ■eciuc a fsiourable recepdon had been 
rootted to, and > tcpoit was made against the juitice of which, 
thauuodi can bear leslimonj, the timber being represented ai infetiar to 
cannon beech, aod too aoft to hold the Niewc ; at this time walnot- 
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SA. YelloT Birch (betula Unto.) This oftea 
grows to a large tree, and is also used in sh)|» 
building. It is strong and elastic, which makes 
it much used for many domestic articles; 
lands on -which the ori^nal timber has been 
destroyed by fire, frequently grow up with 
yellow bircfa^ these tracts afford a great deal 
of tliis timber, of a size fit for making boop^ 
for which it is very proper, wherever it -grows 
in this manner, it indicates a better soil than 
when the young growth consists of white birch ; 
yellow birch trees, growing single on old 
cleared lands are frequently very fine orna* 
jnental timber, 

4th. Alder (betula alnus.) This seldom 
_grows into a tree of any value : its bark 

tree voodi whicb is Gammoulj used for this pnipnse, iru Dot to be h«d tt 
aoj price, and tkio tiiiibei vbtch is aatwilbitandmg the report, believed to 
lie neulj; equl thereto could have been supplied at <Hie-thiTcl Ihg 
Bsiud cosl of Bnl OTtide ; "Hhile the musket and Cawimi piece sent lo 
flw Hone Goafds, [cinaiised tbeie, ihey were seen by several experieiie«4 
t^ceni asd the stocks much approved or : the genUeaum is now cat)^ 
TiDcedi that he began bis applicatioa »t the «TOfi{ rod. 
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dyes a good dark brown, it grows m low . 
rich lands, and along the sides of creeks and 
rivulets. 

Of the Maple we have three species, 1st. 
The White Maple (acer negundo) it is firm 
&nd smooth, and takes a fine polish, and vi 
fit for many common purposes, it also affords 
£ap for making sugar, but not so rich in quality 
as the rock or curled maple. 

2d, The Red Maple (acer rubrum.) Tliis' 
tree is small and of no value, and is generally 
/ound growing in swamps. 

3d, The rock or eurled Maple {acer sacckari- 
num.) This is frequently a large trec^ the 
tuttfiof many of them for six or eight feet from 
*he ground, being finely curled, renders this 
timber extremely beautiful in cabinet work, 
as it is very close grained, and susceptible of 
a high polish : what is called the bird's eye 
paple is a variety of this tree. The chief value 
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of the m^Ie at present, arises from the quauT 
tity of sugar annually manufactured of its aapf 
the making of which generally commences 
about the 25 th of March, and continues through 
the first ten days in April; tlie quantity made 
varies much in different years, and depends 
greatly on the weather at this period : the more 
snow there is on the ground, the trees run the 
greater quantity of sap, dark or rainy weather 
is unfavourable ; the sap is produced in the 
greatest quantities in bright sun shiny days 
after a frosty night : To procure the sap a gap 
is cut in the tree with a common felling axev 
this is from an inch and an half to three inches 
deep, and from six to eight inches long, slanting 
in the form of the letter V, and should face 
the south west ; the sap will run freely from 
this gap, from the lower end of which it 
is guided into a trough placed below, by a 
chip driven into a slight cut just under the 
gap ; a full growu tree will sometimes run up? 
wards of two gallons a day; the persons em-; 
ployed, in the business visit the trees frequentlj 
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tb see that the sap runs fairly into thi troughs/ 
«nd to collect it into barrels, which are placed 
conveniently for that purpose, m them it ii 
drawn on hand sledges to the boiling place, or 
u it is called the sugar camp: the apparatus 
for boiling generally consists of three kettles; 
the largest double the size of the second, and 
that rather more than in the same proportion 
to the third, these are suspended over a large 
fire mad^ in a temporary hut in the forest ; tlie 
sap is first boiled in the large kettle, and re- 
moved into the others in succession, as it ift 
teduced by boiling to the quantity each can 
contain; vhen removed into the second kettle 
the first is again filled with fresh sap, and 
boiling is continued in all the kettles which 
are filled up from each other ; the liquor requires 
to be frequently skimmed ; to- prevent its 
rising suddenly over the kettle, a small bit of 
tallow or butter is occasionally thrown in : 
when the syrup in the smaller kettle appears of a 
proper consistency, it is poured into wooden 
moulds, the kettle is again filled up from th« 
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lecondf which is tj^pIeDished from the- Urgeiv 
snd that is filled with freah sap; a small quan" 
tity of lime water is sometimes put into the 
smaller kettle to promote its granulatiou. la 
every stage of the work much attention is re- 
quired to make good sugar : before boiling th^ 
fiap should be strained to clear it of chips and 
other adventitious substances. The sugar thus 
produced is by some rendered a« white as the 
£nest Muscovado sugar, but that is by no 
means generally the case, much of it being made 
jn a very slovenly manner, is very dark co- 
loured, extremely hard from too much boiling, 
difficult to break, and takes a long time to dis- 
solve the manufacture upon the whole is in a- 
yery jniperfeot state in this Island, though it is 
certainly improving. When well made this 
^ugar is an agreeable sweet, and answers al) 
■the purposes of common sugar; very good 
vinegar is also made by boiling three gallon? 
of sap into one, and then fermenting it with 
veast. 
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The sugar thus ohtained from the mapfe is 
e.11 clear gain, being made at a time when verjr 
little other out of door work can be performed. 
Three smart lads working together, will often 
make one hundred weight each in the course of 
a fortnight, and sometimes in a favorable year 
more. The trees are found in more or less 
plenty all over the Island, where the original 
growth of forest remains ; the greatest part 
of the inhabitants supply themselves with all 
the sugar they consume in this manner, and 
many have a good deal to dispose of. 

The maple tree adds much to the beauty of 
our forest scenery in the Autumn, as the leaves 
of a «ingle tree will assume every tint from 
green to rich crimson and bright scarlet colour. 

£Im (uinus americuna) of this tree, I think 
we have only one species, and that not very 
common, nor in great plenty, ih any part of 
the Island, 
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dak of OB* kiQcI only, (fuercut fubra) 
or Red Oak, is in some district* of tlie Island, 
found in considerable quantity^ and is s^ud 
,to be of a superior quality to the same spe- 
cies on the neighbouring Continent, I sus- 
pect . from the different appearance of it in 
.some districts from others, that we have more 
than one variety of this species, the value <^ 
-this timber is -much inferior to the white oak 
of the Continent 

Poplar or Aspen (popubtf iremula,) Tina 
tree is in some districts of the Island in great 
plenty, it is not an indication of good soil, 
the wood when green, is soft and wMt^ it is 
:much used for f«icing, for which, when split 
jnto rails, it js more val\uible than any other 
wood produced in the Island, being much 
more durable ; when dry, it is extremely Imrd 
and ligh^ and is very fit for some kinds of 
turner'^ work. 

Swamp Willow (sallt.) This is a very use- 
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tess tree, never grovs to any tize, nor art its 
twigs of any value, being very brittle, it is 
the first tree that blossoms in the ^ring, and 
its white flowers are to be seen, when alt the 
other trees retain their winter ^>pearance. • 

Ash of two species. 1st White Ash, or 
(fraxinus excelsior,) This is a valuable tra^ 
but in no great quantity on the Island, it grows 
only in good land, is str^t and ta}I, and 
sometimes found of a large diameter. 

ed. Black Ash, or (fraxinus Americana.) 
This is a wood of verj- little value, the chief 
use to which it is put at present, is the making 
of baskets and brooms. 

Pine, of this we have several species. 1st 
The White Pine (pinus strobus) which in 
point of size, greatly exceeds all the Other 
productions of the forest, being found three, 
four, and five feet diameter, and of a 
great height, I have seen one made into « 
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tasin mast for a 64 gun ship, without any ad- 
ditioos ; but the number of large sticks fit for 
the navy, in any one district is not so great 
w to make them an object worth the attention 
of government : the quantity of pine upon 
the Island is not abundant, it is no where to be 
found in large groves unmixed with other trees, 
as is frequently the case on the Continent 

Sd. Yellow Pine (pinus pinea) is harder and 
heavier than the white pine, but never grows 
to the same size : the quantity of this wood 
bn the Islaod is not great, and is chiefly 
confined to two or three districts of small 
extent. 

3d. Pitch Pine (pinus tada.) Of this we 
have very little, and of very inferior value, no 
attempts to extract tar from it have ever been 
made, that I am acquainted with, its knots 
and roots being full of terebinthin oil, afford 
a fine light when burning, and are sometimes 
used instead of candles. 
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4th. Larch (pinus larix.) This is the oqly 
tree of the terebinthiDe kind which sheds its 
leaves in autumn, its turpentine is said to have 
powerful medicinal qualities : I have seen it 
have very good effects in colds and coughs. 
The timber is valuable on account of its dura- 
bility, making the best knees for ship building, 
and the best trunnels of any wood which grows 
in this climate. 

5th. Fir (pinus balsamia.) This tree yields 
a fine balsam, contained in small blisters on 
the outside of the bark, (commonly known 
by the name of Canada balsam) it is used both 
internally and externally. The timber of this 
tree is coarse and brittle, and is seldom used 
where pine can be obtained, where the 
grun of a. fir tree does not twist so much as 
to prevent its being split, it makes good rails 
for fencing, for which it is much used, and 
.also for lath wood. 

. fith. Spruce (pinus canadensis.) Of this yra 

s 
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ha<fe three varieties, 1st. the hiack spruce, 
which often grows into a large tree, fit for 
masts and spars : of the tops of this tree, the 
spruce beer, now so well known in England, i^ 
tnade. ad. Wliite Spruce, this is a wood of very 
little value, but being light, is sometimes used 
fiir spars and rafters, where that quality re- 
eommends it. 3d. Red Spruce, this wood is . 
not so valuable as black spruce, but much 
superior to white spruce, it sometimes grows 
on old cleared lands which have been long out 
of cultivation, in which situation, it forms 
very ornamental groves, its figure being regu- 
larly conical, and feathered to the ground." 

"7th, Hcmloek (pinus ahies). This tree in 
size is next to the white pine, to which, how- 
ever, it is much inferior ; its chief value is for 
making wharfs or buildings in the water, ir 
which situation it is more durable than any otha: 
timber of this climate-; the bark is excel- 
lent for tanning leather, and the tops yield a 
medicine, which has been found very powerful 
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ia scorbutic complaints ; some make a decoctitm 
of them, boiling them in the same manDer as 
the tops of the black spruce, for making spruce 
beer, others bruise them and pour cold, spring 
water upon them, which is allowed to stand 
twelve hours, and then poured off, when it will 
be- found thick and ropy ; I have seen thb 
taken three times a day with great effect ; a 
jill before breakfast, the same quantity an ho»ir 
before dinner, and the like going to bed ; it 
agrees well with the stomach and gives a, power- 
ful apfMtite. 

Wild Cherry (prunus mrginiana.) Of this 
we have several varieties, which have not 
yet been properly distinguished, but none of 
them are of any value, the only use ever 
made of them is to put them to spirits, for 
which they are said to answer as well as the 
best cherries, making good cherry rum and 
cherry brandy, the, trees grow in great num- 
bers in land newly cleared, unless kept down 
by its being cultivated, and are particularly 
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foud of situations where the original timber 
has been destroyed by fire, they are of very 
quick growth, but never grow to a size to 
make their timber of any value, and do not 
live above fifteen or twenty years. 

White Cedar (thuja occidentalism) This tree 
13 common only in the north west corner of 
the Island, where it occupies a considerable 
district, it is a very different tree from tlie red 
cedar of more southern climates. 

Having gone through the catalogue of forest 
trees, I think it proper to observe, that the 
timber of the Island, is allovred to be much 
better than the like species on the neighbour- 
ing parts of the Continent, being of a finei", 
and closer grain and texture, not so subject 
to shakes and defects, the pines, black birch, 
beech, and maple, are also larger than they 
are generally found on the adjacent parts of 
the Continent. 
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It is not in my power to describe -with 
scientific accuracy, the indigenous shrubs and 
vegetables of the Island ; many of them are 
only known to me by trifling names which 
can convey no information, I shall there- 
fore only briefly take notice of the most com- 
mon. 

The Black Cunant (ribes nigrum) is very 
common in low rich moist land, and in its 
native state, is very harsh and disagreeable, 
whether it is susceptible of improvement by 
cultivation, I am not informed, no trials that 
I am acquainted with, having ever been made 
to cultivate them. 

Wild Gooseberry (ribes grossularia) is also 
veiy comrooQ in the borders of the forest, and 
is often found in the old French cleared lands, 
they improve very much by cultivation, 
though they are far from disagreeable in their 
native state, and coming early, we have them 
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for baking, for which they are 'veiy good, 
before any other fruit. 

The Whortle Berry, or Blue Berry (vact 
cinium corymhomm) grows in great abundance 
in many districts, ai^d is very good, a giillon 
of spirits resetnbling gin in flavour, haa been 
distilled from a bushel of them, in some ^\%r 
tricts they are in such plenty, ^ to furnish 
the swine with their chief food for several 
weeks. 

The Cranberry (vaccinium osnfcoccos) grows 
on a small low creeping vine close to the ground, 
in the edge of marshes adjoining the upland, 
and in low, wet, pooj, sandy land ; the berries 
hang on very slender stalks, at first they are 
white but turn red as they ripen, and when full 
grown, are nearly the size of a common cherry, 
they remain without injury on the vines all 
winter, though they lose somewhat of their acid : 
They are much sought for exportation, as they 
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keep a long time; a»a sauce far the table tbey 
are generally preferred to any other acid fruit. 
There is another species of cranberry not so 
large, nor so pleasant a fruit, but growing in 
clusters on a rery pretty looking shrub, it is 
very ornamental, the fruit remaiuii^ on long 
after the leaves are fallen, in large bunches of 
a bright scarlet colour. 

The lUspberry (rubut idaus) is found in the 
greatest plenty, wherever the forest is destroyed 
by fire, or the timber cut dovrn, and the land 
left uncultivated, the first thing it produces 
is the raspberry, which soon covers the whole 
surface of such places, the fruit is equal to 
any I ever saw in England, though growing- 
wild, I never saw the white species produeed 
but in one spot of small extent, at first I was 
inclined to think they had been imported, but 
upon enquiry, I was convinced they were like 
the red, the indigenous production of the soil, 
though they appeared to be as fine flavoured, 
and large as any I ever saw. 
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The nmning Brambleberry (rubtii moluc- 
canus) are sometimes found in cold moist 
situations, but are not very common^ nor 
any where in great plenty. 

The Strawberry (fragaria vaca) is very 
Common in lands that have been long cleared* 
without being ciUtivated, and are also found 
in open spots in the forest, they are all of 
the scarlet kind, and though small, are well 
flavoured, and in some situations, grow large 
and in great plenty ; it has been remarked, 
that wherever the strawberry grows before the 
soil is cultivated, it afterwards throws up 
white clover in great abundance. 

The Hazle Nut (corylus acellana.) is com- 
mon in many parts of the Island. 

The Bayberry (myrica cerifera) is a small 
shrub, seldom rising above two feet and a half, 
it yields a strong aromatic perfume, and from 
the fruit which clings together in little green 
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clusters, a fine green \trax is extracted by boH^ 
ing \riiich makes excellent candles. 

The Ginseng (panaat trifotinum) is found in 
great plenty in tlie forest, where the timber 
is large, and the soil good, no attempt that 
I know of, has ever been made to ascertuA 
Its value. 

Dwarf Elder ( ) \% very com- 

mon in rich deep soil 

The Maiden Hair (adiantkus pedatuus) is 
vtjy common in the woods among 'evergreens. 

The Sarsaparilla (aral'ta) is found in great 
abundance, and from the warm nature of the 
poll is s^d to be much better than any to be 
found on the Continent, wltbin five degrees 
of the same latitude. 

Pigeon Berries ( ) grow 

in little clusters on a small plant, are of a 
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Bright scarlet, and ju some districts are ia 
great plenty, they have a mawkish sveet tast^ 
and fatten common fowls very fa&t. 

The Night Sh4de (solanum nigrum) is mucli 
too common, and ha» the s^me poisonous ef* 
fects here as in England, 

Besides these, there are several kinds of 
wild fruit, many shrubs, and a variety of 
plants that are not distinguished by any but 
trifling names, some of which, are much better 
known to the Indians, who frequently cure their 
disorders by means of herbs, without th? 
^ssjstanc^ of $ny medical person, 
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NATIVE ANIMALS, BIRDS, FISHES^ 
REPTILES AND INSECTS. 



WE have no animals on this Island but what 
lire met with on the neighbouring continent; 
glad never having been accurately examined or 
properly classed, neither a perfect catalogue nor 
a complete description of such as we are enabled 
to notice can be given ; some of the names, I 
imagine, are adopted from the resemblance of 
the aniipal to those oi a difierest climate, and 
are sometimes so erroneously applied, that it is 
to be apprehended they may often mislead. 

The following catalogue, arranged in tha 
order of Linnsus, is intended to give an idea 
of this branch of our natural history. 

Peal (phoca vitulina). This animal .s very 
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common, and is to be seen in all our rivers and 
harbours ; it is hardly possible to cross either 
without seeing them ;. upon the setting in of the 
winter, when by the geneial freezing of the 
creeks and rivers, they are obliged to quit 
them, they assemble in great numbers on par- 
ticular parts of the coast, where they know by- 
experience that the surface will continue long 
open ; they often quit the water at this .period, 
and lay in great numbers carelessly sleeping on 
the ice ; from this habit a curious circumstance 
happened a few years ago : on the setting in of 
the winter I797, a great number of seals had 
•assembled in a part of Hillsburgh Bay, where 
the strength and rapidity of the tide had pre- 
vented the surface from freezing, though all the 
rest of the bay, the haibours and creeks which 
run into it were completely frozen, and as 
Usual great number of them were laying on the 
ice, when the severity of the frost increased so 
rapidly, that the whole of this opening, oa 
which they depended for a communication with 
the sea, was frozen up so strongly in a few hours^ 
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that when they observed their situation they could 
not penetrate the ice, and as there was no open 
water in sight of them, instead of going seaward 
on the ice, they toolc to the land, and attempted 
to cross the island to get into the gulph at the 
north side thereof, but this was an exertion 
for which they were totally unqualified, and 
few of them got above two miles into the woods 
before they were completely exhausted, in this 
state- they were discovered by some of the 
neighbouring settlers, and several hundred of 
them killed, proving a valuable booty, as many 
of them were very large. 

■ Besides the seals which constantly frequent 
the waters of the Island, there is a larger kind 
brought on the coast annually in the month of 
April by the floating ice from th« northward, 
which are often in great numbers, and the 
taking them is constantly attended to, and is 
frequently very productive to those tfho follow 
tiie business, the oil is generally carried to Halifax 
or Quebec, where it sells from twenty-five to 
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tUrty-two pounds per ton; the method of 
taking the seals is by following the ice with 
schooDers, the success depends on the quantity 
. of northern ice that may be brought by the 
-wind on the coast ; sometimes vast quantities 
com^ other years little w none; when the 
fishermen meet with the ice they either fiisten 
their vessels to it, or if from appearance they 
judge that to be unsafe, leaving part of their 
crew on board to manage the vessel, the rest 
go upon the ice, where they find the seals 
asleep, frequently many hundreds together* 
and being an unwieldy heavy animal, which 
can only move very slowly out of the water, 
they are easily killed, a great many are shot^ 
some are spsared, others are killed by the stroke 
of a heavy stick on their noses, in these ways 
they frequently in two or three days get as many 
seals as their vessels will carry ; sometimes the 
Bumber taken is very trifling, cither from there 
being Uttle ice on the coast, or the weather 
being so bad as. not to permit the vessels going 
among the ice ; it is a precarious business^ and 



=flbyGoogle 



63 

attended with a considerable risk of the lives 
employed in it 

Red Fox (cants aloper). We have also the 
grey and the black fox ; the number of foxes 
taken on the Island is very considerable ; some 
years ago before bear skins were so much used 
in England thay bore a much higher price, and 
irere more in demand than at present ; foxes d6 
no &rdi<r injury than killing a few fowl^ 
they never attack sheep ; they are commonly 
taken in steel trs^s, sometimes they are ia^ 
veigled to a particular spot in the night by a 
bait placed for them, here a person is con- 
sealed with a gun, at such a distance as to 
make sure of them ; in this way five or six 
have been killed by one person in the course of 
a few hours. 

Wild Cat (felh lynx) called by the French 
Loup Cervier, this is a Urge animal standing 
about two feet and a half high, the head and 
body of a full grown one, will be about tiirec 
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feet in length, the head is the only part of it 
that resembles a cat, the tail is only about an 
inch and a half in length ; the colour a light 
grey, the feet are very large, spreading much 
to enable it to run on the snow, it is armed 
vith strong claws and looks more formidable- 
than it really is ; it lives upon hares and par- 
tridges which it takes by surprize ; they are some- 
times seen crossing the rivers on the ice in 
winter ; .when pursued in that situation by 
dogs it sits doMm quietly, until the dogs 
«ome up, when it seems much surprised at their 
hostility, and in return generally knocks the 
first dog down with a stroke of its fore paw, 
and then mns off, if it has above half a mile to 
run before it reaches the wood^ the dogs will ge- 
.nerally come up with it, when it is easily 
killed even by a single dog, if it escapes .the 
dogs until it gets into the woods, it immediately 
runs up a tree, when it is acertain mark with a 
gun, very few of them have been known to 
attack sheep or lambs ; they are chiefly caught 
,in the winter in snares and steel traps ; the 
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skin is sold at froip ten to fifteen shillings ; the 
flesh is as white as veal, and has becij frequently 
eaten by epicures and much relished. 

Otter (mustela lutra.) These have been 
very plenty in the Island, and are stili caught 
in considerable numbers, some of the skins sell 
as high as six dollars. 

Martin (mustela.) This is a very shy little 
animal and is seldom seen in the woods, though 
some years in great abundance, it is taken in 
the winter by means of a small log-trap baited ; 
its fyr has been out of fashion for mufi!^ and 
tippets for some years, which has rendered it 
less valuable than formerly. 

Weasel (mustela martes.) This little animal 
is common, and often destructive among 
poultry. 

Ermine (mustela erminea.) This beautiful 
little animal is red like a ioit in summer and 
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white in winter : it is distinguished from \ih6 
common weasel by the tip of its tail which is 
always .black ; it is not common but is some- 
times seen in making roads, when it is necessary 
to cut and remove many fallen trees, in the bodies 
of which it makes its nest. 

Bear (ursus arctos.) The Bear known here 
is the black species, though they are distin- 
guished by their muzzles, some having them 
red, others white, the latter are said not to 
do any mischief, living upon berries, ants, 
small fish which they catch in the creeks, and a 
large insect, which they obtain by tearing the 
old wind-fallen trees to pieces ; the former are 
sometimes very destructive among the cattle, 
and will attack the largest ox or cow : the 
quantity of black cattle, sheep, and hogs, 
destroyed by them annually on the Island is 
very considerable, but like other evils, which 
settlements in new countries are subject to, it 
will lessen rapidly, and in less than half a 
century, I have no doubt but the bears will be 
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entirely extirpated! When we compare the. 
fliischief doae by them, to the ravages of the 
woM", in the new settlements on. the Conti^ 
nent, it is trafHng indeed. The bear, unless 
swrprise^' and closely attacked, almost always 
runs away from a man, and except it be the 
she bear with her young cubs, is very seldom 
dangerous; in upwards of twelity years re^ 
•idence on the Island, I do not know a single 
instance of any persons losing their lives by a 
tear. 

Ground Mouse (sorer murinus.) This is the 
little animal whose ravages have been so much 
spoken of and exaggerated to almost every 
person who has ever heard any thing of the 
Island, being often represented by those who 
are disposed from interest or otherwise, to de- 
preciate the value of it, as attacking us pe- 
riodically, and destroying every kind of ve- 
getable production, than which nothing can 
be more groundless, or unfounded. In thirty 
years I have been acquainted with the Island 



n,<jr.=^-h, Google 



68 

and upwards of twenty years actual' residence 
there, I have never known mice do any injury 
to the crops, two or three years only excepted 
and then partially, and by no means general 
through the Island. Yet I am sensible it ist 
often mentioned in Nova Scotia, as what 
frequently happens, although it might be ex- 
pected, Uiat the quantity of grain which we 
send them annually, ought long ago to have 
induced them to desist from a representation, 
so palpably erroneous and ui^just. 

The same species of mice are frequently 
to be met with on the adjacent parts of the 
Continent, where they occasionally do con- 
siderable mischief, in those particular districts 
which happen to be in the neighbourhood of 
tracts of beech-rwood forest. Though the miqe 
may somotimes partially injure the crops, yet 
there are many years successively in which 
none are to be seen on the Island, and no 
person who is well acquainted with it, is under 
any serious apprehension of injury from them^ 
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ftnd as the beach-wood forests are , dltni- 

■ iiUhed, so will the number of the mice de- 

■ ci-ease. It being well known their increase is 
owing to ■ the great crops of beech mast, pro- 
duced occasionally in certain districts, as, a 
proof of which it is observable, that in those 
parts that are remote from any quantity of that 

■wood, no injury to- the crops has ever been 
knoMrn to happen. 

Hare (lepus timidus,) Hares are in great 
plenty all over the Island, they are chiefly 
taken in winter, by means of long fences or 
-hedges made of brush wood, cut down and 
piled so closely, that they cannot easily get 
through, and in every fifteen or twenty yards' 
of this fence a small opening is left,- in which 
a snare is placed. 

The Musquash (castor zibeikkus) builds a 
' cabin of mud and sticks in fresh water ponds' 
he is not very shy, being frequently seen 
swimming about the ponds. 
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The Mink ( ^ is an amphibiooa 

animal, and burrows in the earth by the side 
of rivers. Its fur is more valuable than the 
musquash, it is a mischievous little animal, 
making its way into out-houses, and destroying 
'poultry and eggs. 

Of scpiirrels, we have three species. The 
red squirrels (sciurus Jiavus.) _ The Striped 
^t\\{\T\-t\(sciurus striatus.) The flying squirrel 
(sciurus wbms) this is a beautiful lively little 
animal, its fur is extremely delicate -and fine, 
■but it is not so common as the two first species, 
Squirrels increase vastly in number like the 
mice, after an abundant crop of beech mast, 
particularly the striped squirreL 

The only mamillary biped which we Have is 
the Bat (vespertill'io murinus) they are to be 
seen in great plenty on summer evenings in 
the neighbourhood of houses and at the edge 
of the woods. 
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%e following catalogue of birds, though^ 
)ftot complete, is the fullest I believe that has 
yet been collected, 

Bald Eagle Falco kucocepkalus. 

Brown Eagle Falco fulvus, not often 

seen. 

Falco kudsonius, 

Falco sparverius. 

Falco columbarius. 

Strix myctea. 



Large brown Hawk 

Hen Hawk 

Pigeon Hawk 

White Owl 

Speckled Owl 

Barn Owl 

Bird Hawk 

Crow 

Blue Jay 

Crow Black Bird 



Strix aluco. 
Strix passerina. 
Lanius canadensis. 
Corvus corax 
Corvus cristatus. 
Gracufa quiscv,la. 



Great red crested Wood 
Pecker 



Red-headed Wood 
Pecker 

White-back Wood 
Pecker 



Pisus pileatus 

Pitut erytkrocephalus 



Picus auratus 
Speckled Wood, Pecker pieus maeulosus 
King's Fisher Jl^e^o alcyon. 
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Humming Bird 
White-head Coot 
Black Duck 
Brant Goose 
Wild or Black Goose 
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Trochilus toluhrit. 
Anas spectahilis 
Anas nigra 
Anas bernida. 
Anas canadensis. 



The last is the largest bird of the goose kindj 
it is a bird of passage, and gregarious by the 
mixture of this with the common goose a mon- 
grel is produced, which is a much finer bird on 
the table than either of the parents, but will not 
breed again. Vast flocks of geese arrive fronj 
the southward towards the end of March and be- 
ginning of April, they stay but a few weeks, 
passing on to the northward as the season ad- 
vances ; a few of them, however, breed in un- 
frequented places on the Island, and are some- 
times caught, both old and young, in the month 
of July, when neither can fly, they sometimes 
chuse to lay their eggs in the old deserted nest 
o^ the bald eagle, on the top of a dead Pine tree, 
eighty orninety feet from the ground, to which 
they bring their young when hatched ; when 
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they build on the ground, if they find their nest 
has been discovered and their eggs handled, 
they will immediately remove them one by one, 
flying, with the egg grasped between their bill 
and neck. 

The geese begin to return from the northward 
about the 1st of September. In October and 
November they are in great numbers in all 
the harboui's, creeks and rivers on the Island ; 
when they return they are at first very poor, 
but in a few weeks become very fat and fine by 
feeding on the roots of the salt grass, which 
every where grows along the shores, and which 
they dig up out of the sand and mud ; they are 
never strong nor fishy like the European Wild 
Goose. The Brant is a stilt finer bird, and are 
also in great numbers, they do uot leave us so 
soon in the beginning of the Summer as the 
geese, staying generally till about the tenth 
of June, when tbey collect in prodigious large 
flocks, and go all away in two days, the noise 
they make for some days before they go off, 
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vhen thc'flocks are collectiog, may be heafd 
for many miles ; they return about the same 
lime the geese do, and stay till about the end 
of November, when they go off to the south- 
ward, but not with the formality they observe 
in their migration northward, they never breed 
on the Island, nor any where round the Gulph, 
but are known to breed in great numbers on the 
lakes on the Coast of Labradore, and on Sagany 
River, which runs into the River St. Laurence. 



Sea Duck 


Anas moUissima. 


Dipper 


Anas albeola 


Widgeon 


Anas penelopc. 


Sea Pigeon 


Anas histrionica. 


Blue-winged Teal 


Anas discors. 


Grey Duck 


Anas sponsa. 


Red-bellied Sheldrake 


Mergus serrator. 


Pyed Sheldrake 


Mergus castor. 


Penguin 


Aim impennk. 


Shag 


Pekcanus graculus. 


Gannet 


Pekcanus cassamis. 


Loon 


Colymbus immer. 
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White GuU Lerus annus. ■ 

Grey Gull Larusfu'scus. 

Mackerel Gull Lartu ridibundua. 
Tee-Arr, or^shingGuU Sterna minuta. 

Craae Ardea canadensis. 

Wood Snipe Scolopax fedoe. 

Grey Curlew Scolopas totama. 
Large-speckled Curlew Scohpax lappomca. 

Seach Bird Tringa -arenaria. 

Black-breasted Plover Charadrim hiaiicula. 

Kildee Charadrius <cociferus. 

Pyed Plover Charadrius apricarius. 

Partridge Tetrao marilandicus. 

The partridge is very common in our woods, 
and like the mice and squirrels, become very 
plentiful, the year after a great crop of beech 
mast; they are considerably larger than the 
English partridge; the flesh is as white as 
that of a pheasant, which it resembles more on 
the table than a partridge, when disturbed the 
whole covey fly upon the nearest tree, where 
they often sit quietly till they are all successively 
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shot; in the months of April and May th^ 
are easily fouud in the woods, from the mate 
bird making a loud noise, by beating' with bis 
wings on an old log, which is heard at a great 
distance. It has been found necessary to pro- 
hibit the tilHng of partridges between the tirat 
of April and the first of September, by an act 
of the legislature ; any person convicted before 
a magistrate of trespassing against this law, 
forfeits the sum of ten shillings for every par- 
tridge so killed, one half to the informer or 
prosecutor, the other half to the treasury of 
the-Island : with this exception, every person 
is allowed to shoot when and where they please, 
which with the liberty claimed of fishing in 
ponds and rivers, measured into the different 
townships, and for which the proprietors pay 
quit renr to the crown, is complained of as a 
hardship : restraining people in both cases to 
lands owned and occupied by themselves, or 
to those totally unsettled and neglected would 
certainly be more equitable. 
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Wild Pigeon {columba migrateria.) Wild 
Pigeons come in the spring from the southward 
in great plenty, and breed in the woods during 
the summer months : some years they are in 
much greater number than others, when the 
corn is cut and in shocks, they come out of the. 
woods in greater numbers than could be wished, 
and are particularly troublesome in fields near, 
tiie woods. 

Robin (^turdus mtgratorius). This bird comes 
from the southward in April, they are in great 
numbers, and are about the size of an English 
black-bird ; they stay till November. 

Snow Bird (emberiza hyemaOs). The snow 
bird is about the size of a sparrow, has a beau- 
tifully variegated plumage ; they are to be seen 
about the houses and bam yards in winter, in 
small flocks ; they are very delicate, and said 
to be equal In flavour to the European ortalon. 
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Boblincoln 
Yellow Bird 
Winter Sparrow 
Spring Bird 
Cat Bird 
Yellow Crown 
Blue Bird 
Common Wren 
Blue Titmouse 
Tomteet 
Bank Swallow 
Whip Poor Will 
Night Hawk 
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Emieriza oryzhortt, 
Fringilla tristw. 
Fringilla grisea 
Fringilla. 

Jtfusciaqta caroUnemi*, 
Muscicapajiava. 
Moiaalla sialic. 
Metacilla trocbtlbf- 
Parus ameHcantu. 
Farus •cirginianus. 
Hirundo r^ria. 
Caprimulgus ei^^pana. 
C^rimulgtts ataericamu 



There are many other birds whose name# I 
am not sufficiently acquainted with to en^le 
me to include them in this catalogue. 



REPTILES. 



Toad 

Pond Frog 
Green Frog 
Bull Frog 
Brown Lizard 



Ranabufo. 
Rana oceellatSi 
Rana arbtria. 
Rana Boans. 
Lactrta punctata. 
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• 

SERPENTS. 

JBrown Snake Coluber sipedon^ 

Green Snake Coluber saurita. 

Striped Snake Anguis eryx. 

None of these Snakes are dangerOQS, or their 
bite in the least poisonous. That there is no 
dangerous reptile in the Island, must be con- 
sidered as a very pleasant circumstance, ax 
people can traverse the forest every where, and 
sleep there without being under any appreheo- 
sion of injurj'. 

AMPHIBIOUS FISHES. 

Dog Fish Sgualus eatulus. 

Shark Squalm carckarius. 

Sturgeon Aeipenser sturio. 

. Sharks are not often seen, however, they 
are to be met with on the Coast of the Island, 
but hare very seldom been known to come 
into the harbours. Sturgeons are very com- 
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niOQ in the summer months in all tha harbours, 
the Indians are the only people who catch 
them, some of them are six and seven feet in 
length, 

FISHES. 
Eel (murcena anguilla). Eels are in great 
plenty here, and in no other country finer, 
they go into the mud in the winter, many feet 
under the surface ; they are found in greatest 
plenty in the harbours on the north side of the 
Island, where they bed in the muddy flats, 
they are also known to get under the salt 
marshes in some places, and are particularly 
fond of situations where there are springs of 
fresh water issuing out of the earth, they are 
taken in winter by cutting holes in the ice, 
and driving a spear into the mud, these spears 
have five prongs, the extremities of which are 
all turned up inwards, ending in a sharp point, 
when they happen to strike an eel in the mud, it 
is held between the prongs which being elastic, 
open by the pressure, and when pulled up, the 
sharp turned-up prongs prevent the eels escaping 
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till ■ they are shook off the spear upon the ice, 
it is very laborious work taking Ihem, but 
they are well worth the trouble, being ex- 
tremely rich and fine, a barrel of eels is 
reckoned of as much value to a labouring 
family as one of salted meat, they are also 
taken on the flats in summer nights by torch 
light ; the calm nights which so frequently 
happen in the months of June and July afford 
many opportunities for this kind of fishing, 
which is not an unpleasant amusement, various 
other fish such as skate, flounders, trout, torn- 
cod, bass, and plenty of lobsters are taken at 
llie same time, the whole is done by spearing, 
except the lobsters, which are taken by put- 
ting a cleft pole over their backs, and pressing 
it down, until it takes sufficient hold of them, 
when they are lifted into the boat, by this 
means the shell is not in the least injured. 
The fish seem infatuated by the light, and,keep 
swimming round the boat ; the torches used, 
are made of the white birch bark tyed up in 
a small bundle, this easily takes fire, burns 
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with great brilliancy, and lasts a considerable 
time, the only apparatus is a cleft stick of 
seven or eight feet in length, which is stuck 
up in the bow of the boat or canoe, in the 
top or cleft the torches are stuck, and when 
nearly burned out, are replaced by g, fresh 
one. The Indians are the most expert hands 
at this fishery, and their light bark canoes, 
which they manage with wonderful dexterity, 
give them a great advantage over a person in 
a common canoe or skiff. 

Haddock Gadus ceglesinui. 

Cod Gadus morhua. 

Cod are perhaps no where in greater plenty 
than ott.the coast of the Island, all the principal 
fishing ground in the Gulph of St. Laurence, is 
in sight of our shores, the Americans at present, 
reap the greatest advantage of the cod fishery 
here. 

Tom-Cod or Frost Fish (Gadus tuscus.) 



Digrr^ibyGoogle 



83 

This iish is in great abundance in all our 
harboura, in flavour it much resembles the 
whiting of the British seas, they come into 
the creeks and rivulets to spawn in vast num- 
bers in the month of December, when they 
are easily taken. 

Hake Gadus molva 

Sculpion Cottus quadricornis. 

Flounder Pleuronectesjlessus, 

Halibut Pleuronectes Hippoglossus: 

This is a very large fish, and though often 
eat is very coarse, the fins only are very 

palatable, they are sometimes got of 300lb. 
weight. 

"White Perch Perca lucioperca. 

Sea Perch Perca undulaia. 

Bass Perca ocelata. 

Perch are very fine here, and are found in 
all our rivers and ponds that have a com- 
munication with the sea. Bass are in great 
numbers in all our harbours, they are frequently 
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got at the narrow entrance of the north-side 
harbours on moon-light nights, with a hook 
and line; the line and hook baited with the 
tail of a lobster is coiled up and thrown 
■ into deep water, and drawn on shore quickly, 
in this 'way many arc taken, they are also 
speared on the flats in the bays and harbours of 
the south side, where they arc in great plenty. 

Chub Perca philcuUlpkita. 

Bream Perca chrysoptera 

Mackerel Scomber scomber. 

Mackerel are in great plenty on this coast, and 
come into all our harbours, in which they are 
caught from July to November. 

Salmon (salmo solar.) Though salmon are 
found in all our rivers, they are not in such 
abundance, as in the great fresh-water rivers 
in our neighbourhood on the Continent, in 
some of which, are perhaps the greatest sal- 
mou fisiieries in the world, on the north side 
«f the Island, in all tjie harbours they may be 
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seen leaping out of the water frequently in 
the months of June and July, particularly at 
St Petal's Bay, where, and in the Rive'' 
Morell, which runs into it a great many are 
taken : they do not come into the Hills- 
burgh River, and the other rivers on the 
south side of the Island, until the latter end 
of September, and the beginning of October, 
when they are on the point of spawning, and 
are not good. The old French people on the 
Island say, that salmon were formerly in much 
greater plenty than they have been for many 
years past, as aproof of which, they relate that 
two brigs of considerable Ijurthen, used to 
load annually with salmon, caught in the 
harbour of St. Peters, for Rochelle in France. 

Trout (salmo Jario) are found in all our 
rivers, harbours, and ponds, and having access 
to the sea, are extremely fine, and often very 
large. Trout fishing in the bays on the north 
aide in the latter end of May and beginning of 
June, afFords^'^ne amusement to such as are 
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fond of it, the method is to anchor a boat near 
the edge of the channel, where there is a con- 
siderable ripple occasioned by the tide, here an 
angler is not incommoded with any thing, and 
he has room to display his skill to the utmost, 
and is sure of abundant sport. In July the 
trout go into the fresh water, and in some 
places are taken in great numbers. 

Smelt (salmo eperianus.) Smelts are in great 
abundance, they are finest in winter, and 
are easily taken by cutting a hole in the ice, 
on the salt water close to the shore, where the 
water is not more than eighteen inches deep, 
they bite readily at a little bit of white meat. 
In April they go into the fresh-water brooks 
and springs, in euch numbers that they may 
be taken up by a scoop nett in bushels, they 
are much larger, and finer flavoured than any 
I ever saw in England. 

Herring (clupea harengus.) This fish fre- 
quents the coasts, bays, and harbours of this 
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Island, in immense shoals ; in the latter end 
of April and beginning of May, thej* may 
literally be said to fill them, particularly the 
north-side harbours, and the harbour of 
George Town ; there is no difficulty in taking 
them in any quantity in which they can pos- 
sibly be wanted. 

Aiewife or Gasperaux (clupea serrata.) 
This species, though not so plentiful as the 
common herring, are found in great numbers 
in many parts of the Island, they go into the 
fresh water to spawn. In the beginning of 
June, great shoals of them go up the Hills- 
burgh River, towards the head of which a good 
many are taken annually. 

Skate Rata hatis. 

Thornback Rata clmata. 

There are many other fishes nOt known to 
me by such names, as will enable me to arrange 
them. 
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Crabs, Lobsters, and Shrimps.- (^Cancer). 
Lobsters are in the greatest plenty in all our 
harbours and on the coast, they are seldom 
sold for more than sixpence a dozen, and are 
often very fine. The crabs are of no value. 
Shrimps are found on all the flats in our har^ 
hours in summer and are large and fine. 

VERMES. 

Sea Clam Holothuriaphantapkus, 

Squid Sepia media. 

Hog Clam Mya arenaria. 

Razor Shell Fish Sokn ensis. 

Long Shell Clam Solen radiatU. 

Oyster (ostrea). Oysters are in great plenty 
in all the harbours on the Island, in some 
places beds of them of several acres extent 
may be found, most of the lime hitherto used 
in the Island has been burnt from their shells, 
and it is commonly the practice to burn the 
live oysters for that purpose, putting many 
hundred barrels of them in a kiln together. 
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They are preferred to any other American 
oysters by all Europeans who have eaten thein. 

Muscle (mytilus edulis). Large beds of 
muscles are found in most of our harbours, 
which are never used for any other purpose than 
making lime of their shells. 

INSECTS. 

Horned Beetle Scarabceus simson 

Lady Fly Coccinella, several spe- 

cies. 
Fire Fly Lampyris luctda. 

Grasshopper (grillus). Several species which 
are often injurious to our grass lands and pas- 
tures in dry summers. 

Bug Cinex. several species. 

Butter Fly Papillo numerous species 

Dragon Fly 

Adder Fly 

Wasp 

Hornet 



^LibeUula, several species 
> Vespa, several species. 
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>(Jpis) several species 



Bumljle Bee 

Wild Bee 

Ant (Formica) many species 

Black Fly 7^^ 

\ Numerous species 
Brown Fly j ^ 

Horse Fly (TabanitsJsevetlA species 

Mosquito (Culex Pipiens) 

Mosquitos and the small black or Sand 
Fly are very troublesome in sunmier, but 
they decrease much as the country is cleared ; 
they are wbrst in the neighbourhood of salt 
marshes or wet ground ; in open clear lands 
that face the south west they are not much 
felt, except in calm moist weather. 

Upon looking over this account of our na- 
tive animals, I found that the sea-cow, formerly 
so plenty, had escaped my attention, as many 
people think they will again become so, and as 
they still exist, though greatly reduced in num- 
ber, it is hoped the following short account of 
them may be satisfactory. 
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Sea-cow (Jrichecus manatiis). This large am- 
phibious animal was found in great numbers on 
the north coast of this Island thirty years ago, 
but they have now become very scarce, and are 
seldom seen on shore. From 1770 to 1775, 
they were annually caught in considerable num- 
bers near the north point of the Island, at that 
time Governor Patterson assumed the right of 
granting the sea-cow fishery as it was called, 
(though the whole business was carried on on 
dry landj by an annual licence, upon which a 
considerable fee wa.^ paid, and sometimes it was 
very profitable, as great numbers were then 
taken. 

These animals were accustomed to resort to 
one or two particular spots near the north cape, 
and several hundreds would sometimes go on 
shore at once; they were left undisturbed un- 
til the wind blew off the land, when the people 
got between them and the sea, and probed 
those that were next to them with sticks, whose 
points were brought nearly to the same degree 
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of sharpness as the large tusks of these animals, 
this set them in motion towards the woods, and 
they probed on those that were before them, 
and the whole flock, said sometimes to exceed 
three hundred, were soon in motion and pro- 
ceeded into the woods, where they were easily 
killed with long spears. It somethnes happened 
that without any apparent reason they would 
turn back towards the sea, before they had 
got so far from it as to render the attempt to 
begin the slaughter safe, and if still in sight of 
the sea, on their return they kept in a body to 
which nothing could be opposed with any 
effect; but when gota considerable way into the 
woods they appeared to loose their sagacity, and 
scattered in different directions, seeming at the 
same time insensible of danger, though the 
slaughter of their fellows was going on close to 
them. I have been informed that some of them 
would weigh four thousand pounds ; their oi! 
is said to be the purest of all animal oil, and the 
French inhabitants of the island eat it very 
readily ; some parts of the skins are an inch a»d 
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a half in thickness, and prodigiously strong and 
valuable for making many useful articles, which, 
if kept dry, are very durable, even without tan- 
ning or dressing of any kind : the Urge tusks 
produce a species of Ivory closer grained than the 
common Ivory. These teeth are evidently given 
them by nature to enable them to dig the shell fish 
out of the bottom of thesea, on which they appear 
to live, no other substance being ever found in 
their stomachs. They are not found on any other 
part of the eastern coast of America, to the 
southward of Hudson's Bay, than in the Gulph 
of St. Laurence, all the southern part of which, 
is of a moderate depth of water, seldom exceed- 
jng 25 fathoms, and the bottom generally san- 
dy, and producing vast quantities of sliell fish. 

The coaetboth to the northward and couth- 
ward of the gulph, for a great distance is every 
where rocky ground with deep water, wliich is 
supposed to be the reason that these animals, 
who require only a moderate depth of water, 
and a sandy bottom for producing shell fish, 
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are not found on this coast, but iu the gulph ; 
besides what were taken annually od this 
Island in the manner above mentioned, great 
numbers were taken on and about the Mag- 
dalen Islands in the summer months, where 
they resorted much at that season of the year 
with their young, of which they are so fondi 
that they will run any risk for their preservation ; 
and though they were supposed to have de- 
creased much, they were still found in con- 
siderable numbers, till after the American war, 
when 80 many New England fishermen poured 
into the gulph, and attacked them about the 
Magdalen Islands in summer, that in two or 
three years the species were nearly destroyed, 
few having been seen for several years after, 
however the breed still exists, and they are 
ROW known to be increasing ^t, and if the 
killing them was but under proper regulations, 
they might again become so numerous as to 
be an object of great consequence, but this 
never can be the case while the New England 
fiishernien are allowed to come into the gulph 
and destroy them. 
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CLIMATE AND SEASONS. 



The climate of this Island partakes in an 
eminent degree of the well-known healthful- 
ness of the neighbouring countries of Nova 
Scotia, New Brunswick and Canada, to all of 
which it is in some respects Superior, being 
intireiy free from the fogs by which the two 
first are so much infestctf, and unincumbered 
with lakes of fresh water which so often gene- 
rate sickly seasons in the latter, producing in- 
termittent and other fevers, happily unknown 
here, to which we may add that the cold is not 
by many degrees so great in winter ; for which 
our insular situation, and distance from any 
high land will naturally account ; it is a common 
expression with Canadians who occasionally 
visit the Island, when they see the houses of our 
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new settlers, " If we were not to use other pre- 
cautions against the winter, we should be all 
frozen in our beds ;" Canadian houses must be 
all warmed by stoves, here stoves are by no 
means common, houses tolerably finished are as 
completely warmed by a common fire-place as 
in England, not that we can compare the tem- 
perature of the two climates as by any means 
similar, but our fires have only a dry elastic 
cold to get the better of. English cold is a 
raw damp obstinate intruder. In Canada the 
severity of the winter otherwise healthy, often 
produces the pleuresy, which frequently carries 
off the young and healthy, here the complaint 
is almost u])known. 

The seasons here have been variously de- 
scribed, often as has suited the humour or views 
of the relator, and accordingly falsehood has not 
been spared either in exaggeration or deprecia-t 
, tion : if we have had sanguine individuals, who 
overlooking the disadvantages of a winter, of 
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above four months continiiauce, and all the 
difficulties incideut to a new country in such a 
climate, have injured themselves and deceived 
others, the Island has equally suffered from 
disappointed unprincipled adventurers, some 
of them speculators in land, otliers on the pub- 
lic offices of the colony, the one wild and 
extravagant in their expectations, the others 
turbulent and flagitious in their schemes. The 
former disappointed by their own folly, the 
latter by the good sense and spirit of 'the 
colony, have in revenge equally contributed, 
and often united their utmost endeavours to 
misrepresent and depreciate the Island, both in 
respect to its natural qualities, and the admini- 
stration of its public affairs: hence the various 
accounts in circulation of the climate, soil, 
and circumstances of the country, than 
which, nothing can be more contradic- 
tory. 

The winter of this climate, is the se^on 
which has created the the greatest controversy 
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among those who pretend to describe it, I sJiall 
therefore begin with that season, and as 
far as my experience will enable me, en- 
deavour to give my readers a clear idea of 
its nature and duration. In the first place, 
I must state, that the changes of temperature 
in our winters, are much greater, and more 
rapid, than any thing of the kind ever ex- 
-perienced in Great Britain, without however 
producing any ill eifects, that I have ever ob- 
served, on the general health of the inhabitants. 

The commencement and duration of the 
winter varies much in one year from another, 
the Hillsburgh river opposite Charlotte Town, 
has been crossed on the ice, as early as the 
first week in December, and on othei,years haa 
been open as late as the 20th of January, and 
on several years successively, as late as the 8th 
or 10th of that month, and in the spring wc 
have the same harbour, sometimes not clear of 
ice before the Soth of April, and on other years, 
open at the same time in March ; these are 
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varieties of such an extent as to famish the 
means of deception either way, to tliose who 
are not very scrupulous, and accordingly 
accounts are to be met with, which state 
our winters to be of six months continu- 
ance, while others will allow us to have 
little more than three ; but, it is to he ob- 
served, that with respect to the temperature 
and character of this season, nothing can be 
concluded from the circumstance of its com- 
mencing early, as experience teaches us, that a 
winter which is early in its commencement, is 
often mild throughout, and on the other hand, 
winters late of setting in, are commonly severe . 
in proportion ; our hardest winters however, 
have a great deal of mild weather, even during 
that part of the season, when the most severe 
cold might be looked for. The fpUowing cir- 
cumstances, I think will be readily admitted 
.by all who know the country, as pretty ac- 
curately describing our winter. The last half 
of November and the first half of December, 
English winter weather, sometimes raining^ 
H 2 
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sometimes freezing, sometimes snowiog with 
gales of wind, not often however so hard as is 
common in Europe at this season, but this 
period like the whole of our winters, varies 
much in one year from another ; sometimes a 
great part of it is real winter weather, in other 
years, the whole is quite mild, the ther- 
mometer often rising higher than it ever does 
in England at this season, sometimes the first 
part of this period is a little winter, and the 
last mild autumnal weather; on other years, 
the weather continues uninterruptedly mild, 
till the middle of December, and then the 
winter sets in steadily at one*; from the mid- 
dle to the latter end of this month, we gene- 
rally have the winter set in in earnest, but 
in other years it is quite mild, till after the 
commencement of the new year ; for two 
years successively I have ploughed all the 
last week of December ; this, however, is the 
natural time to look for our winter, and in 
which it will be both beneficial and agree- 
able, there cannot be a pleasantcr contrast 
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in regard to winter weather, than between our 
dry clear bracing cold, and the raw moist un- 
steady weather which sometimes precedes it, 
and which is so common for a great part oi 
the winter in many countries. I may here 
observe that from our latitude, we of course 
hav« the sun considerably longer above the 
horizon than in England at this season, which 
added to the general clear state of our at- 
mosphere gives us at least two hours more 
day light than in any part of Great Britun at 
this period of the year. 

In January and Fcbruaiy we look for a great 
deal of steady cold weather, yet it often hap- 
pens, that after fifteen or twenty days severe 
frost, the weather changes, and it becomes 
mild for as long a time, the mercury falling 
only a few degrees below the freezing point, 
and sometimes by the winds coming to the 
S. W. for several days together, the weather 
becomes so warm as to form a very extra- 
ordinary contrast to the surface of the earth 
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and the waters all covered with ice ; ~ and 
though we generally have the deepest snows in 
these months, yet in some years We have much 
bare ground at this time, which is by no 
means desirable, as it interferes with our win- 
ter employments, by preventing the use of 
sledges on the roads from the want of snow 
for them to run on, whereby the getting of 
timber and fire wood out of the woods, and 
hay from the marshes is much impeded ; the 
want of snow at this period is also injurious 
to our grass lands, by exposing them too much 
to the severity of the frost when it happens 
that after a thaw or a tract of mild weather 
the cold again becomes severe before any snow 
falls to cover and protect the surface. 

Though the weather is never so severe in 
March as frequently happens in the two pre- 
. ceding months, a great part of it is some- 
times boisterous and Cold, and that most fre- 
quently happens when the preceding part of 
the winter has been remarkably mild, but in 
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what is called a natural winter this month* 
produces very pleasant weather, the days are 
now long, the sky in general very clear, and 
in the middle of the day the heat of the sun 
very considerable, dissolving the snow and ice 
rapidly ; it is generally in this month that 
most of our timber is brought out of the 
forest, and also a stock of fire wood laid 
in for the reminder of the year. About 
the middle of the month the sap begins 
to rise in the trees, and towards the latter end 
of it the business of making maple sugar com- 
mences. The mouths of the harbour^ channels 
when the tides are rapid, the heads of the 
rivers and creeks which have been frozen 
duting the preceding months now open ; and 
aquatic birds begin to return from the south- 
ward. 

In this and the two preceding months, a 
freezing rain, or as it is commonly called, a 
silver thaw, sometimes happens on these oc- 
casions, the trees are frequently so incrusted 
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with ice, that many of the smaller branches 
break with its weight, as the smallest twig 
will sometimes have an inch of ice round it, 
this state of the weather generally takes 
place in the night, and continues but a few 
hours. If the sun happens to shine while the 
trees are in this state, nothing can exceed 
the splendor of the forest, every branch seems 
enclosed in diamonds, and reflects the rays 
of the sun with the utmost brilUancy; it is 
imposBible to describe the eifects of the scene 
that this state of the weather occasionally 
exhibits. 

The month of April is often more variable 
and unsteady than its predecessors, frequently 
exhibiting summer and winter alternately in 
the coune of a week ; when the wind is to the 
southward or S. W. we have always genuine 
mild spring, sometimes indeed very warm for 
many days together, exhibiting a most tanta- 
lizing contrast to the surrounding objects, and 
when we are expecting that a few days more 
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will secure us against the return of winter, 
perhaps the wind suddenly chops round to the 
northward, and it becomes as unnaturally 
cold, with considerable falls of snow, but 
which seldom lays on the ground above a day 
or two ; sometimes there is much easterly vind 
in this month, which on this coast is always 
damp and disagreeable, and often attended 
with rain : in other years, the first part of the 
month will be cold, and all the rest fine steady 
spring weather, the snow disappearing rapidly, 
and the ground getting dry very soon, plough- 
ing often commences about the middle of the 
month, and in warm sheltered situations, 
there is a considerable degree of vegetation 
towards the latter part of it In some years 
the spring is so forward as to enable the far- 
mers to commit a good deal of seed to the 
ground before the end of the month. 

The month of May is subject to easterly 
winds, which are always damp, chilly, 
and disagreeable, and we have still occasion- 
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ally night fiosts after a N. W. wind, but 
■when the wind is to the S. W, the weather is 
very fine, and vegetation advances rapidly; 
hy the 20th the fields will generally be green, 
and towards the latter end of the month 
the trees commonly get into leaf : from the 
middle of the month, the weather sets in 
dry, little rain falling from this time, tit' 
towards the end of July : rains, with a wind 
from the eastward in this month, are cold and 
injurious to vegetation ; when they happen 
with the wind from the westward, they are 
highly beneficial. 

In June the face of the country, assumes 
the most vivid appearance, and the air is 
most delightfiilly perfumed by the blossoms of 
the trees, and tlie fiowers of various aromatic 
shrubs and herbs, the atmosphere is so loaded 
with the farina of the trees, that great quan- 
tities of it which fall on the water is driven 
ashore by the winds, and collects at high 
water mark, m the form of a beautiful yellow 
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powder ; from the middle of the month, the 
S. W. Tvind sets in steadily, and the weather 
then becomes nearly as warm as in the two 
succeeding months : it generally hluws a fresh 
breeze during the day, but at sun-set the 
wind dyes away, and the nights continue calm. 
In a forward season, a few of our wild, 
strawberries will be found ripe on a southern 
aspect about the end of the month ; and I 
have more than once seen green pease at the 
same time. 

In July the weather is very fine and steadily 
warm, the thermometer standing generally be- 
tween seventy and eighty, sometimes it rises as 
high as eighty-six, the wind blows almost con- 
stantly at south-west a fresh breeze, and coming 
immediately off the water serves to temper the 
heat ; when the wind fails in the evening and 
the night continues calm, the heat is at this 
time more disagreeable during the night than 
in the day, the weather often continues dry 
through the greater part of the month, but we 



Digrr^ibyGoogle 



108 

are generally relieved from any drought by 
heavy showers, though of very short duration, 
which accompaoy thunder storms ; these stormi 
very seldom do any mischief, they are always 
over in two or three hours, and the weather 
immediately becomes clear and steady. From 
the middle of this month most of the vegetables 
common in England at this season will be 
found in great abundance in our gardens. 
About the 20th hay-harvest generally com- 
mences, and by the end of the month early 
sown barleys will often be fit to cut. 

In August the heat generally continues the 
same as last month, but commonly more nun 
fails ; heavy dews are frequent when the 
weather is dry, which are very beneficial ; by 
the middle of the month the harvest is pretty 
general over the Island, 

The first part of the month of September the 
weather in general is nearly as warm as in 
August,, but about the equinox the winds be- 
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come more variable, being sometimes to the 
northward of west, which soon cools the air, 
and also veering to the eastward with rain, high 
winds are common for some days after the 
equinox, and after the middle of the monlli 
frosts are frequent about the heads of creeks, 
rivulets, and low springy luids : upon ttie 
whole the weather is now more like the weather 
in England at the same season tiiian any oUier 
part of the year. 

October tlwugh sometimes wet is often the 
pleasautest month in the year ; the heats ai"e 
gone and the weather generally fine ; the gales 
of wind which happen about the equinox, and 
the frosty evenings and mornings which are 
common, seem to purify the atmosphere, and 
the air is remarkably pure, ela«tic, and exhi- 
krating. The same kind of weather often con- 
tinues through tlie first fortnight of November; 
sometimes it is so mild that the native straw- 
berries come into blossom on southern aspects, 
as luxuriantly aa in the month of May; on 
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other years it is wet and variable, with fr(»t 
and showers of snow, but which does not jet 
lie on the ground more than a few- hours. The 
leaves fall off the trees during the last part of 
October and the beginning of November. 

I have already observed that we are in a great 
degree free of fogs, which will appear the more 
surprising as we are in the vicinity of countries 
known to be extremely subject to them, so 
near indeed, that many people may be incUned 
to doubt the possibility of our being so per- 
fectly free from them as I have asserted, to 
such I can with great truth aver that I have seen 
two years successively pass without producing 
one foggy hour, and I am confident I have seen 
more fog in one month of November in London, 
than I witnessed in all the time 1 have passed 
in this Island ; I have heard many attempts to 
tccouot for an exemptibn so singular, but none 
of them perfectly satisfactory. Some account 
for it from thehigh land of the Island of Gape 
Breton lying between us and the Banks of 
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Newfoundland and those on the eastern coast 
of Nova Scotia, which are the great scenes of 
fog, and from which it spreads over all the sea 
coast of that country. New Brunswick and 
the coast of New England, particularly the 
first, where it prevails much in all the summer 
months; if the intervention of the Island of 
Cape Breton between us and the Banks is the 
only reason of our enjoying a cleat sky and 
dry atmosphere while the contrary prevails so 
near, it seems difficult to account for a circum- 
stance that is constantly observed. By looking 
at the chart of this coast it will be observed 
that the Gut of Canso divides the Island of 
Cape Breton from the peninsula of Nova Scotia, 
the eastern end of this strait terminates in 
Chedabuctou Bay on the coast of Nova Scotia, 
it is often observed in the months of June and 
July that this Bay and all the land around it is 
frequently enveloped in fog for eight and ten 
days together, and that the fog seldom comes 
entirely through'the Gut, which is only twenty 
one miles in length, for several days together 
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it will Dot come above two or three miles into 
it, and sometimes not at alt, when it does 
come through the Gut it seldom lasts above 
1 ftw hours. It is also observed that the mouth 
of the River St. Laurence, and the coast from 
Cape Rosier to the Bay of Chaleur, though 
not so much subject to fogs as the coast of 
Nova Scotia, has a good deal of foggy weather 
in the spring and the first part of the summer, 
yet the wind blowing directly from thence 
over the Gulph, does not bring the fog to this 
Island. It has been often said that we are to 
attribute our freedom from fogi to the nature 
of our soil, which is warm and dry. and also 
to the small depth of water in all the southern 
part of the Gulph, which seldom exceeds 
twenty five fathoms. It is probable that an 
attentive consideration and comparison of the 
circumstances by which we are favoured with 
so fortunate an exemptipn may hereafter enable 
Naturalists to account in a more satisfactory 
manner than has yet been done, for these fogs 
which are lo injurious to some of the neirh- 
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bouriiig cotintries .* intailing on them ttie tw 
pleasant prospect of continuing for ever, sub* 
ject to the necessity of relying on the im- 
portation of bread'corn for their daily con- 
gumption. 

The north east winds are always attended 
with rain from Alay till the middle of No-* 
vember, after that they generally bring snow, 
all our heaviest falls of snow come with them. 
After a fall of snow if it comes to blow fresh 
before the surface hardens, the snow drifts 
much on the cleared lands, and oit the ice, 
which makes travelling difficult till the wind 
subsides, it also fills up the roads, which must 
be beat again ; in a populous neighbourhood 
that is soon accomplished, by every person 
turning out with their sleighs and tearat for 
that purpose. In the forest the snow never 
drifts, which makes travelling there more com- 
fortable at this season. 

The light frosts which have been mentioned to 
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commence after the middle of S^fcember, do 

not affect the high open lauds for many weeks, 
after that period, being chiefly confined to the 
heads of creeks, the neighbourhood of springs 
and low wet lands : near the salt water in 
places open to the W. and S. W. it will often be 
the latter end of October before the potatoe 
tops aFC affected by it It is not till after 
the middle of September, that a fire, CTeniag^ 
and momini^ becomes a desirable compaoioD^ 
and it does not come into constant use ttU 
November. In April it is not steadily attended 
to, in May it is often allowed to go. out^ and 
early in June is generally given up^ except 
during a north-east wind^ Cattle are seldom, 
regularly housed till the beginning of December, 
and by many not till the latter end of that 
montli, and fome remain out in the forest a 
great part of the winter, which season they 
frequently survive when, strayed, living like 
deer by bronzing upon the young wood. 

In the summer a white mist rises in the 
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night, upon the creeks and runs of fresh water, 
which is always an indication of fine weather 
for the ensuing day ; when these mists do not 
rise on the creeks at this season, rain may he 
expected in the course of the ensuing day : 
they do not spread above a few yards be- 
yond the water from which they originate, 
and are always dissipated before the sun is half 
an hour above the horizon. 

The Aurora Borealis is observed at all sea- 
sons of the year, and is commonly the fore- 
runner of a southerly wind and r^n : this lumi- 
nous appearance is sometimes extremely beau- 
tiful, and in our pure atmosphere is seen to 
great advantage, it generally begins in the 
north, runs up to the Zenith, an<l sometime* 
, overspreads the whole concave with stream* 
of light, variegated with blue, red, and yellow 
of various tints; in a calm night, the sound 
caused by its flashings, may oft^n be distinctly 
heard. 
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Many people will be apt to conclude that 
the great and rapid changes to which our 
climate is subject, must have a bad efiect on 
the health of mankind, yet I think I may 
venture to assert that it will be very difficult 
to mention another spot on the face of the 
earth, where the inhabitants enjoy more un- 
interrupted health. The fevers and other 
diseases of the United States are entirely un- 
known here, no person ever saw an intermit- 
tent fever produced on the Island, nor will that 
complaint when brought here, everstand above a 
few days against the influence of the climate 
I have seen thirty Hessian soldiers who brought 
this complaint from the southward, zai who 
were so much reduced thereby, as to he carried 
•n shore in blanhels, all recover in a very short 
time ; few of them had any return or fit of the 
complaint, after the first forty-eight hours 
from their landing on the Island. Pulmonary 
consumptions which are so common, and so 
very destructive, in the northern and cen- 
tral States of America, are not often met 
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with here ; probably ten cases of this com- 
plaint have not occurred since the commence- 
ment of the settlement. Colds and rheu- 
matisms are the most common complaints, 
the first generally affects the head more than 
the breast, and the last seldom proves mortal. 
A very large proportion of people live to old 
age, and then die of no acute disease, but by 
the gradual decay of nature. Deaths between 
twenty and fifty years of age, are few, when 
compared v;ith most other countries ; and I 
trust I do not exaggerate the fact, when I 
state, that not one person in an hundred (all 
accidents included ) dies in a year. 

It follows from what has been said, that 
mankind must increase very fast in such a 
climate, accordingly, large families are almost 
universal, six or seven children in as many 
years, seems to be the common rule, and few 
leave oflF without doubling that number. We sel- 
dom find a pair without a family where they have 
come together under such circumstances a« to 



Digrr^ibyGoogle 



118 

^ve them iTteacooable ground of hope on that 
subject, and instances have soBoetimes occur- 
red when people who had given up every idea 
of the kind, by removing to this Island 
have had large families. Many people here 
grow to a large size, perhaps in no other 
country will the proportion of men of six 
feet high be found greater ; the countenancea 
as ■well as stature of the young people, whose 
families came from the highlands of Scotland, 
often exhibit a reniarkable contrast to the 
hard features, and low stature of their parents ; 
plenty of wholesome food, as well as salubrity of 
air. DO doubt contributes to this diflerence. 
Industry will always secure a comfortable 
existence, which encourages early marriages, 
the women are grandmothers at forty, and the 
mother and daughter may frequently be seen 
with each a child at the breast at the same 
time. 

People determined upon going to America, 
will do well to compare this, »ith the reprc- 
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sentation given by that celebrated writer and 

traveller, Volney: Speaking of the climate 

of the United Statea, under hU third general 

head, he says : ** Autumnal intermittent fe<- 

" Ten, or quotidian agues, tertian, quartan, 

^* &C, constitute another class of diseases, 

" that prevail in the United States to a de- 

** gree, of which no idea could be conceived, 

" They are particularly endemic in places re- 

*' cently cleared, in valleys on the border of 

'* waters, either running or stagnant, near 

-** ponds, Ifdces, null dams, marshes, &c. lu 

" the autunm of 1796, in a journey of more 

** than sevm hundred nules, I will venture to 

*' say, I did sot find twenty houses perfectly 

" free from them : tho whole course of the 

I" Ohio^ a greM part of Kentucky, all the 

" environs of Lake Erie, and particularly the 

" Genesee ud its five or six lakes, the course 

** of the Mohawk, &c. are annually visited 

*' by them. Setting off from Fort Cincinnati 

*' on the 8th of September, with the convoy 

" of the Pay-master General of the Army, 
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" Major Swan, to go to Fort Detroit, about 
" two hundred and fifty miles distant, we 
" did not encamp a single night without' at 
" least, one of the twenty-five of us in com- 
" pany, . being seized with an intermittent 
" fever. At GrenviUe, the magazine and 
" head quarters of the army that had. 
" just conquered the country, of three hun- 
" dred and seventy persons, or thereabout, 
" three hundred had the fever; when we 
" arrived at Detroit, there were but three of 
" our company in health, and the day follow- 
" ing, both Major Swan and I were taken 
" dangerously ill with a malignant fever. The 
'* malignantfevcrannually visits the garrison of 
*' Fort Miami, where it has already more than 
" once assumed the character of the yellow 
" fever. These autunmal fevers are not directly 
" fatal, but they gradually undo-mine the 
" coastitution, and very sensibly shorten life. 
" Other travellers have observed, before me, 
" that in South Carolina for instance, a per- 
'' ^on is a^ old at fifty, as in Europe at sixty- 
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" five or seventy ; and I have heard all the 
'* Englishmen with whom I was acqimnted 
** in the United States, say, that their friends 
■** who had been settled a few years in the 
" southern or central States, appeared to them 
" to have grown as old again as they would 
" have done in England or Scotland. If these 
" fevers once fix on a pel-son at the end of 
" October, they will not quit him the whole 
" winter, but reduce him to a state of de- 
*' plorable weakness and langour." Lower 
" Canada and the cold countries adjacent, 
" are scarcely at all subject to thcM. They 
" are common in the temperate and flat coun- 
" tries ; and particularly on the sea sborei 
** more than on the mountains. ^ 

t ViciT of the dimaltt and i^ of the United Statei of Amerin. tifts- 
■hied Iroia the JTicuch of C F. Vidnej. Londao, printed fbi J. JaLnoB. 
fit. Pud't Cburcb Tud, 1804. Page 185. 
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CULTIVATION and RURAL AFFAIRS. 



Agriculture and raising cattle, are the ge- 
neral pursuits of the inhabitanti of this 
Island, before the commencement of the 
last war a few were engaged in the fishery ; 
at the first settlement of the colony, there 
iras unfortunately too great a propensity to 
engage in the cod fishery, to the neglect 
of cultivation and improvements. At that 
time all the necessaries of life consumed by 
those engaged in the fishery, [were necessarily 
imported from other countries, at an ex- 
pence the profits aould not bear,, and acr 
cordingly most of tlie adventurers ia that 
line failed. In the first seven years after 
the commencement of the settlement, ten 
times as much money was- thrown away on 
fishing projects, as was expended on the cul- 
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tivatioa and improvement of the lands ; the 
American war during its continuance, com- 
pletely stopped these schemes, and so far at 
least was of some benefit to the Island, as 
after the people were accustomed to agricul- 
ture, few of them had any desire to abandon 
it for the fishery : before any country can 
supply itself with the necessaries of life, to hold 
out incentives to its inhabitants, that must 
in their nature operate agunst the cultivation 
and improvement of the country, must surely 
be the highest folly. ' 

Wheal; barley, oats, rye, and pease, arc cul- 
tivated, and produce good crops, the wheat 
is however mostly summer wheat, but winter 
grain is also raised, and by many preferred to 
the suii^er wheat; and will probably become 
more general ; both kinds are heavy, weigh- 
ing from sixty to sixty -four pounds per bushel ; 
the produce is various, depending much oa 
the induttjy, skill, and management of the 
farmer, I wUl not ray, that ye get aa many 
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bushels per acre as iu Eagland, but I firmly 
believe, that were the cultivation equal the 
average produce per acre, would not fall much 
short of that Barlqjr and oats both yield 
fine crops, and are readily bought up on the 
Continent, at from sixpence to a shrllir^ 
per bushel more than their own produce, I 
will venture to assert, that no person ac- 
quainted with this Island will contradict me 
whtn I say, that it is the first country in 
North America for both : I have seen tlie best 
oats sent from Mark Lane for seed, compared 
with the produce of what had been sown two 
years on the Island, which upon being weighed 
turned out to be full as heavy as the English 
oats : people who have seen American oats 
upon the Continent, can say how contemptible 
in comparison to this they are gen^j^lly met 
with, nor do I think either barley or oats 
under proper care and management liable to 
depreciate by time, though no doubt hcr^ as 
every where else, a judicious change of seed 
will be found beneficial. 
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Rye produces good crops, and is a very 
weighty grain, particularly the winter rye ; ip 
is a very sure crop, and hardly ever subject 
to any accident. 

Pease thrive very well though they aije not ■ 
so much cultivated as might be expected:- 
beans, except the kinds for the table, are not 
cultivated, though it is known they do very 
well. 

Hops grow remarkably well, and as far as 
I can judge, do not seem liable to fail so fre- 
quently as in England, though as yet they 
are only cultivated by a few who are begin- 
ning to brew malt liquor for domestic use. 

Potatoes are raised in great abundance, and 
in no other country better, I have had, three 
hundred bushels au acre with cultivation, very 
short of what is generally given them in 
England, they grow very well in the forest 
lands, when first cleared, and though not so 
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largi; a crop, they are in such situatioas, more 
delicate, and much finer flavoured than any 
I ever saw dsewhere. Land that has been 
manured for a crop of potatoes, is next year 
sown with spring wheat, sometimes red clover 
is sown' with the wheat, which will keep the 
ground two or three years ; though no grasa 
seed is sown, if any thing like common jus- 
dee has been done to the land, it will throw 
up -an abundant crop of natural white clover 
of itself the year after the wheat, an advan- 
tage that makes people less solicitous about 
red clover, which, though more productive, 
is not so much esteemed for hay. 

Turnips are universally r^sed as winter fond 
for cattle and sheep, diough not to such an 
extent as might be expected ; the seed is sown 
from the twentieth of July to the tenth of 
Augmt^ and by the latter end of October, 
they are a fine crop though never hoed ; this 
circumstance alone will shew how little the 
agriculture of the Island is calculated to da 
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Justice to the soil : i» the manure made in the - 
wnter (under our present defective system of 
n>aiiageiBent)is expended in thespringjtheprac- 
tiee is to cow-pen and fold dieep upon the lasda 
intended for turnips ; the efiects of even a slight 
dressingof this kind are very great, tolerably 
done it comniuDicates a fertility, that is tctj 
evident for several years, under what in Eng- 
land would justly be thought the most abomi- 
nable management, as thr«e crops of grai^ 
each with a single plmighing, are often taken 
without rest The turnips are taken up ia 
November, aod are housed or laid id he^s 
in the fields, and. covered over with such a 
quantity of earth, as to exclude the frosts 
cf winter, and afterwards removed into the 
house as tl»ey are wanted, taking a mild day 
for that purpose. The Swedish turnips ate 
found to answer very well, even when sowed 
as late as the common turnip, and in situa- 
tions where they are covered all winter with 
snow, stand out that season with very tittle 
loss, and, under, a more perfect system of 
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•management, I have no doubt wilt be found 
to aiford a most valuable supply of food' for 
slieep ill the spring, when it is of most con- 
sequence. 

Many people raise some Indian corn or 
maize, which generally grows very well ; it 
is of the short or Canadian kind, and though 
not so productive perhaps as in the United 
States, it is of a much richer nature than the 
southern corn, which is Iflinty and harsh in 
comparison ; it is certainly a valuable grain, 
and the cultivation of it for domestic use, 
may be veiy proper, but it can never come 
into competition with wheat, for which the 
climate and soil of the Island are much better 
•uittd in every respect. 

All kinds of garden vegetables that are com- 
mon in England, grow here with very slight 
cultivation, but from the length of the winter, 
are of course later in their season : asparagus 
from the middle of May to the middle of 
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June according to the age of the beds, greea 
pease are not in plenty until the middle of July, 
cabbages and savoys about the middle of 
August, and new potatoes about the same 
time. 

English gooseberries, black, red, and white 
currants, grow remarkably well, are large and 
well flavoured, and the bushes produce in 
greater abundance than I ever saw any whe» 
else. 

Apples, cherries, and plumbs also grow well, 
it is probable that the winter is too severe for 
the finer kinds of stone fruit, but as yet no 
trials have been made, on which a judgment 
can be formed, A great many old apple trees 
left by the French, are still alive and bearing, 
and though it might be seen by them, what 
the climate was capable of producing, it was 
long after the commencement of the settle- 
ment, before any attention was paid to this 
branch of husbandry : it is chiefly to our late 
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worthy lieutenant-Governor General Fanning, 
that we are indebted for spreading, by his 
example,- a taate for fruit trees, which, though 
not so general as could be wished, is increasing, 
and enough has been done to Ehew, that per- 
fect reliance can be placed upon our climate, 
for producing abundance of valuable fruit, 
when I state that some of our fruit, the natural 
produce of ungrafted trees is superior to the 
produce of any trees we have yet imported ; 
fruit gardners will be able to judge what may 
be expected from our climate, under a well- 
directed system of management. J 

Horses, black cattle, sheep, and swine, are 
in great abundance considering our long win- 
ters, which render the procuring so much dry 
food necessary : the horses are in general 
small, but strong, active, and hardy, and 
being seldom subject to any complaints, live 
to a great age ; it is a common thing to take 
them off the grass, and ride them thirty or 



t 'Mi. Been of Cbeny Valley, ii Kud to Iiave alreailj lire haodnd 
twariD); beet. 
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forty miles, duiing which they have to swim 
three or four times perhaps, across broad 
creeks or arms of the sea, and after perfonn- 
ing such a journey with great spirit without 
being once fed on the way they are turned out 
to grass at the end of it^ and probably per- 
form sUch another journey the next day equally 
well, and without appearing to be hurt by 
such hard usage : before the commencement of 
the late war, they were commonly sold for 
eight and ten guineas ahead, but during His 
Koyal Highness the Duke of Kent's residence 
at Halifax in Nova Scotia, he purchased se- 
veral of them, and was pleased to approve so 
much of them, that they are now in request in 
that country, which has raised the price of 
them to twelve and sixteen guineas : but un- 
less some other market is found out, they must 
soon fall again as the increase is much greater ' 
than the demand for them. In some parts of 
the island they are allowed to run out all win- 
ter, when they are not used, and maintain 
themselves by scraping away the snow with 
their hoofs till they come to the grass, on 
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which they live, and keep in tolerable order 
lill spring. 

Many of the farmers have large stocks of 
cattle, and, indeed, it is too common to see 
them keeping more than they can winter well, 
it must be acknowledged, however, that the 
want of an adequate market is often the oc- 
casion of this apparent bad _ management ; 
oxen are used in agripulture and for drawing 
timber out of the woods more than hoKea, 
and when the mode of working them in har- 
ness is introduced, they will be found still 
more beneficial ; though the cattle are in ge- 
neral small in comparison with English cattle; 
oxen have been known to rise to one thousand 
weight, seven and eight hundred weight, in- 
dependent of the hide and tallow is common 
enough. Our cattle will no doubt improve in 
size, when the farmers .are more generally 
enabled to keep their stock in proper inclo- 
sures as owing to the necessity they are now 
under of letting them run at large, the heifers 
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commonly produce calves at two years ol)J, 
a circumstance which must evidently hurt the 
«iee of the cattle. The quantity of butter 
and cheese made in the Island bears but a 
small proportion to the number of cattle, from 
this practice of permitting them to run in the 
woods, by which means, it often happeos 
that a great part of the milk is lost, as they 
cannot always be found to be regularly milked, 
this is an evil which time wilt gradually over- 
come, by enabling the settlers to get enough 
of cleared laudt within their fences, to main- 
tain their cattle, without being under the ne- 
cessity of allowing them to roam at large, as 
is too much the case at present. The but- 
ter Is in general very good, but there is very 
little good cheese made in the Island, not from 
any natural defect in the climate or soil, but 
truly because there are very few in the Island, 
that know how to make a cheese properly, the 
greatest part of tlie inhabitants having ori- 
ginally come from countries wliere the art of- 
making cheese is not understood. 
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The mutton and lamb are allowed to be very- 
well flavoured, the sheep very commonly pro- 
duce two iambs and are never subject to the 
rot nor to any other disorder; they are in gene- 
ral small seldom rising above sixteen pounds a 
quarter, yet there are people who by care and a 
superior mode of management raise them to a 
much larger size. I have seen the four quarters 
and kidney fat of a weather not quite two years 
old,weigh one hundredand seventeen pounds, and 
the four quarters and tallow of alamb six month* 
old weigh sixty-seven pounds, and these were 
the common breed of the Island : that so many 
of them are small will not surprise any body 
when it is known that the ewe lambs are al- 
lowed to run with the flock, and that they 
generally become mothers by the time they 
are a year old : The wool is soft and fine but 
short, the fleeces weigh from three to six 
pounds ; stockings made of our native wool arc 
univctsally preferred to any imported, and the 
coarse cloths the produce of our domestic ma- 
nu&cture in poiiit of warmth and durability. 
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exceed any thing of the same appearance I 
ever saw, though they are not properly dressed 
or even dyed of a good colour. The proper 
management of sheep has hitherto been little 
understood, the general practice has been to 
house them in the winter which not only hurts 
the quality' of the wool, but renders the animal 
delicate and less healthy: feeding them in 
sheltered places out of doors has been lately in- 
troduced and is found to answer much better : 
Though nothing like the large flocks of sheep 
kept in England will be foui^d here, the num- 
ber of sheep on the Island is very considerable, 
I believe greater in proportion than will be 
found in any other part of America, many 
farmers have ten times the number that Mr. 
Parkinson states General Washington's flock 
a^ upon his celebrated farm at Mount Vernon. 

Swine are in great plenty on the Island and 
thrive well, particularly the Chinese breed 
wluch has been.lately introduced; they run at 
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large in summer feeding on grass and fern roota, 
in the autumn they go into the woods where 
they feed on the beech mast, which in some 
years is so plentiful as to make them completely 
fat without any other aid, but pork thus fed 
is not reckoned good, being soft and oily ; the 
beech mast is however of great use in bringing 
forward the store pigs that are to be kept ovrt" 
the winter, as it makes them grow very fast 
and they are easily wintered after a good run 
in the woods. Pigs are seldom kept more than 
two winters and many kill them at a year and 
ahaifold, and where the winters are so long, 
it is perhaps the most profitable practice : when 
put up to fatten they are first fed with boiled 
potatoes and finished with broken bariey, oats, 
and pease : for many years past pork has been 
sold at, from three-pence to four-pence per 
lb. being about the general price of beef and 
mutton. 

Domestic Poultry of all kinds Is raised in 
great plenty and perfection, and sold at a rea- 
sonable rate. 
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Cutting down the woods and putting the 
land into cultivation is differently performed, 
some cut down alt the wood, pile and burn it^ 
others prefer grubhing up the smaller trees and 
bushes, and kill all the large trees by girdling 
them in the beginning of the summer, which 
preveiits their vegetating the following year, 
this last is the easiest method but as far as my 
experience goes I prefer the first, as the labour 
of removing the branches and trunks of the 
dead trees as they fall is more tedious and ex- 
pensive in the end than getting rid of all the 
timber at once. A good axe man will cut 
down an acre in eight days, pile all the brush, 
and cut the trunks into ten feet lengths : these 
must afterwards be rolled together and such of 
them as are not taken away for other purposes 
burnt; when the timber is heavy this part of 
the business will be but tlowty performed by 
one man alone. The months of June and July 
is the best time for clearing land in this way as 
the leaves are full grown and the stumps of 
trees cut at this season decay soon and are not 
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if left growing would soon come into demand 
for exportation, and the want of which even 
for domestic purposes may become a serious 
loss, for though the trees will stand many years 
after they are killed, all except the pines soon 
become unfit for use, upon the whole I am per- 
SHaded that no man who understands the pro- 
per management of wood lands will ever wish 
to see the timber on them killed by fire until be 
has a prospect, of being able to bring them 
into cultivation, 

Aftir the operation of burning a piece of new 
land is completed, expert cultivators manage 
to plough among the stumps, this is done with 
a short one-handled plough, with the share and 
coulter strongly locked together, anMk'awn by 
a p«r of stout oxen ; they dont pretend to make 
a straight furrow, the object is to stir as much 
of the surface as possible, they are often stop- 
ped by the roots, some of which the plough 
will break, others they are obliged to cut 
with an axe, which must always be at hand on 
these occasions ; an expert workman will con- 
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trive, in this way, to turn up more ground 
than could be believed by tliose unacquainted 
with the business ; in some lands this method 
of ploughing at first is impracticable, from the 
roots of the trees running so much along the 
surface: such land must be stirred with hoes, 
first sowing the seed on the burnt sur- 
face ; in other places after what is called a 
good burn, the surface will sometimes be- 
come so soft and mellow, that the seed may 
be covered by means of triangular harrows 
with wooden tines, taking care to stir such places 
as the harrow does not touch with hand rakes. 
If potatoes are to be planted in new land, round 
boles are made in the surface ten or twelve 
inches in diameter, and three inches deep, the 
holes should be two feet apart, three or four 
sets are -planted in each hole, and the 
surface mould returned upon them, they re- 
quire being twice well hoed in the course of 
the season, and will produce a fine crop, and 
lealve rtie land in good order for a crop of 
wheat the ensuing year. 
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People unacquainted with clearing woodlands, 
are apt to be frightened with the apparent 
difficulty, and an idea has been propagated, 
that Europeans who are mostly unused to the 
axe in their native country, seldom nmke good 
axe-naen, and no doubt but some continue 
long aukward, and so they would at any other 
employment to which they were not early ac- 
customed ; but so far from that being gene- 
rally the case, that I have seen many young 
men from Scotland on this Island, who would 
lay wagers before the end of the first winter 
with the most expert axe-men in their neigh- 
bourhood, and before they were two years 
on the Island, would earn as much money 
at clearing woodland, as any American in 
the country. It is this tenor of encounter- 
ing with the supposed difficulties of clear- 
ing woodland that induces so many people 
from Great Britain and Ireland, to prefer the 
American Slates to our own colonies in Ame- 
rica, expecting from the more advanced state 
of improvement and settlement in the former 
that they will be able to get into lands already 
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cleared and cultivated: but for such lands they 
will pay very high, and will often find- them, 
worn out, and not worth the occupying ; so 
perfectly is this understood among them, that 
it is generally accounted more profitable for a 
young farmer settling in life to go upon new, 
than to remain upon old cultivated lands, and 
this change they are frequently enabled to 
make to great advantage, by the avidity of 
Europeans for old cultivated in preference to 
forest lands ; Volney in his view of the states 
which has been already quoted, puts this traf- 
fic in a very clear light. 

Very little use is made of any manure except 
stable and cow dung, penning cattle and folding 
sheep : on the north side of the Island most of 
the inhabitants are so situated as to have a 
great abundance of sea ware in their power, 
which is driven ashore in great bodies all along 
the coast in ihe autumn, and considerable use 
is made of it with great advantage; but not a 
20lh part of what comes on shore is ever used, 
indeed the settlements along the coast are too far 
apart for that. Dung is seldom suffered to re- 
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main in a heap over the summer to ferment and 
destroy the seeds of weeds, but is taken every 
spring from the cow-houses and stables, and 
either spread on the ground and ploughed in, 
pr put into the drills for potatoes, the conse- 
quence of such v/retched management is an 
abundance of couch grass in a few years, 
which few have the resolution to attempt 
getting rid of in any other way than letting 
the land out to pasture, which in five or 
six years will destroy this powerful obstacle 
to cultivation. Compost heaps are seldom 
formed, though many districts abound in valu- 
able materials for that purpose. Besides the im- 
nrence beds of shell fish that many of our har- 
bours contain presenting a most valuable manure 
to the adjoining lands, the flats in all our rivers 
arc composed of a deep black stinking mud, 
consisting of decayed animal and vegetable 
substances, which have been accumulating for 
ages, the quantity of it is inexhaustible and 
easily obtained, and though very little use 
has yet been made of it, enough is known 
to ascertain that it makes a valuable manure. 
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Flax and hemp, particularly the former 
thrive welt, and every farmer raises a patch 
qf it yearly, which is manufactured into linen 
for domestic use ; hemp is also xaised in small 
quantities, the inhabitants in general cloath 
themselves in their ordinary and working cloaths, 
most families making between woollen and linen 
frpm two to three hundred yards of cloth a year. 

It is much to be regretted, that so few of the 
inhabitants came from countries where agri- 
culture is understood, an intelligent cultivator 
will at every step have occasion to remark how' 
much more might have been done by the 
same number of people had they been ac> 
quainted with husbandry as it is practiced in 
England ; when I state that not one farmer in . 
twenty, ever thinks of either raising or pur- 
chasing grass seed of any kind, my readers 
will be able to conceive how little our soil is 
indebted to our system of management ; at 
present I firmly believe that the simple altera- 
tion of every farmer in the Island seeding 
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properly such land as he lets out for grass, 
would have the elFect iu a very few years of 
doubling the quantity of agricultural produce of 
every kind. Indeed the conduct of our rural afiairs 
in most respects is extremely defective, there are, 
few cultivators among us who theorize, and 
still fewer who read ; yet agriculture is, and. 
must long continue to be the chief pursuit of 
the inhabitants of thii Island, if they attend 
to their true interest : every tree which is cut 
down in the forest opens to the sun a new spot 
of earth, which, with cultivation, will pro- 
duce food for man and beast : as the country- 
becomes more and more clear, pasture for cat-> 
tie will increase, and the manure of our stocks 
will enable us to enrich our lands, and extend 
oar cultivation. It is impossible to Conceive 
what quantities may be produced of beef, pork, 
mutton,, butter, poultry, wheat,- barley, oats, 
and pease, articles which, from our maritime 
situation and the wants of our neighbours, will 
always find a ready and profitable market. 
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DISCOVERY AND SETTLEMENT. 



This Island was first discovered by tlie English 
Navigator, Cabot, in 1497, June 34, from which 
circumstance it took the name of St. John; from 
the abstract of his voyage published in Lediard's 
Naval Chronicle, it appears to have been the 
first land he met with after leaving Newfound - 
land, it was probably foggy weather when he 
entered the Gulph of St. Lawrence, or he must 
have seen the Island of Cape Breton, the north 
cape of which is high land, and only eighteen 
leagues distant from Cape Ray in Newfound* 
land. No claim to the Island in consequence 
of the discovery seems to have been made by 
the English Government of that day ; upon 
the eatabliahment of the French in Canada, 
lS 
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it was claimed by them as within the limits of 
New France. In ]663 it appears to have been 
granted-in fee by the Company of New France, 
together with the Magdalen, Bird, and Brion 
Islands to the Sieur Doublet, a captain in the 
French Navy, to be held in vassalage of the 
Company of Miscou. The Sieur's associates 
were two companies of fishing adventurers from 
the towns of Granville and St. Maloes, and 
never made any permanent settlement on tk« 
Island, or any improvements beyohd the ne- 
cessary establishments for their fishing posts, 
which were very trifling, and confined to two 
or three harbours. From the best infor-- 
mation it does not appear that any settlements 
mth a view to cultivation, were made by the 
French on the Island, till after the peace of 
Utrecht ; and it is said their government never 
-encouraged the settlement, and refused after 
the Sieur Doublet's patent was vacated, to 
give grants in perpetuity, to the people who 
had settled upon the Island, with a view to 
force the settlement of Cape Breton, and to 
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draw as many people as they could round the 
the different fortified posts they held on the 
Continent. 

It is said that there were near tea thousand 
people on the Island in 1758> but it is evident 
from tte appearance of the remains of their 
improvements, that the greater part of them 
could have been but a few years settled, many 
of them were probably driven from the Con- 
tinent on the loss of the French fortified posts 
in Nova Scotia in 1755, and 1756, and retired 
to t^ Island as a place of security, from which 
they could fit out privateers to cruize upon the 
English comnierce. At this time it appears 
that the gairison of Louisbourgh drew a great 
part of their subsistence from this Island, 
besides an officer who was called the Governor, 
the French had two commissaries on the Island 
for collecting cattle and vegetables for Louis- 
bourgh, which the people were obliged to de^ 
liver at whatever price these gentlem^ were 
pleased to fix, eight and ten dollars was the 
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value generally allowed for a fat ox. The 
French had never erected any fortifications on 
the Island^ and had only a few guus mounted 
in an open battery at the mouth of the harbour 
of Charlotte Town, which by them was called 
Pert le Joie, from its safety and beautiful ap- 
pearance ; they had also a trifling breast-work 
on the north side of tlie Hillsburgh River, nine 
miles above Charlotte Town, where the channel 
of the river is much contracted by an Island ; 
this situation commanded the access by water to 
their principal settlements, which lay round the 
head of this river ; and at St. Peter's eight 
miles distant on the north side of the Island; 
there being at that time no road from the 
harbour better than an Indian path, which led 
along the south side of the Hillsburgfa through 
the forest. The French settlements round 
Hillsburgh Bay on what now forms the town- 
ships, N". 49, 50, 57, and 58, were also con- 
siderable and extended from the mouth of the 
harbour to Point Prim, both sides of which 
being a very fine piece of land, and also part 
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of lot 60 appear to have been occupied ; the 
quanti^ of cleared laud in this district vas very 
considerable, though a great part of it is now 
ag^n grown up with wood ; from the. remains, 
of their improvements it must have been a 
beautiful settlement, and the people are said 
to have been in good circumstances, and had a 
great many vessels : from the number of 
creeks and small harbours in the district, al- 
most every settler would be enabled to have 
one at his own door. The other principal 
settlements were in the district which now 
comprehends Townships 35, 3,6, 27, and 
28, between the two first lies the fine 
harbour of Bedeque or Dunk River, on tbe 
two last there are considerabe tracts of marsh 
land along several beautiful creeks that run into 
their fronts ; the lands in all theseTownships are 
remarkably good and well timbered. Townships 
13 and 14 bad also on their fronts a large tract 
of cleared and cultivated land, which was the 
only considerable settlement to the westward of 
Richmond Bay. The north fronts of Townships 
34 and 35 seem to have been well settled, par- 
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ticuUrlj near the entrance of Bedford Ray, 
where there was a handsome settlement, the 
soil and situation being both very good. In' 
general the oldest* and most considerable of 
the French settlements will be found in the 
neighbourhood of extensive tracts of marsh 
grouods, where they could easily procure 
food for Iheir cattle ; the fine harbour of George 
Town, seems to have been overlooked by them 
from the circumstance of there being very little 
marsh ground in its vicinity : their only settle- 
ment on it was on the point between Brudnell 
and Montague Rivers, which is said to have 
been made at the expence of their government; 
upon some scheme which was afterwards aban- 
doned, the situation a fine peninsula o^ sound 
land lying between two navigable rivers, with 
deep water in both, and the ground very com- 
manding, on this there seems to have been, 
about 200 acres of cleared land. . 

In 1758 the Island was surrendered to Great 
Britain by the capitulation of Louisbourgh, and 
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ft detachment under the command of Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Lord Rollo, was sent by General 
Amherst to take possession thereof, on which 
occasion, it is said, that a considerable number 
of English scalps were found hung up in the 
French Governor's house; the Island having 
been for two preceding years, the head-quar- 
tos of the Meekmak Indians, and it is not 
denied by the old Accadian French still re- 
sident on the Island, that they were very par- 
dal to this savage practice of their ludian 
neighbours, with whom indeed they were very 
much assimilated in manners and customs. 
It having been found after fifty years expe- 
rience, that no dependance coald be placed in 
the Accadians ever becoming good subjects 
to Great- Britain; they were by order of Go- 
vernment, removed from this Island, and also 
from Nova Scotia; some were permitted to go 
to Canada, part were sent to the southern Co' 
lonies, and a good many were sent to France, 
where they were very ill received, and much 
blamed for their obstinate hostility to the British 
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Government. This measure was not executed 
so strictly as was intended, and a good many 
families by concealing themselves in the 
forest escaped this transportation, and were 
afterwards allowed to remain undisturbed in 
the Country, in con6dence that their di- 
minished numbers would oblige them to desist 
from all future hostility, and the conquest of 
Canada soon after removed all apprehension on 
the subject. 

• At the conclusion of the Peace in 1763, upon 
the arrangement of the conquests made ftom 
Fiance, this [aland and Cape Breton were an- 
jaexed to the Government of Nova Scotia, but 
no plan for the settlement of either was im- 
mediately adopted ; In 1764 a general survey 
of the British Empire in North America was 
begun by order of Government, and an annual 
estimate to defray the expence thereof was 
granted by Parliament, which was continued 
until the commencement of the American War 
stopped the further progress thereof. The 
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immense extent of Country, which this sur- 
vey waa intended to embrace, made it neces- 
sary to divide it into two districts, the 
Northern including Canada, Nova Scotia, 
Cape Breton, Island, St. John, the New En- 
gland, Provinces, New York, the Jerseys, and 
Pcnsylvania, were allotted to Captain Holland, 
the Surveyor General of Canada, and his As- 
sistants, who arriving in America early in the 
Summerof this Year, commenced their opera- 
tions by order of Government, with the survey 
of this Island, which was compleated in 1766. 
In the mean time various schemes were proposed 
for the cultivation and settlement of the Island, 
among others the late Earl of Egmont, then 
first Lord of the Admiralty, proposed settling 
it on a feudal plan, his Lordship to be Lord 
Paramoditt of the Island, which was to be 
divided into a certain number of Baronies to be 
held of him, every Baron to erect a strong Hold 
or Castle, to maintain so many Men in arms, 
and with their under-tenants to perform sail 
and service, according to the custom of the 
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ancient feudal tenants in Europe ; it aeems 
hardly necessary to say that his Lordship's plat% 
could not have answered his expectations ; the 
time for reviving feudal establishments ^vas even 
then gone by, and whoever will advert to thQ 
state of the neighbouring continent at the time, 
-will find in it circumstances that must hare 
rendered success in such a plan almost impos- 
sible ; and it apiiears to me a very fortunate 
thing for his Lordship's family, that he did 
not obtain a grant to have enabled him to try 
" the experiment, which could not fvl being 
attended with an eoormous expence, unless his 
Lordship should, like the greater part of 
those to whom it was finally granted, forget 
after he got his patent, that it was necessary 
to peifonft the terms and conditions on which 
it was to be held. ^ 

Upon the rqection of Lord Egmont's scheme, 
it was determined to grant the Island to indir 
^nduals upon a plan jecommended by ^the 
£oard of Trade and Plantations, and there 
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being a great many applications, it was thought 
pTc^r that the differeat TowDships should be 
drawn for by way of Lottery, which took 
place before that Board; some obtained a whole 
township, to others hatf a township was given, 
and in some instances a Township was alloted 
among three, bnt the whc^, with t^o excep- 
tions, were drawn for by way of lottery ; f 
many of the grantees were officers of the 
army and navy wlio had sMved' in the pre- 
ceding war. 

The terms and conditions of settlement 
under which the lands were to be held, are 
expressed in the foUowiag tesolutiuns of the 
Board of Trade and Plantations, which have 
beenintroduced into the respe^itive patents by 
which the different Townships were granted. 
** Resolved, that a quit-r^t of six shillings 



t The two TowaU^ nut drawn far, were 40 aai 59, which were 
then putlj occupied bj i Gifaiag caapanj, vba bad ai down npoa 

ttem with the waitat of OoTermneat. 
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" per hundred acres be reserved to His Majesty 
" hi& Heirs and Successors, on townships 
" Nob. 5, 13, U, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 24, 05, 
*' 26, 38, 33, 34, 35, 37,- 39, 40, 54, SS, 56, 
« 57, 58, 59, 63, and 64- 

" That a quit-rent of four shillings per hun- 
" dred acres be reserved on townships 6, 8, 
" 9, 10; 11, 12, 91, 32, 23, 27, 98, 39, 31, 
" 36, 38, 41. 42. 43. 44. 45, 46. 47. 48, 
" 49, 50, 53, 61, 6S, and 6S. 

" That a quit-rent of two shilling per 
" hundred acres be reserved on townships 
" Nos. 1, 2, 3. 4, 7, SO, 30, 51, 53, 60, 
" and 67. 

*' That the several foregoing quit rents be 
" payable on the feast of St Michael or within 
" fifteen days after in every year, to commence 
" and become payable upon one half the lands 
" on the said feast of St. Michael, which shall 
" first happen after the expiration of five yew» 
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' from the date of the grant, and to be pay- 
' able on every ensuing feast of St. Michael, 
' or within fourteen days after, and the whole 

* quantity to be subject in like manner to the 
' like quit-rent at the expiration of ten years, 

" That there be a reservation to His Majesty 
' his Heirs, and Successors, of all such parts of 
' each township respectively as have already 
' been set apart, or shall hereafter be thought 

* necessary to be set apart^ for erecting for- 
' tifications, building wharfs, inclosing naval 

* yards, or laying out highways for the con- 

* venience of communication from one part 
' of the Island to another. 

" That there be also a reservation in a proper 
' part of each township of one hundred acres 

* for the scite of a church, and as a glebe for 
' a Minister of the Gospel ; and thirty acres 
' for a school-master. 

" That lit order to promote »nd encourage 
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' the Fishery for which many parts are con- 
' veDieotly situated there be a clause iu the 
' grant of each township that abuts upon 
' the aea-shore, containing a reservation of 

* liberty to all His Majesty's subjects in general 
' of carT}'ing on a free Fishery on the coasts 
' the said township, and of erec ting stages and 
' other necessary buildings for the said fishery 
' within the distance of 500 feet froni high- 

* water mark. 

"That there be a reservation to His Ma- 
' jesty. His Heiiis, and Successors, of all 
' mines of gold, silvei*, and coals. 

" That the Grantees of each Township do 
' settle the same within ten years from the 
' date of the Grant, in the proportion of one 
' person for every two hundred acres. 

" Thatif one-third of the land ia not set- 
' tied in the above*menttoned proportion, 
' withia fonr years from the date of the grant, 
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*' the whole to be forfeited to }lh Majesty, 
" His Heirs, and Suoceasort. ^ 

" That the settlers so to be introduced, 
" be Protestants from' such parts of'^'Kurope 
" as are not wirtiia H*8 Majesty's . ^Ippiniogi,'' . 
** or such ~ persons as have resi defff iq His 
" -Majesty's dominioaa in .America'' fpr two 
" years antecedent to the date of the -Grant." 

The Island being at tlus time anuemd to 
the Province of Nova Scotia!, . a mandamus for 
each township under Hi? Majesty's manual and 
signet was issued to the individuitU by .whotft. 
the same had been drawn, wMch f^^^irected : 
to the governor of that provinceJ^ommancl-^ 
inghim tb.pa^^^^nts of the ^e^^ective town- 
ships to them,>''the& heirs, and assigns, on the 
abof e-recited tenria and conditions, ; Thwe 
mapdamus's genera%«betu- dftte August 17^7. 
^ ■ • '■■ ■'. / ' . ** 

Thus was the whole i^iid, excepting the 
small reservatio^for tbe £l)ree>intended county 
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toyna givea away in cme ix^t ''od great ex- 
pectations were formed of the effect of this 
plan for its settlement, the reports of the 
Surveyor General, Captain UoUaod, concurring 
with all the previous information given by the 
Military and Naval Officers who had been on 
service there, respecting ite natural advan* 
tages, little less than the immediate and com- 
plete settlement of the Island to the great 
benefit of the adventurers was looked for. It 
loon 'appeared however, that nothing was 
farther from the intenticHi of many of those 
^m whom the necessary ntertions for that 
purpose were expected, than to venture either 
tbeir time or their money oh the subject. 
BOme had not the means, and very few of 
them any inclination to embark in such an 
undertaking, they had made use of their in- 
terest to obtain what was expected to be a 
saleable commodity, tuid accordingly we find, 
that in a very short time many of the man- 
damus's were sold, without even taking out the 
grants which were necessary to secure a com- 
pleat title to the proper^, which waa the sub. 



Digrr^ibyGoogle 



165 

jiect of the ttansactioD ; at first loitie of the 
townsliips sold fur a thoasand pounds a piece, 
but so many of them came into the market that 
they soon fell to less than half that amount, 
the greatest number of those that were sold, fell 
into the hands Of afew individuals who appear to 
have purchased them on speculation,without any 
intention of fulfilling the terms and conditions 
of settlement on which they were held, trusting 
to the general forbearance of government 
on that subject, there being no instance of any 
very rigid enforcement of such in any of the 
colonies. In 176S a great majority of the Pro- 
prietors presented a Petition to the King, pray- 
ing that the Island might be erected into a 
separate Gciverqment from Nova Scotia^ and 
proposing diat in order to defray the expence 
of the establishment they were desirous to 
commence paying the one-half of their quit 
rent from the 1st of May 1769) which by the 
tenns of settlement, were only to become 
payable on Michaelmas next, after five years 
from the date of their respective Grants, and as 
u a 
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to the other half it vas propoied to poitpone 
the payment thereof for twenty years. 

Thii proposal of the proprietors appearing 
to Government to be well calculated to ac- 
celerate the settlement of the Island, was ac- 
cepted, and the prayer of their petition in 
every respect complied with ; the offices on 
the ne^r establishment were soon after filled 
up, and accepted on thefaith of having their 
salaries regularly paid out of the quit rents, 
according to the proposal and undertaking of 
the proprietors, at whose instance the estab- 
lishment &ad been created. In 1770 the go-< 
▼emor and the other officers arrived on the 
Island, at which time there were not above 
150 families thereon, and only five proi 
prietors, and it soon appeared, that having 
Succeeded in procuring the establishment of 
. the separate government many of the pro- 
prietors reUed on the operation of that mea- 
sure for the settlement of the colony, as few 
of them made any attempt to comply with the 
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terEiB of lettlement on which their lands were 
lield; and the payment of the quit rents was 
as little thought of, for in five years after the 
arrival of the officers on the Island, the receipts 
of the Receiwr General amounted to little 
more than would dischfu;^ two years salary to 
the establishment, which as may be easily 
conceived brought the officers into great dis- 
tress and materially retarded the progress of 
the settlement. 

What were the reasons that induced so many 
of the proprietors to abandon their engage* 
ments it is not easy to determine, unless it 
were that having received their lands from the 
favour of the Crown, their plan was either to 
sell them as soon as possible, or relying on the 
usual indulgence of Government with respect 
to the terms of settlement they expected to 
hold them Until the exertions of the few 
proprietors and others who had or might settle 
in the Island, should render the country of 
more value of which they would ben^t witb- 
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may, it is certain that a great majority of 
them have never made any attempt to com- 
ply wiUi the terms of settlement in the mean 
time many of the townships in a totally uil- 
settled state have been repeatedly sold, and have 
passed through various hands, most of whom 
have equally neglected the terms on which 
t]iey are held, and the same system of specu- 
lating on the exertions, and future prospects 
of the colony has been too generally continued. 
By looking back at the terms of settlement it 
will be seen that the lands were to be settled 
in the proportion of one person to two hun- 
dred acres within ten years from the date of 
the Grant, and tliat if one-third of them was 
not settled in that proportion within four years 
from the date of the Gran^ the whole was to 
become forfeited to His Majesty, His Heirs^ 
Mw) Successors. The following statement will 
shew what was done by the proprietors, from 
1769 to 1779 in compliance with the terms c^ 
settlement: I take tl^ townships numerica iy. 
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Lot 1 'Nothing.. 

t ditto 

a ditto 

♦-•• ditto 

i ditto 

6 •• ditto 

7- ' • ditto 

a ditto 

9 "■■ ditto 

10 ditto 

11 ditto 

IS ditto 

13 ditto 

U ditto 

li ditto 

16 ditto 

On No, 17, Governor PatterioQ as ag^at fbr 
tlie proprietors, settled a numlwr of Accadiaa 
Freiicli who were before living on an adjpiiiiag 
township, and were part of the inhabitants 
who were on the Island at the conquest ; hov 
far this was complying with the terms, of set- 
tlement, [ shall not pretend to aa^. 
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No. 18, two of the proprietor* of this town- 
ship came to the Island in 1770, and another in 
that and the following year sent near three 
hundred people from Scotland to the Island. 

Lot 19, on this to^rnship the proprietor set- 
tled a number of French Accadian Families in 
1773] who bad before been settled on a dif- 
ferent part of the Island. ^ 

Lot 20, nothing done. 

Lot 21, on this township a handsome settle- 
ment was begun in 1773, and carried on for 
several years at a considerable expencc. 

Lot 22, nothing done. 

Lot 39, the settlement of this township was 

begun in 1773. 

Lots 24, 35, 26, and S7, nothing done. 
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Lot 38, on this township a haadiome setUe- 
ment was begun by the proprietor, imme- 
diately after the same was granted. 

Lots S9 and 30, nothing done. 

Lot 31, on this township eight or tea 
^milies were settled by the proprietor in 1773. 

Lots S3 and 33, nothing done. 

Lot 34, on this township a handsome settle- 
ment was begun in 1770, and a considerable 
number of people seat out from Scotland by the 

proprietor. 

Lot 35, on this township notlung done. 

Lot 36, on this township between- 1770 and 
1773, about three hundred people were settled 
by the proprietor. 

Lot 37, tvo families only were settled on 
this iot, by the proprietor id tbts period 
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Lots 9ft and 39, these towmliips belonged 
to the same person at this period, they were 
both consideTsbly improved by the French, 
and at the first settlement of the Island, offered 
several advantages over most others, the {MO- 
piietor early settled on the last, and acquired 
a number of settlers from other parts of the 
Island, particularly from among those brought 
to the Island by the proprietors of Townships 
Nos. IS and 96. 

Lot 40, thia township like the two pn- 
ceding, having been much improved by ^ 
French, the settlement of it was early bejj^a 
but very few people was ever brought to the 
Island by its proprietors. 

Lots 41 and 42, nothing done. 

Lot 49, on this township anambrrof^- 
eadian French were settled befoj« the dMe of 
the Grant, and were permitted by the pro- 
prietor to remain, but nothing else towanls 
its settlement was done during this period. 
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Lots 44, 4S, 46, 47, 48, 49, ^0, Vid jl, 

nothing done. 

Lot 5S, ^ proprietors of tliis township 
sent oyit a considerable number of valuablo 
settlers from Scotland in 1775, but unfortu- 
nately con^ded the management of their ai&ira 
to a person by whom they were either neglected, 
or so badly managed, that the settlement 
broke up in a year, and most of the people left 
the colony. 

I^ts^S, 54, 55, and S6i nothing done. 

I^ts 57 and 58, the proprietors, of these 
tovnsbips sent nearly as many pebple to them 
in 1775, as would have settled them according 
to the terms of settlement, but like the 
proprietors of Lot 53, they confided the ma- 
nagement to a person totally unqualified for 
such an undertaking, and tjie people were 
obliged to abandon the settl^^iwit; part of 
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ihem left the Island, and the rest settled on 
«ther lands. 

Lot 59, two-thirds of tl^s township, the 
property of the late Sir James Montgomery, 
Lord Chief Baron of the Court of Exchequer 
in Scotland, was early settled, and large sums 
of money advanced for that purpose. 

Lots 60, 61, 6S, 63, 64, 65, 66, and 67, 
nothing done. 

Thus it appears that to the first ten years after 
the commencement of the settlement only 
nineteen of the 67 Townships were attempted 
to be settled, and of these only the proprietor! 
of lote 18, ai, S8, 31, 34, 36, 52, 67, 5». and, 
S9, ever brought any considerable number of 
people to the Island. 

The people settled on Townships No. 17, Id, 
94, and 43, were French Accadians previously 
on the Isknd. 
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The proprietors of 23, 38, 39, and 40^ 
brought but very few people to the Island. 

One uf the profrietors of lot 37 brought two 
jkmilies from I^ew England, the other never 
did any thing ; the greater part of the people 
settled on this township were brought to the 
Island by the proprietor of Township No. 36. 

' Of the 48 townships which were neglected 
during this period by their respective pro- 
prietors, the Lots 13, 14, and 35, were partly 
occupied by the people brought to the Island 
by the proprietors of Lots ]8 and 36. 

It may easily be conceived, that so many of 
the proprietors neglecting their Jan^s was very 
injurious to the Island, and extremely dis- 
' couraging to the few-wfao had commenced the 
. settlement on the faith of the whole taking their 
just proportion of the hurthen thereof, and, in. 
' fact, the active proprietors were all great suf- 
ferer^ tfaou^ at thii day, I believe there is 
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v» person acquainted with tlie Island^' but 
vhat.will readily admit that if the whole of 
the proprietors had been equally active, all 
must have been great gainers by the colony, 
which by this time would have been a 
populous, well^ettled country : it has been 
atledged in excuse for this general failure on 
the part of the proprietors in performing their 
terms of settlement, that they were prevented 
by the American war, from engaging in the 
setdement of the Island ; on which I hare 
to observe, that by these terms one-third of 
of the required population was to be settled 
in five years from the date of the Grants, the 
mandamus for which, were issued in 1767, 
and all the Gmnts vere or might have been 
taken out in that and the following year, it 
will not then be unreasonable to say, that ac- 
tive esertians might have been expected ' 
from all tlus proprietors immediately after they 
had procured the Island to be erected into a 
separate government, at all events the Ameri- 
can war did not commence till April 1775, 
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mod' it surely was not mora difficult for the 
whole to make a beginning before that periodj 
than for the few who actually commenced the 
settlement, and who were by no means, wit^ 
one or two exceptions, of the wealthiest class 
of the proprietors, at the same time a great 
majority of those who feiled in performing^ 
their terms of settiemenc, were people of large 
fortune who were well able, had they been in» 
cliued to disburse tlie necessary sums requinad 
for that purpose. 

This very' extensive defalcation on the 
|)art of so many of the proprietors in per- 
forming the terms of setUement, was verf 
distressing and severely felt by most of 
those who had engaged therein, they had to 
begin mostly on new lands, and to import a 

' great part of their daily subsistence from 
other countries, they were scattered in small 
settlements at a great distance from each 

' pthcTt in a (wuntry totally without loads^ and 
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' Biany of the first eiettlen either from their own 
ignorance, or that of those by whom they 
veie s^t to the Island, were landed without 
provisions or any means of support, and mtay 
.,.on thsit account were obHged to abandon the 
' ' ' .settlem^bt, which hrought much unjust odium 
, ^ ' A the cdlony, for as too ■ often happens, men 
v^re willing to attribute their failure to an; 
■thing but'Aeir own misconduct or imprudence. 
^ Though a good many people were thus lost to 
J<- "^jSie Island, industry and perseverance enabled 
■' \^i3^^^^ ^^^ remained gradually to surmount 
\ , their difficulties, and aA they acquired expe- 

rience of the climate and soil, they beoiip* 
\ ..ii^e finnty attached to the countiy. 

^ • V' -*'. His Majesty Jiann^ beim graciously pleased 
hy His Royal ;jpdg]mission to the Goveni^r^ 
under ihp Great Seal of tit-eat-Bri.tai% to grant- 
a complete Cpi^stitutipKi^ the Colony, ami 
. the Royal In^Miictions hfying directed the 
Governor to put the same iu operation, by 
calling a General Assembly a^ siTon as he should 
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judge the Isknd to be in such a state of set- 
tlement ■« to admit thereof: His Majesty's 
gracious intentions were carried into effect in 
1773,. by the meeting of the first legislature 
of the Island, since which it has met regu- 
larly as in the other colonies. Various laws 
suited to the situation and circumstances of the 
colony have been passed, and a foundation laid 
for raising a permanent revenue for the support 
of Government. One of the first objects which 
eugaged the attention, of. the legislature was 
. the failure of the proprietors in paying their 
<]uit rents for the support of the officers pn the 
civil eetablishmcnt^ to remedy. " which, an act 
was passed to regulate and enforce the future , 
payment of the quit rents, which, soon after 
received His Majesty's Royal Assent : but 
the Governor unwilling at that time to 
<lisoblige the proprietors, many of whom were 
people of high rank and consequence, did 
not venture for some time toexecute this law: 
and soon after returning to England himself, 
jneetings of the proprietors were held in Looi 
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dOD, at which H was determined to appjly to 
Governmeot to place tlie civil establishment 
of the Island on the same footing as the other 
new colonies. Accordingly in 1776, at a time 
when niost of them had failed in paying their 
Qait rents, and the officers were suffering much 
for want of their salaries, the proprietors pre* 
sented a memorial to Lord George Germain, 
then Secretary of State for the Colonies, sta- 
ting therein, that they had paid their quit 
rents, but that some of the proprietor's had 
i&iled in such payment, whereby the distress 
of the officers had happened, and proposing 
that in future the civil establishment of the 
Island sliould be put on the same footing aa 
the other colonies,- and provided for by an 
annual grant of parliamenlt, and what seems 
very extraordipaiy, tke said memorial was 
tigmd indiscrimnately, as wtU Ay ihosf who 
had not, fts those who had paid their ^it 
fMft, It having become evident, that the 
eatablisfafnent could not be supported on so 
jirecaiious a fund as that arising from the (^( 



n,<jr.=^-h, Google 



179 

reata, Goverpment was plea^d to approve of 
this proposal, and the establishment of the 
island has ever since been provided for by 
parliament upon an annual estimate. At -tlus 
time, however, large arrears of salary were 
due to the ofBcers on the establishment lylw 
had been reduced to such distress, that the 
Governor was obliged to make, use of the 
sum of three thousand pounds granted by 
Parliament in 1772 for the erection of public 
buildings in the Colony, for the support of himr 
self, and the other officers : that this sum might 
Ije replaced, and applied to the purposes for 
which it was granted, and provision made for 
paying off the arrears due to the officers on the 
civil establishmenL The Lords Commissioners 
of His Majesty's Treasury were pleased to 
direct by a minute dated 4,ugust 7th» 177^ 
" That the arrears 0/ the quit rent now due, 
'* and the growing quit rents until the _fir»i 
" of May 1779, to which term His Majesty hat 
" relinquished the same for the benefit of the 
" Islandf ibould 6e applied in thejirst place, 
S 3 
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' to the payment of the Officers of the Civil 
' Estahlishmtnt of the Island up to the first of 
' January next,X and if after discharging the 
' same, there shall he any surplus, their Lord- 
' skips »rder the same to be applied to the 
' making of roads, and ether public works 
* within the Island, and My Lords direct the 
' former, as well as the present Receiver- 
' General of the Island, to apply all such 
' sums of money as shall be in their hands to 
' the above purposes, and to take all proper 
' means to enforce the payment of the arrears, and 
'* the accruing quit rents, and recover the same. 
" And My Lords direct, that suck of the Civil 
" Outers as shall have received any money out 
" of the sum of three tkottsand pounds, granted 
" by Parliament for the benefit of the Island, 
" after receipt of their arrears do refund the 
" same, in order that the whole of that mon^ 
*' may be applied to the purposes for which the 
" same was granted." A copy of this minute 

t On which dajf tbt neiniitte voted by Patlianient CB|iUMn««d, 
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was delivered to the Governor for his infor- 
inatioQ and guidance, but having so recently 
succeeded in getting the establishment pro- 
vided for in the manner mentioned, chiefly 
througlt the interest of some of the proprie- 
tors, he did not think proper immediately to 
enforce the measures directed by this minute, 
nor was there any receiver of the quit rents 
then on the Island to carry the directions 
thereof into effect, so that nothing was at- 
tempted to he done under the authority of this 
minute till four years afterwards j of the 
transactions which then took place, an ac> 
count shall be given in its proper place. 

Upon Governor Patterson's return to En- 
gland in 1775, the government of the Island 
devolved upon the late Mr. Attorney General 
Callbeck as Senior Member of His Majesty's 
Council, the Lieutenant-Governor being also 
absent. Towards the close of the year, two 
occurrences happened, which were at the 
time very distressing to individuals, and ic* 
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jurious to the progress of the settlement. In 
the beginning of November a ship valuably 
loaded from London, with a number of settlers 
on board, suffered shipwreck on the north side 
of the Island; the people were saved, but their 
effects and the cargo were almost totally lost ; 
the small part that was recovered, having 
been long under waiter, turned out of very 
Ettlevilue, the effects of this disaster Were for 
a long time severely felt. Soon after two Ameri- 
can armed vessels which had been sent by Con- 
gress to cruize in the Gulph of St Lawrence 
fbr the purpose of intercepting some ordnance 
store ships then supposed to be on their 
voyage for Quebec, having failed in that ob- 
ject, thought fit to, visit Charlotte Town the 
Capital of the Island, ivhicb^was at this time 
totally unprotected ; they landed before the 
hostile nature of their visit was known or even 
suspected, and immediately made prisonera of 
Mr. Callbeek, the President, and the other 
officers of Government, and. proceeded to 
plunder the place, taking every thing that was 
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of any value, they also carried o6f Mi. Call- 
beck and Mr. Wright a Member of the Coun- 
cil, and Surveyor-General of the Island ; upon 
the arrival of these gentlemen at the bead- 
quarters of the American army then at Cam- 
bridge in New England, it appeared that th« 
rebel officers bad acted in this manner totally 
without any orders from their superiors; tbey 
were imroedialely dismissed from their cow- 
mands, and told by General Washington, in 
their own style, " That thJy had done those 
" things which tbey ought not to have done. 
" and left undone those things which it fti 
" their duty to have done;" their priapnen 
•were immediately diacharged -with many 
polite ezpreesions of regret for their suffer- 
ings, and the plundered property was a» 
honourably restored. 

From this descent, and out lying w new 
the tract to (felebec, it becasK evidipt, ibrt 
without protection, the colony weuW bpcom* 
liable to many anch visits, to tl'«"'#» W^Vt 
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wliich the admiral commanding in America was 
(lirected by government early in the ensuing 
year, to station an armed vessel at Charlotte 
Town, for the protection of the Island, and in 
May the Diligent armed brig, comrnanded by 
Lieutenant, now Admiral Dodd, arrived for that 
purpose. In the month of November Mr.- Dodd 
■was relieved by the Hunter sloop of war. Cap- 
tain Boyle, who wintered with lis, and re- 
mained on the station till November 1777. 
'This ship arrived at a very critical period for 
Our protection, as our neighbours in the county 
of Cumberland in Nova Scotia, encouraged by 
the arrival among them of about thirty rebels 
in two w^ale boats, from Machaias in Massa- 
chussets, broke out into open rebellion and laid 
siege to Fort Cumberland, then garrisoned by a 
newly-raised provincial corps under the com: 
mand of Colonel, afterwards Major>GeneraI 
'Gbreham, at that 'time in a very incomfilete 
■state. By these rascals a second plundering 
expedition to Charlotte Town nw intended, 
biit having bo cra^i to carry oiF % nuipber <^ 
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dismounted caianon then lying about the ruins 
of Fort Amhent, which was one of" their ob- 
jects, they first paid a visit to the Harbour of 
Pictou in our neighbourhood, where several of 
the inhabitants joining them they got posses- 
sion of a valuable armed merchant ship, then 
loading at that port for Scotland, but not 
knowing exactly in what state of defence the 
Island might be in, they stood up into the Bay 
of Verte, in order to receive from their asso- 
ciates, then, engaged in the siege of Fort 
Cumberland, a reinforcement of men'; just at 
this, period the Hunter arrived, and in her way 
to Charlotte Town having retaken a sloop which 
had become one of their prizes at Pictou, she 
was immediately fitted out by Captain Boylf, 
and sent after the ship jinder the command of 
Lieutepant, now Admiral George Keppel, w4io 
icomipg up with the ship next day in the Bay of 
yerte, found that in consequence of the defeat of 
the rebels at Fort Cumberland by the arrival of 
reipforcementa from HaUfax, she had been given 
up, to the Male ,- the rebeb making their escape 
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oa abate. She was then brought into Cbaf- 
lotte Town by Mr. Keppel, and given up to hw 
commander, who not thinking it safe in the 
then state of that part of Nova Scotia to return 
to Pictou, she remfuned the winter with us. 

In 1777 besides the protection afforded us 
by the Hunter slQop of war, Mr. Callbeck, the 
president, was directed by Lord George Ger- 
niaine, then Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
toraiseanindependant cmnpany for the defence 
of the Island, bnt most of those who were 
inclined to become soldiers, had previously 
enlisted with different recruiting officers who 
had come to the Island to raise men for the 
two new regiments commanded by Coloneb 
Maclean and Goreham, from which circum- 
stance and the small number of people then in 
the colony, this company, which was always 
weak never was compleated : this deficiency was, 
however, amplyinadeuptothelslandin the en- 
suing year by thecaie and attention of govern- 
meat; four | rorindal companies bet«g s^it 
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iVoni New York under tlie ctHnntaad of Mi^ 
Hieriiky, an old officer; and at the same titn* 
the commanding engineer in Nova Scotia wai 
directed to erect barracks for their accommo- 
dation, and also such necessary works of de-- 
fence as were suitable to the situation and cir- 
cumstances of the Island. From this period, 
CKcepting now and then a few sheep taken at 
distaht parts of the Island, by the enemy's 
privateers men, and the robbery of some 
valuable property from the Harbour of George 
Town, the Island remained perfectly undis- 
turbed during the remainder of the war; the 
frigates vrhich annually brought out the Quebec 
Convoys, generally spent part of the summer 
ifrith us, by them and other cruizing ships 
which were occasionally sent into the Gulph, 
several of the enemy's armed ships captured in 
our neighbourhood wsre brought into Char- 
lotte Town and thdr crews landed, and after- 
wards tent over to Nova Scotia, and marched . 
through the wood* to Halifax, under the 
escOTt of detachments frmn our small garrisonv 
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lu the latter end of October 1 779, part of the 
Hessian Te^ment of Knyphausen, on their way 
from New York to Quebec under convoy of 
the Camilla twenty gun ship, commanded by 
Captain, afterwards Sir John Collins, meeting 
-with very hard gales of wind, in the River St, 
Laurence, were obliged to give up the attempt 
to get to Quebec, and came into the harbour 
of Charlotte Town, where the troops were 
landed, as being the nearest spot to their place 
of destination in which they could be accom- 
modated ; there was no barracks for them, but 
being a veteran' corps, commanded by Colonel 
De Borck, an experienced officer, they soon 
hutted themselves in a most comfortable man- 
ner, many of them when landed were ill with 
intemiittent fevers, and I have already had 
occasion to notice the rapid eAect our climate 
had in restoring them to health. • / 

So great an accession to our numbers . not 
having been foreseen at,- liead-quarters, our 
commissaries' stores were of course not pro- 



Digrr^ibyGoogle 



189 

vided for them, but the deficiency was 
amply 'made up from the produce of 
the Island, which was purchased by Govern- 
ment for their supply, a circumstance which 
considering the infant state of the colony, 
and our small numbers may be mentioned to the 
credit of our agricultnre iu that early period of 
the settlement. The Hessians staid with us till 
the month of June following : both officers and 
men were much pleased with the Island, and 
some of the latter found their way back lo it 
many jears afterwards, from the heart of 
Germany. 

In 1780 Governor Patterson returned to the 
Island fromEngland ; and there being no receiver 
of the quit rents on the Island, he appointed Mr. 
Nisbet, hia brother-in-law, then Clerk of the 
■ Council, to the office of Receiver ofthe 
Quit Rents, and under colour of the Trea- 
sury Minute, dated the 7th of August, 177^, 
which has been already given, he directed 
him early in 1781, to commence proceedings 
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ut the Supreme Court of tbftlslani^ against «U 
the townitfaips enutnented in the act of 1773^ 
which vere then in arrear of quit rents, and 
in November following brought nine whole, and 
five half townships to the hammer ; these sale* 
were soon after complained of to governoKnt, 
and upon some enquiry into the transaction a bill 
for regulating the future proceedings in the re- 
covery of the quit rents was prepared la 1783, 
aud sent to the Isknd, and the Governor was 
directed to lay the same before the legislature 
to be enacted into a colonial law; in this bill 
a clause was inserted, making the sales of 1781 
voidable, andallowingtheoriginal proprietors to 
re-enter into possession of the lands then sold 
under' tlte Quit-Rent Act of 1773, upon the 
rf payment of the purchase money, interest 
and charges incurred by the purchasers and a 
fair allowance for such improvements as might 
have been mad^ on the lands since the sale 
thereof ; the purchasers on their parts ac- 
counting with the original proprietors for the 
receipt^ issues, and profits. In the recital 
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which which led to this eoactiag clause, the 
circumstances attending the sales in 1781, 
Wer4 stated differently from what really took 
place. Taking advantage of this mistate- 
ment, tlie Goreraor instead of obeying the 
order, and laying the bill before the Assembly, 
submitted the business to the consideration of 
the Council, who vere equally implicated with 
himself by this recital, and it was finally re- 
solved to transmit to the Secretary of State, 
» representation of all the circumstances at- 
tending the sales in 17m, and to rely on that 
representation as a justification for not obey-* 
ing the order to lay the bill before the 
Asaewbly. 

This representation when taken into consi- 
deration by the Committee of the Privy Coun- 
cil fof Trade and Foreign Plantations, did not 
^pear to justify in the opinion of tlie Board, 
the conduct of the Governor m with-hoMing 
the bill from the Assembly, but no order was 
for soni^ tinie mad; tbereout 
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In the mean tiaie the Governor who wai 
resolved to nuke every ejcertion to retain the 
laads, determined to be provided witiL an 
House of Representatives if possible, such as 
he could rely upon for supporting bis v'ttvis, 
in case he should be again ordered to propose 
to the Legislature an act for making the sales 
voidable ; accordingly early in 1784 he dissolved 
the AEsembly by proclamation, and in March 
following a general election took place, and 
the Legislature soon after met, when it soon 
appeared, that the Governor had not succeeded 
ia his object, for the House of Repiesentatives 
entered into enquiries respecting different acts of 
his administration, and «eemed particularly .dis- 
posed to condemn the management at the sale 
of the lands sold in 1781, although neither 
they, nor any other person in the Island, were 
then acquainted with the proceedings that had 
taken place m England on the subject, which 
had only been communicated by the Governor 
to the Council under their oath of secrecy ; 
after various sharp messages and replies be-> 
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tween the House of Representatives, and the 
Governor, that body resolved upon presenting 
a complaint to the King, and were employed 
io preparing the same when they were dissolved 
by Proclamation. 

The Governor spent the remainder of 1784, 
in taking more effectual measures for securing 
at the next general election the return of a 
House of Representatives which should be 
more favourable to him than the' last, besides 
the object of being prepared for an order which 
he had reason to expeot from England direct- 
ing him to lay before the Assembly the bill 
for making the sales of 1781 voidable ; he had 
now to provide foi taking oiF any impression 
which the charges made against him by the 
last House of Representatives, might make at 
office in this country ; this he naturally thought 
would be most effectually done by their suc- 
cessors putting his conduct in an oppo- 
site light in their addresses and proceedings, 
and a variety of circiunslances concurred 
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which were fiTOurable to his view* «nd- in- 
terest : in consequence of the evacuation of 
New York the preceding autumn a numbCT 
of the loyalists and disbanded troops came to 
seek a settlement on the Island, who wete 
chiefly dependent on him in respect to the 
distribution of the donations allowed by the 
bounty of Government to enable them to com- 
mence their new settlements with advantage, 
he had also the direction of locating them on 
the lands on which they were to be placed, no 
inconsiderable part of which, consisted of tlie 
lands sold in I78I. From these circumstances, 
by faf the greatest part of these new settlers be- 
came mtierested m his support, he also found 
means to divide his opponents, and to buy some 
of -them off, and in March 1785, he again ven- 
tured to try the success of a general election, 
on winch occasion he succeeded m securing 
the return of a House of Representatives 
which was perfectly to his mind, and ready 
to support all his measures, this was not ac- 
eomplished however without a severe strug^e. 
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much illegal conduct, and an enormous ex- 
pence, considering our small numbers and the 
infant state, of the colony t. 

The Legislature met in a few days after the 
election, but no farther directions respecting 
the lands sold in 1/81 having been yet re- 
ceived from England, the subject was not 
iheniioned during the session, which was 
chiefly spent in adopting such measures as 
were deemed necessary to do away any im- 
pression the proceedings of the last House of 
Representatives might make against the Go- 
vernor, who was represented in their addresses 
and proceedings as the best of men, while all 
that opposed him were stigmatized as factious 
and unprincipled. At the next session which 
commenced in March 1786, the Governor being 
still without any orders from England relative 
to the sales of 1781, and being now secure of 



i It will DO doubt lurpriM mj Cnglifti readeri to be told tbM ttu> 
olKtigD CMt Hw Garanxu and Ui ftieud* dhc tm thopvU pmatfi 
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the uiianimoas support of the Legislature, 
determined on a measure which he expected 
would secure against all future attempts, the 
purchasers at these sales ; for this purpose a 
bill was brought into the Lower House and 
soon after passed into a law, entitled, " An 
" Act to render good and valid in law, ail and 
" every of the Proceedings in the years one 
'* thousand seven hundred and eighty, and one 
" thousand se-cen hundred and eighty -one, 
" which in any respect related to, or concerned 
" the suing, seizing, condemning, or selling of 
" the Lots or Townships herein-after mentioned, 
" or any part thereof." Tliis audacious at- 
tempt immediately decided Governmeot with 
respect to Mr. Patterson, who was soon after 
superceded ; His Majesty's disallowance of 
the act being at the same •time signified, and the 
bill for making the sales voidable also returned, 
with directions to lay it before the Assembly. 
Before the arrival of Lieutenant-Governor Fan- 
ning, who was appointed to succeed Mr. 
Patterson, the latter met the Assembly,- and 
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Jaid the bill before them which they imme- 
diately rejected ; it was not indeed to he 
expected, that the same men who had only 
six mODths before passed an act to confirm 
these sales should .so soon -adopt- a directly 
contrary measure which would have deprived 
them of all pretence to propriety or con- 
sistency of conduct. It appears however, that 
Mr. Patterson was at last seriously alarmed,- 
and" determined to make an effort to satisfy 
the proprietors of the sold lands, and if 
possible to conciliate government, for which . 
purpose a private bill was brought forward, stated 
to be at the request of the purchasers in 1781, 
aud passed into a law for restoring the lands 
then sold, to their original proprietors ; but 
this mode of proceeding was entirely dis- 
approved of, and the act disallowed ; besides 
the objections to the manner in which the 
measure was brought forward, the provisions 
of this act left it much in the power of the 
purchasers at the sales in 178^1) to load the 
property to be restored with such an accu» 
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mulation of cxpence as might perhaps equal 
its full value : and it also confirmed all aliena- 
tions of any parts of the lands while in the 
hands of the purchasers, whether the same had 
heen made for a valuable consideration or 
otiierwise. 

Thus disap]>ointed the proprietors preferred 
a criminating complaint to His Majesty against 
Lieutenant Governor Patterson and others 
therein named, being members of His Majesty's 
council in the Island, in respect to their con- 
duct with regard to these sales and their re- 
sistance to the measum directed by Goverhi 
' ment for the relief of the complainants, and in 
17S9 an investigation of the s»id complaint tool^ 
plaee before the Right Hon. Committee of the 
Privy Council for trade, plantations, when it 
was determined by the commfttee, that the 
reasons alledged in behalf of the respondents, 
did not justify their conduct '*» the transactions 
complained of: in consequence of tl^rs deeision 
the members of the Colonial Council implicatec} 
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in the complaint were dismissed from their 
seats at that board, and the Attorney General 
of the Island from hb office ; Mr. Patterson 
having been previously dismissed, and the ob- 
ject of the comprint in regard to him ob- 
tained, no farther notice was taken of his con- 
duct It was expected that this proceeding 
would have been followed by a final determina- 
tion respecting the fate of the lands which were 
the object of so much controversy, yet neither 
on this occasion nor at any time since, has any 
directions been given by Government on the 
subject, and the proprietors o» their parts 
have been equally silent thereun. 

But in 1793, when the Committee of the Privy 
Council for Trade and Plantatitfus, Were ear 
gaged in investigating certain odier complaints 
from the Island which I shall have occasion to 
notice hereafter, an attempt wa$ made to charge 
the thea Colonial Governmeitt, with being 
confederated with their predecessors in opT 
position to the restoration of the lands sold 
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in 1731, and It required some exertion to 
repel the ciiarge, though the same was per- 
fectly groundless. It appearing on this oc- 
cation to be still the opinion of that Board, 
that these lands should be restored to the 
original proprietors or their representatives; at 
the next vnceting of the Colonial Legislature, 
an act was passed for rescinding,- annuUing, and 
making void thesales in 1781, and pefraittibgfhe 
original proprietors or their representatives to re- 
enter into possession ; but as this measure was 
adopted without any directionsfrom office on 
the subject, merely in consequence of what pas- 
sed on the above occasion, it was thought 
necessary to annex to the act a clause sus- 
pending its operation in every respect, until 
His Majesty's Royal Assent thereto should be 
stgntfied, in the usual form. 

When this proceeding waSknown in this coun- 
try, a petition was presented on the part of some 
ofthepurchasersunderthe saJesin 1781, praying 
to be heard by their counsel against the pa^* 
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siiig of this law, which petition with the act 
beiDg referred to the consideratioa of the 
Committee of His Majesty's most honorable 
Privy Council for trade and foreign planta- 
tions, Doctor Lawrence was heard before the 
Committee on behalf of the late Mr. Richard 
Burke, junior, who had become a purchased 
under tlie sales in 1781, on this occasion tire 
opinion of- the Right Hon. Committee seemed 
to be much changed with respect to these sales 
from what it had formerly been, and the result 
has been that the act passed by the l^islature of 
the Island in 1792 never received His Majesty's 
royal assent, and has been entirely laid aside; 
nor has any other proceedings been adopted oa 
the subject either on the part of Government 
or the original proprietors, of course the land* 
wluch were the object of this measure have 
ever since remained in the quiet and peaceable 
possession of those claiming under the sales in 
.1781 ; some of them have passed through va- 
rious hands and are parcelled out among a num-' 
ber of purchasers, and they have in some 
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instances become securities for (.'ebts, and in 
others the objects of testamfntary and family 
settlements, in perfect confidence that the 
claims of the original proprietors, whatever may 
be their grounds, cannot now after the lapse of 
so many years, be again brought forward with 
any effect^. 

i It ippcan b; itie different pioceediiigi before the Prnj Coadcil I* 
ttsvc been alKajs the inleiition of Government, that in the pvent of Iboe 
had) being reitured lo the oTigiaal pioprieCoii b; in; Icgislatire pro- 
nedmg ia tbe Iibnd, tbit the; or their repieteDtatiTn iboaM on nch 
leMention paj to tb« piircb«sn noder tbe tilea in in\ iha iBdun fm 
wbicb theK land* wtte (ben toM, > raeuore whtcli aeccaaril; giew oat of 
tbe chcnmitance af IbeiT havingbeeu told Coiitbe aireari of quit then dtie 
•n Ibem. Till) nuuij of iLe original proprietori ortboM acting for them, do 
■alicem at any time wilLiag to hsTC aon^ad nitb, and it wadd^peartbal 
wnce ibe tejottion of the act paaiad in 1791 for their ' relief, thej bnc 
ffitn up all ideal of any fattber proceedingt on tbe tubject. not thinking 
Ihe piDp«itj woitli their acceptanca on the proposad tetma. Of tbe laud* 
MUiaire), tbebdfTowwbip, Ns. IS, wa* moSriDtd to the pmeham 
at IbcM ulaa foi a valuable coaiideTalioa. Tbe half Tomah^ 
Ha. i6, hai been realurcd to the ifpreientHliTC of the oiigioat proprteloi 
OD ibc leno* of tbe bill tent out (a 1783, for makiag the lalcs Toidable. 
l^e Tewmhip, No. Se hai been reitDieil lo die lepretcnlatiie of Iki aii- 
giatl graatcf, bj ■ cumpromiae with tbe petaon itito wboM baada it Mi 
' ainci tbe snla of 17B1, Tbe Townihip, No. 35, haa also been reitoied to 
'tiieorit;iQalpiop[ieti>ibjaprivaleag;reea)enl. Tbe halfTowiuhip, No. Mi 
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As these sales, with the HifferfiOtproceedingi 
to which they have given rise agitated tlid- 
colony for some j'ears, and were much talked 
of in this country among those connected with 
the IslanfJ, and having also become an object 
of inquiry before the Privy Council, I fhdught 
that this account of tlic proceedings to wliich 
they have given rise, wonW be acceptable tQ 
people interested in the colony. 

Having already stated what was done to 
wards complying with the terms of settlement 
from the commencement thereof, until }779, 
inclusive, I shall now proceed to state what 
attempts were made during the next twenty 
years, for complying with these terms as the 



pot htving been impioied b; (he pnichsaei, tbe ori^nal ptoprieUr Gadiiw 
fm perMU in poMeuJon le-entered oilhoot oppasiUon. Tbe Towmbipa 
Mo. 49 »a» recoTewd bj tic original proprieior by a suit at law. tin 
)Htf Toitnibii^ So, ISS, bt» been coufirmad to Ihr poHetioi under th* 
wIb in ITSl bj a private agreement with liic npuaentatiie of tha Dtijtinal 
gnntee. And ih(|ialf Towiuhipa, Not. 17 and i5, snd tbe Xowoaliipi, 
No. U. SI. 33, if, aDd No. 67 remain in the bandi «f proprietoilt 
detjrinB lbeirlill«> qadct tlM»l«tDf 178ti 
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Surest cviterion on which a judgment can be 
foimed how far the progress of the settlement 
has answered the exertions that have been 
made ; this seems to me the more necessary, . as 
on one hand the proprietors are said to have 
^one nothing towards settling the colony, 
and on the other some of them have claimed 
much credit for expenditure and exertions, 
of which nothing has ev^r been known in 
the Island, but which have been clamorously 
stated to Government as a ground of farther 
indulgence with respect tP the payment of 
their quit rents. 

It has been already she\vn, that of the sixty- 
seven Townships into which the Island is di- 
vided, that on ten only, were the terms of set- 
tlement in respect to population complied with 
in the first ten years from the commencement 
of the settlement, and that forty-eight Town- 
ships were totally neglect^ during this period 
by their respective proprietors. During the 
period now under consideration, I may be pit. 
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mitted to say without ofFence, that the exertions 
of the proprietors were feeble in proportion to 
their obligations, and the length of time the 
period embraces, and the opportunities it af- 
forded aa the following summary will shew. 

Townships Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, nothing done. 

Township No. 5. The proprietor of this 
township, in 17^3, resigned one fourth thereof 
for the accommodation of such American loy- 
alists and disbanded troops as might claim the 
same ; in consequence of which a few people 
under that description, had lauds laid out to 
them thereon, but it being at that time at a 
great distance from any inhabitants they never 
settled upon them. In 1786 a fishery was esta- 
blished on this Township, and in the course 
of a; few years several vessels were built, a saw- 
mill was erected and a considerable quantity of 
timber exported, but little or nothing was done 
towards peopling or cultivating the soil, which 
should certainly have had precedence of every 
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other consideration if compliance with the 
terms on which it is granted was intended. 

Township 'No. <t. This township has been 
claimed by the same proprietor as the pre- 
ceding for many years past, but only three 
families were settled on it during this period. 

Nos. 7, », 9, 10, 11, and 19, nothing 
done. 

No. 13, On this lot it has been already ob- 
served that a few people brought to the Island 
by other proprietors settled early, hut nothing 
was done during this period by the proprie- 
tors in compUaace with the terms of set- 
tlement 

■ Na 14, On this lot like the preceding 
nothing was done by the proprietor daring 
this period, but some people settled on it of 
their own accord. 
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No. 15, Nothing done. 

No. \6, The proprietor of this township in 
1783, resigned one fourth part thereof for the 
acconiinodation of such American loyalists and 
disbanded troops as might chuse to settle 
thereon, and some people of that description 
took up part of these resigned lands, hut that 
ami the acquisition of a few settlers ffom other 
parts of the Island, has been all that the pro- 
prietor ever did for its cultivation. 

No. 1 7, Some loyalists were settled on this 
township in 1785, which, together with the 
French people we before-mentioned as settled 
on it has fiilly compleated the required amount 
•f population. 

Lot 18, The proprietors of this township 
having early in the settlement sent three hun- 
dred people to the Island, its cultivation and 
improvement has ever ■since been making gra- 
dual advances, in which respect however it has 
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been mucli injured by the temptation which 
the neglected state of the neighbouring town- 
ships haVe offered to its settlers, many of whom 
have removed and settled on such lands, with 
the hope of acquiring a right to their pos- 
■essions by time, or the default of the pro- 
prietors in performing their terms of settlement. 

Lot 19, In 1783 one-fourth of this town- 
ship was resigned for the benefit of the loyalists 
and disbanded troops, several of whom took up 
grants thereon. 

Lot 20, On this township a considerable 
number of people were settled during this pe- 
riod, but they were such as came to the colony 
of themselves without any encouragement from, 
or connection with, the proprietors. 

Lot 21, The settlement of this township was 
commenced early in our first period as we 
have already seen, and though from a con- 
currence of unfortunate circumstances it has 
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not advanced in proportion latterly, it ia stiU 
goiog on. 

t^i 92, Nothing done. 

Lot S3, Tliough the settlement of this 
townnhip began early it has yet made no great 
progress in comparison with many others. 

Lot 34> This township is one of those vhich 
were sold' for non-payment of quit-rents in 
1781,and though the uncertainty with respect to 
the ultimate fate of these sales, for sometime 
operated as a discouragement to those into 
whose hands it fell ; considerable txertions 
have been made for its settlement and it is 
now one of the most populous on the Island. 

. Lot 25, The settlement of this township 
was begun in \7S5, and it has since been 
making gradual advances. Its improvement 
has been much retarded by a dispute relative to 
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the property of one half of the township which 
is not yet settled. 

Lot S6, Oq this township a settlement was 
begun in 1785, and one of the proprietors g has 
advanced large sums for its improvement, the 
settlers on it have rendered themselves conspicu- 
ous by raising more wheat in proportion to their 
numbers than any other people on the Island. 
They are chiefly composed of American loyalists 
and their success proves, what might have been 
expected from that description of people, had 
any considerable numbers of them been brought 
to thelsland, instead of being encouraged, and 
in some measure compelled, by the over- 
bearing influence of a few individuals, to settle 
themselves on the barren, foggy shores of the 
southern coast of Nova -Scotia. 

Lot 27, This township was long neglected 
by its proprietors ; but in 1790 a settlement oa 
one h^f of it was begun, and it has now pro- 

I lebM Gmdoi, Ew]. of th« Iihwl of ftc VbKut. 
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bibly the required amount of population on it ; 
tiie other moiety lias beeq entirely neglected. 

Lot 88, The settlement of this township early 
begun as has already been mentioned, has beea 
making a steady progress in iihprovement and 
pdpulation. 

Lot 29, On this township nothing don* 
during tiiis period. 

Lot 36, On this township a settlement Vit 
begun in 178^> but has made very little pro> 
gress, & circumstance chiefly to be attributed to 
its local situation, and tlie fieglected state of 
(he adjoining townships; its proprietor thti 
late Lord Chief, Baron of Scotland, having 
made great efforts for the settlement of his pro- 
perty in the Island, and advanced his money 
liberally for that purpose. 

Lots 31 and 32, On the first of these towa- 
■ PS 
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ships, it has been seen that a settlement was 
early commenced, and it soon after spread to 
the other, but as they were both included in 
the sales. of 1781, the uncertainty in which the 
property stood pending the proceedings con- 
sequent to that transaction, the improvement of 
tliem during this period was much retarded. 

Lot 33, On this township nothing was done 
during this period more tlian permitting some 
, families from the adjoining township, No. 34, 
to setUe thereon. 

■ Lot 34, The settlement of this township 
early begun at a considerable expence, has been 
steadily advancing ever since. 

Lots 35 and 36, The jSrst of these townships 
was one of those sold in I7)H1, and in 1794 
restored to its original proprietor in consequence 
of a private agreement between the parties.it was 
early occupied as has been already mentioned 
by people brought to the Island by the pro- 
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prietor of Lot 36, whose property it now i;^ 
both townships are considerably improved. 

Lot 37, This township has been many years 
in an advancing state of improvement, thougl^ 
neither of its original proprietors ever con- 
tributed any thing farther to its population 
than the two families which one of them 
brought to the Island in an early stage of the 
settlement as I have already noticed. 

Lots 38 and 39, These townships with one 
third of the adjacent Lot, No. 40, were at the 
commencement of the settlement the property 
of the same person (the late Captain George 
Burns) the most fortunate adventurer that has 
hitherto speculated in lands on the Island, for 
owing to the circumstance of a great part of 
the front of these townships having been clear- 
ed by the French previous to the conquest of 
the Island, they soon became in request, and 
for many years have been gradually selling^ off 
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in small tractji for which large prices have 
been given. 

Lot 40, This like the two preceding having 
been early settled, has been gradually ad- 
vancing in improvement 

Lots 41 and 42, The settlement of these 
townships did not commence till 1793, butthey 
have since been advancing rapidly in popula* 
tion. 

Lot 43, This Township as has been men- 
tioned in the summary of the first ten years 
having been occupied early by the original 
French inhabitants, is now in % considerably 
advanced state of improvement and population. 

I-ot 44, The settlement of this Township 
only fommenccd in 17?7« 

Lot, 45 and 45, Nothing done on tljese 
townships during this period. 
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Lot 47, The settlement of this township 
was begun in 1784, and for many years it made 
little progress, but has since advanced rapidly. 

Lot 43, The settlement of this township 
commenced in 1784 and has been gradually 
advancing. 

Lot 49, The settlement of this Township com-r 
menccd only in 1792, but having been sold* off 
in small lots, it has made a very rapid progress. 

Lot 50, The settlement of this township com- 
menced in 1784, and is now in a very forward 
state. 

Lot 51, On this township nothing done. 

Lot 52, Since the ill-managed attempt that 
has been already noticed to settle this town- 
ship, nothing has been done. 

Lot 53, Nothing done on this township 
during this period. 

n,<j,v-h,Gi:u)(^Ie 



I^t p4r The settlement of tbis township 
commenced in 17iJ8. 

Lot 55, Nothing waa ever done by the pro- 
prietar toward the settlement of this township ; 
trutin 1793, a considerable number of people 
sat down on it of their own accord without any 
agreement with the piopiietor. 

Xot 56, The settlement of this township 
commciiced in I7&4 by the proprietor giving 
up a fourth thereof to the American Loyalists 
tad disbanded troops, some of whom obtained 
}*nds thsreon. 

Lot 57 and 58, The unsuccessful attempt to 
fettle these townships jn our first period has 
been already noticed, during this period they 
remaiped entirely unoccupied- 

J-ot59, The early settlement of .this toviH 
ship and the exertions made were noticed in our 
first pefiod J in 1784 very considerable ftrfher 
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ftdvances wese made by the proprietor for t]iat 
purpose. 

Lot 60, Nothing done. 

Lot 61, On this Township a few families were 
fettled during this period, but these were peo- 
ple previously on the Island, and cost the pro- 
prietor nothing. 

Lot 62, Nothing done. 

Lot 63 and 64, The settlement of these 
townships commenced in 1788, since which 
very considerable sums have been laid out ia 
their improvement. 

Lot 65, The settlement of this township 
f:ommenced in )784> 

Lot 66, Nothing done. 

X,ot 67, Nothing done. 
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Such' was the state of the different (own* 
ships into which the Island is divided in re- 
gard to population at the end of the year 1 799 
thirty years after the commencement of the 
settlement, and when I add that by far the 
greater part of those who settled in the last 
twenty years, came to the Island without any 
expence or exertion on the part of the pro- 
prietors, some judgment may be formed of 
what might have been done in the improve- 
ment and cultivation of the country, had they 
been generally disposed to make any thing like 
reasonable exertions for that purpose ; that their 
failure in this respect was generally and severely 
felt by every intelligent man in the colony may 
easily be conceived, they had seen in this 
period, thousands of their fellow-subjects from 
Great Britain and Ireland emigrate to the 
United States of America, either to perish by 
the effects of an unhealthy climate, or to aug- 
ment the numbers and strength of the enemies 
of their country, and were sensible that a ^-ery 
little exertion on the part of the proprietors 
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would have sent a great many of them to this Is- 
land, where their industry and prosperity would 
have been highly valuable to their country ; and 
where in a maritime situation congenial to 
their habits, they would have preserved the 
happiness of being still British subjects con- 
nected with their country, protected by its 
power, and governed by its laws, and to which 
a return would be comparatively easy if they . 
should be so disposed.* 

In 1797 two years short of the period to 
which I have brought up this summary of the 
state of the lands in point of settlement, ap- 
plications were made tu the assembly praying 
for some proceeding on their part which should 

* Adnnti gri Ihc Jooi of v hicli I am confident are poorlj cornpcnsatvil 
ittn on the fmitfiri Iwnki 'if the Obio, t(ntp]ed with ail tbe mor^fictiioiit 
tbtj hfTc to latiinit 10, among a people wboie priatrijwl enjaynieiitl 
■ppeu to iiiwi troo iiKoliuig uvl ibuiing that coumrj rrom which th«^ 
dcriTG their atiginj uid wbcre • cenrisl dgtcnontiun of tbe moral) of 
tocki? M laiuiUy l«>ing lb? fauiidwtoni uf pew rerolanon) vhick mod 
^nalll U BO leij dutaqt pcriud In; tbeir Iprbultat republicia libEitj at Ih* 
feet of loate bold sdiemurrr whose power aad luCMIi uuy pronlie tociCf 
■ ie>pit« fioto tbc nuKiici of auaich; and ciril war. 
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bring the subject under the consideration of 
His Majesty's ministers, that body having 
taken the matter up, after a strict enquiry 
and mature dehberation, came to the following 
resolutions with the hope of putting the 
subject in as clear and forcible a light as 
possible, 

1st, Resolved that it appears to this house 
after having fully investigated with the strictest 
attention the state of the lands in this Island, 
That Lots or Townships, N6s. I, 2, 3, 7, 8, 9, 
10, 12, 15, 23, 39, 44, 45, 46, 51, 53, 53, 57, 
58, 60, 62, 66, and 67 containing in the whole 
458,580 acres, have not one settler resident 
thereon. 

2d, Resolved that Lots or Townships, Nos, 
4, 5, 6, 11, 23, 30, 31, 55, 6l, 63, 64, and 65 
containing together 243,000 have only be- 
tween them, thirty-six families, which upon an 
average of six persons to a family, amount to two 
hundred and sixteen persons residing thereon, 
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and that tliese lots, together with those above 
enumerated comprehend upwards of one half of 
this Island. 

3dly, Resolved, That Lots or Township, No«, 
13, 14, 20, 15, 27> and 42 comprehending one 
hundred and twenty thousand acres, are settled 
respectively as follows, viz. No. 13, nine fa- 
milies, No. 14, eight families, No. SO, nine 
families. No. 25, nine families, No. 27, seven 
families, and No. 42, eight families calculated 
at the foregoing average, to consist of three 
hundred persons. 

4ch, Resolved, That the following townships 

- are settled agreeable to the terms of the grants, 

viz. Nos. I 16, 17, 18, 19, 21, 24, 26, 28, 32, 

U A ToitoibLp 19 und«itiocd lo be wiikd accordiog to (he tenia oS ihe 
^nnl, whin ill populaliori amocnlsto uiic bundled luula, leveiai of (bote 
enoiMrited in (hii raola lioii contuncd it ibii |ieriDi] two or tfarra Itao^ied 
«ouUcu:b ; (hougb Mine of Ibein, I uu conridful, weie ibort ofilie CRiuired 
number], andilii alntobc observed thai IbeitaleDfeKh (owniltip iu re- 
ipect to populalioD, is put dona oitbout regxtd to Ibe ciicumiluice. tbil tl« 
Mine >u obluaed bj the voluniar^ teioci of jnopte io xiiae iustaocei 1* 



=flbyGO(.)gIe 



222 

S3, 34, 35, 36, 37. 38, Sg, 40, 41, 43, 47, 4$, 
49, 56, ^4, 56, and 59. 

5th, Resolved, That it appears to this houses 
that although the Townships No. 7, half 
ifo. 12, No. 30, and No. 51, are not Settled 
according to the terms and concfitions of the 
grants, the proprietor, the Right Hoo. James 
Montgomery, Lord Chief Baron of His Ma- 
jesty's Court of Exchequer in Scotland, tia» 
been ever active in his exertions, and has ex- 
pended large sums of money in the settlement 
of other lands in this Island. Also that the 
following persons, Mr. Edward Lewis, and Mr. 
John Hill, proprietors of township, No. 5, and 
the late partnership of John Cambridge and 
company, proprietors of Townships, Nos. 63, 
and 64, have made different attempts to settle 
tliem. beside expending considerable sums of 
money thereon. 



different townships, withoDt the uUerference or eren the knoitledge ortka 
propiieton, fhim which it will «Tidenl] j ■ppB*' th>l Ibere w*i aa intentioo 

on ILe put of Ihi hoatt to eu^ei ste the cril complained uf. 
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' 6th, Resolved, That it afipears to this houw,. 
that the failure of so many of the proprietors 
in performing the terms and conditions of their 
grants has beeu highly injurious to the growth 
and prosperity of this Island, ruinous to its in- 
habitants, and destructive of the just expec- 
tations and views of Government in its coloni- 
zation a.nd settlemetit 

7th, Resolved, That it is the opinion of this 
house, that the various indulgencies and Jong 
forbearance of Government towards the pro- 
prietors who have failed in performing' the 
terms and conditions of their grants, have had 
no other effect than enabling them to retain 
their lands without exertion or expence, spe- 
culating on the industry of the colony, and 
the .disbursements of a few active proprietors 
in forwarding the settlement thereof, 

8th, Resolved, That it appears to this house; 
and seems universally atlmitted that this Island 
was it fully settled, is adequate to the majji- 
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tf nance of upwards of half a million of inta- 
bitanta ; and lu which case it would be of 
great importance to the mother country, not 
only in the consumption of its manufactures, 
but as a nursery for seamen from a very ex- 
tensive fishery which might be carried on 
around its coasts independent of the commercs 
which from its other productions would na- 
turally arise. 

dth, Resolved, That it appears to this house 
that the progress which has been made in the 
neighbouring colonies, and their fiourishing^ 
state and rapid increase in population since the 
close of tlie American war, is chiefly to be 
attributed to the general escheat and forfeiture 
which' has taken place of all the unsettled 
grants, and the regrantiog of such lands in 
small tracts to actual settlers. 

loth, Resolved, That it appears to this house 
that the greatest part of the population and 
improvements in the neighbouring province^ 
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we utaztcd o^oa lands e6c1:Kateda!i abO\'%-in«n- 
tioned, and wbich had been originally granted' 
nearly at ihe same time, and on similar tenns 
and cooditiona with the land of this Island. 

The &cts set forth in these resolutions were- 
stated to Government in the form of a peti- 
tion from the Assembly, concluding with a 
prayer, that such measures might be taken 
as were necessary to compel all tlie Proprietors 
to fulfil the terms add cooditions on which 
their lands were gr£tnted, or that the same 
dioald be escheated, and regranted In small 
tracts to actoal settlers, on such terms and con- 
ditions as His Majesty might be graciously 
pleased to direct. And the Lieutenant-Governor 
was requested to forward the said represen- 
tation and petition to England, and at the 
seD>e ttmtt to represent that the Assembly 
had no other views than bringing the facts 
stated in the resolutions fairly before His 
Majestf's ministers, comfident that all His 
Blaje^'s subjscts in the: Isknd would t^ear- 

4 
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fully and dutifully conform themielves to what*, 
ever determination might be made thereon. 

This representation, which waa addressed to 
bis Grace the Duke of Portland, in whose de- 
partment as Secretary of State, the managie- 
^ent of colonial affairs then rested, was well 
received, and his Grace was pleased soon after 
to inform the Lieutenant-Governor had been 
taken into consideration by His Majesty's 
confidential servants, and that as soon as the 
state of public affairs admitted thereof, such 
a determination on the subject should be made 
as would not fall to remedy the evil com* 
plained of. 

- Though this proceeding was very- agreeable 
to a great majority of the Island, and became 
to a certain extent a duty upon the Assembly,, 
judging from what they had seen done in the 
neighbouring colonies ; yet it must be confess- 
ed, that the cases were not perfectly aimiUr, 
and that however faulty or inadequate the 
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plan adopted for the settlement of the. cot 
lony had hitherto proved, it had certaply 
made loo great a progress to be materially 
changed without greatly injuring the proprie- 
tors who had hitherto carried on the settle- 
ment, who on their parts were decidedly against 
the proposed change while any other adequate 
means remained in the power of Government 
to compel all the proprietors to comply with 
the terms on which their lands were held. 

This state of things placed, the colonial 
government for many years in a very disagree- 
able and diificult predicament, it .was impos- 
sible not to feel severely the extensive injury 
arising from the neglect of so many of the 
proprietors in leaving their lands in a waste 
and uncultivated state, whereby the colony was 
subjected to all the evils and inconveniences 
of a feeble and unnecessarily protracted state 
of infancy, at the same time any proceeding 
whereby such lands should generally become 
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forfeited for non-performance of the terms 
of settlement, was liable to many weighty 
objections which could not be easily over- 
looked. What was to become of the in- 
terest of the proprietors who had hitherto car- 
ried on the settlement of the colony in the 
event of such a proceeding taking place, 
many of them had invested their all in its suc- 
cess, and it was principally by their perseve- 
rance and exertions, that it was enabled to 
Overcome all the early difficulties incident to 
such undertakings, difficulties of which it is 
not now easy to form an adequate idea, and 
which nothing could have enabled them to 
surmount but the most enthusiastic attachment 
to the country, and the hopes that a steady 
perseverance in their object would finally be 
crowned with success, whereby they would 
be enabled to leave handsome properties to 
their families ; yet it is evident that they would 
be the first and principal suflferers by any 
proceeding whereby the lands on which the 
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terms of settlement have not been fulfilled 
should become forfeited ; though the greatest 
part of such lands it is true were the property 
of non-residents many of them unknown in 
the colony, and who on their part had generally 
as little intercourse or connection with the 
Island as with Japan or Formosa, and whp 
would lose little more by having their lands 
escheated, than the uncertain prospect of being 
permitted to hold them without expence or 
exertion until they might perchance become 
of value : at the same time the forfeiture, 
and re^rantingof such lands in small tracts, to 
actual settlers as was aimed at by the Assembly, 
would have been immediately and severely 
felt by the proprietors whose lands were in 
a course of settlement, who must not only 
expect to lose a gieat part of the people 
they had already settled, and thereby the 
fruit of much expence and esnrtioo, but 
they must also submit to the prospect of 
being unable either to sell or let their lands 
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in fuljre,* until agreat part of what was likely 
to come into the hands of Government by this 
proceeding should be regranted and occupied, 
and when it is considered, and that the lands 
liable to this process comprehended very lately 
one-half of the Island ; their feari with respect 
to the effect of such a measure will appear 
very reasonable, and their opposition thereto 
perfectly justifiable. 

Such a contrariety of interest and views it 
may easily be believed would occasionally agitate 
the colony, and afford the means to factious 

* BmboM eret; in4a will Dntuiall; prefer uking op a gnnt of landi 
tn m Alt CtonB, tidier to purcbuiog or rentiig fnoi his fUtoiriubiecti ; 
it hu beei nid, iodMHl, that tbii nbjccfion nigbt in part b« got ttie 
b«Rer oT by confining Uie gcaati of such lands entiidy to auch scttlen 
•I sbonld came ID the Islimd lubsequcnl to the period in which thcae 
Jindi may come into the huidi of GoTeTQ^lm^ but Ihia I think would be 
found B DMSt iniidioui diMincl^on, u it would ban Ibe appraraa£« af 
patting tiioBe on wbom nncb of Ike Gut diScaltiEi of the lettlenent fcll> 
on ■ woiK footing ihia >nj otbtr cImi of people who might bow chuK 
to Kttle in the colon;. 
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and unprincipled individuals some of vhom 
are every where to be found to propagate di^ 
content and divisions in the colony : poorly 
as it may seeai our public offices are likely 
to remunerate any man of common talents they 
have been as eagerly coveted as if each pro- 
duced ten times its actual income, and most of 
those who have held them have been attacked 
by every means that the common routine of 
colonial affairs affords to the outs against the 
ins, and in no dependency of the British 
empire perhaps have such things been carried 
to a greater or more unjustifiable length, yet it 
is but doing justice to the colony to state that 
such conduct has been confined to a few ambi- 
tious turbulent individuals, and that by far the 
greatest part of our population have firmly and 
decidedly supported those to whom the ad- 
ministration of the public afl^rs of the-colony 
has been entrusted for the last twenty years, and 
notwithstanding the noise that a few fiuitiQus 
discontented individuals have occasionally made^ 
I believe I may venture to say, that for the 
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greatest part of the period as much good will, 
harmoDy, and unanimity, has prevailed in the 
colony as is generally to be met with or can 
be expected where the most perfect enjoyment 
of British liberty enables men either to indulge 
their caprice or prosecute tlieir views of personal 
interest according to their own inclinations, 
and with as liule restraint as is consistent with 
the existence of society. And where from the ■ 
circumstances of the colony, the government 
thereof was deprived of almost every means by 
-which such practices are usually met and re- 
trained in other countries. 

Having thus brought up my relation of ^e 
different proceedings connected with settle- 
ment of the lands from the oommeocement of 
the government till thceivl of the year 1799, 
I ^11 now proceed to notice such other cir* 
cnmstanccs as may throw any l%bt on the pco- 
Bieta and present state of the Idand. 
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ADMINISTRATION OF LIEUTENANT 
GOVERNOR FANNING. 



Duriag the last years of Governor Patterson'ts 
administration fais great object was to get the 
sale of the lands sold in 178], for non-paymcat 
of quit rent confirmed to the purchasers; he; 
was always very sanguine in his expectations of 
the rapid settlement of the Island, and ap- 
peared to think that if he could secure him- 
self in the Istadi acquired at these sales, tlie 
influence arising from such an extensive and 
valuable property would give him more conse- 
quence in the .colony than any Governor could 
acquire with the small salary and patronage an- 
nexed to the office, and that he would ia efiecl 
continue to direct the aflairs of the Island, 
tliough the government thereof should be no- 
minally transferred to auoUier. He faad^ as we 
have already seen, procured the return of a 
House of Representatives that were compteotly 
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JcTOted to hU interests, and he soon after con- 
trived to get rid of such of the members of the 
council As were not equally so. In this situation 
upon the arrival of Lieutenant Governor Fan- 
ning from Nova Scotia, with the King's com- 
mission in the usual fonn appointing him 
lieutenant Governor of the Island, in the room 
of Mr. Patterson, the latter affected to think 
that his immediate removal from the adminis- 
tration of the government was not intended, 
&at the appointment of Lieutenant Governor 
Fanning was only a temporary measure to pro- 
vide for carrying on" tfie public service during 
his absence in England^ to which- he was 
directed to repair, that He might personally 
satisfy His Majesty's Ministers with respect to 
his conduct relative to the lands sold in 178I ; 
this he affected to consider as an object which 
he was certain of accomplishing, and that in the 
mean time he had a right to retain the com- 
mand until it was convenient for him to set off 
on his voyage to England which, owing to the 
advanced state of the winter, could not tafce 
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place till the next spring. On these preteuoe^ 
to the surprise of every thinking man in the 
Island, Mr. Patterson refused to give up the 
goTcmment, and the council (then composed 
of members, all of whom had been nominal^ 
by himself) though they saw the madness of 
Such conduct, and individually did every thii^ 
in their power to persuade hira to desist tlj^e- 
from, yet as a body they had the weakness txk 
countenance this criminal insult upon the 
authority of their sovereign, by meeting tun 
in council, and acting with hira in all respects 
as if he had been still His Majesty^s legil 
representative. Under these circumstaneei 
Lieutenant Governor Fanning remained fi* 
some months as a private person, con- 
fident that' this audacious conduct as sooa att 
known, must produce such orders as wobMI 
leave Mr. Patterson without the shadow of an 
excuse, and that in the mean time tiie peace 
of the colony would be preserved, and all ap- 
pearance of farther disobedience avoided. Mr. 
'Patterson had met the Assembly a feir day* 



Digrr^ibyGoogle 



236 

before the arrival of Lieutenant GoverDor 
Fanning, and they were then sitting, be had 
]ud the Bill before them for making the sales of 
the lands sold in 1781 voidable, agreeable to 
the orders of government, which they imme- 
diately rejected : the private Bill stated to be at 
«he request of the purchasers was then brought 
forward and passed as we before mentioned ; it 
was expected that this measure, which had 
the appearance of being nearly the same in effect 
with the Bill sent from England, would satisfy 
government, Mr. Patterson's friends in this 
country had also found means to divide the 
proprietors in opinion respecting bis conduct 
and some of them had even come forward with 
a strong representation in his iavour ; these 
measures were now followed up by equally 
strong addresses and representations in his 
favour from the Council and Assembly, and 
upon the whole he and his friends had the 
atroDgest hopes that he would be continued in 
the cranmand oF the Island.. On the other 
hand xepresentations were sent from, the Islant}, 
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by whicli it appeared that the proceedings of 
these bodies by no means spoke the general 
sense of the colony, the management with 
respect to the lands sold in 1781 was clearly 
pointed out, and other acts of official mis- 
conduct brought forward, and above all the 
dangerous example of disrespect to the Royal 
authority in presuming to retain- the adminis- 
tration after the arrival of Lieutenant Governor 
Fanning. 

During the winter addresses from various 
parts of the Island were presented to Lieutenant 
Governor Fanning, requesting him to assume 
the command of tbe Island according to His 
Majesty's Commission, and early in April before 
the arrival of any intelligence from England, 
he published his proclamation notifying his ap- 
pointment and calling upon the inhabitants to 
obey him as the King's representative ; in this 
measure he was chearfully and readily obeyed 
by a great majority of the Island. Mr. Pat- 
terson however next day, thought proper to 
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publish a counter proclamation asserting Iiis 
Tight to the admioistratioD, calling Lieutenant 
Governor Fanning an usurper, andcooimandiDg 
the inhahitants to obey himself as the King's 
Irgal representative ; no tumult or disorder 
bovever happened in consequence of this ex- 
traordinary state of things, every one saw that 
it could last only for a few weeks at mosl^ 
perhaps onJy for a few days. 

Id a short time the .spring Letters from 
^England arrived, when it appeared that the 
conduct of Mr. Patterson in not - surrendering 
np the Government to Lieutenant Governor 
Tanning upon his arrival, was highly disap" 
proved of by His Majesty's ministers, and he 
V3S commanded without farther delay to give 
vp the Great Seal, and all the public documents 
and official papers in his possession to his cuc- 
ccasoT whose appointment in the Government 
was confirmed. This change was extremely 
agreeable to the Island in general, and would 
have been much more beneficial could the late 
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Lieatenant Governor and his friends hitve 
given up all idea of his restoration to the Go- 
vernment, but that was an event for \AacU 
they were yet determined to struggle ; and after 
an absence of a few months at Quebec, Mr. 
Patterson returned to the Island, and set up a 
systematical opposition to the admioistratioa 
of bis .successor ; having been long in the 
Government, many of the first people in the 
Island had been under obligations to him> and 
he of course had a considerable inQuence, eveijr 
e0brt that was possible in the iniant state of. 
the Colony was tried to render the administra- 
tion of Governmest in the bands of lieu- 
tenant Governor Fanning impracticable ; 
a prudent and steadily moderate conduct^ 
however, enabled the latter to overcome every 
difficulty, and Mr. Patterson after a fruitless 
struggle of nearly two years left the Island 
and came t^ England, where he expect- 
ed to resume his old influence among ibe 
propnetors of the Island by whose interest 
he bad originally got the fovemmen^ but 
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bere too hs was disappointed, the beariog of 
the criminal complaints preferred against him 
by the proprietors of the lands sold in 1781, 
tnmed oot so much against him, that be lost 
all influence among that body, and with that 
every hope of a restoration to the Govcra- 
nient of the Island to which he never after- 
wards returned : and having fallen into distressy 
bis ejLtensive and valuable possessions were 
won aftei- sacrificed for not a fifth of their 
leal Talue, under the operation of colonial 
laws passed during his administration. These 
laws it has since been found necessary to re- 
peal, indeed they ought never to have existed, 
and what is very remarkable by a concurrence 
of fononate circumstances very different from 
the views with which they were enacted, it so 
happened that while they were in operation 
very little other injury resulted from tbem 
than what fell on Mr. Patterson's property *". 

* Bjr these lam a creditor nai cDsbled to altach hii debtor'a pio- 
p«flj >t lite Imt lie took out hi* firs! pioaess ^mnsc him itilhow *»itiBp 
for jud^entj and lasdi might be sold b; exccatioD lo III tnouchs withool 
»7 cqaitj of [cdtoiptiaii. 
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It might have been expected after the dfr- 
cision of the Privy Council on tije complaints 
ag»nst GovcrnQr Patterson and bis adherents 
in 1789, that all farther attempts to disturb 
the colonial government, would have been 
abandoned, hut' an unfortunate misunder- 
standiog between the officers of the custom^ 
aad the merchants of the Island in 17^1, gav^ 
that party an opportunity of malting a last effort 
to r^ain their influence in the colony ; by their 
maoagepient a complaint was preferred tp 
government against the Lieutenant Governor, 
the Chief Justice, the Attorney General, and 
the Collector of the Customs, which these 
officers were obliged to answer, and the matter 
was heard before the Right Honourable thie 
Con^mittee of the Privy Council for Trade and 
Plaptatipos, whei^ after an expensive investiga- 
tion they were all honourably acquitted; as 
this business is now so loug past and many o^ 
those concerned therein have seen their error 
and the parties have in general been long recon- 
ciled to each other, I shall not now enter into 
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tlie circumstances : some things have sicce 
come to light by which it has appeared that the 
real complainants were not entirely without 
cause of complaint, though by do means such 
as to justify the extent to which the charges 
were carried ; it was one of those party strug- 
gles to which every society of freemen is -liable 
at times, and in which all the factious, the 
discontented, and those who have any thing to 
expect in the scramble, eagerly join ; but which 
on thils occasion it is now well known, never 
would have been brought to the length it was, 
but for the Jesuitical management of one, who 
was equally the enemy of the accused and the 
accusers, and who not being entitled to inter- 
fere in the public affairs of the colony, has for 
many years past, employed the whole of his 
time in endeavouring to render them impracti- 
cable in the hands of those to whom the ma- 
nagement of them has been intrusted. * 

* A* I am c«nMn UmI every ch9d of ten yam nU in tiw Uud. wd 
eicrj jienon is Eogbnd, in tlie Icut uqiuinted irilb oi coneeiaed in tbo 
■Bun of the colonjr ein at once name the man, I tbiok it UDnccenaij la 
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Our fisheries which had been gradually cer 
viviDg since 1784, promised to become agaio 
considerable, and afforded the means of recom- 
mencing a trade with the West India Islands, 
by which we were abundantly supplied with 
their produce upon very moderate terms ; several 
cargoes offish were also annually shipped for 
the European marked for which British manu* 
factures, salt and wine were brought in return ; 
besides the cod fishery, the herring fishery was 
begun and promised well, and our merchants 
had found means to obtain a considerable share 
in the produce of the great salmon fisheries 
carried on in our neighbourhood on the con- 
tinent, and upon the whole there was every 
appearance of extensive and valuable fisheries 
b^mg established to the great benefit of the 
Island when the late war commenced ; since 
which the fisheries have been almost given up ; 
and our articles of export now consist of wheat, 
barley, oats, salt pork, butter, furs, seal oil, and 
oysters, to Nova Scotia, with live cattle and some 
timber to Newfoundhind, and occasionally a few 
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cargoes of squared timber to Gr^t Britain ; a 
&w people are also engaged in shipbuildnig 
vhieh are generally sold in Newfoundland ; 
this is a business which will probably be car- 
ded on to a great eoctent, should the New- 
foundland fisheries revive on the cestoration of 
peace, as the great plenty of timber in several dis- 
tricts, and the reasonable rate at wlucb the nece&- 
fearies of life are obtained, will enable us to build 
ttt a much cheaper rate, than they can do in 
Newfouodtand, where the timber is now gene^ 
rally at such a distance from the harbours as to 
<nake it very expensive. Since 1799 the imporp 
tation of any kind of pro^stons has totally 
ceased, and the esport of these articles has 
gradually increased. 

In 1794 two provincial companies were raised 
for the protection of the Island, and His Royal 
Highoess the Duke of Kent, who comwanded 
^or several years at Halifaxin Nova Scotia, was 
pleased to pay the most marked and liberal at- 
tention to the protection andse»irity of theco- 
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lony, much more so indeed than any other gene- 
ral officer who had ever commanded in die dis- 
trict ; by His Royal Highness'a command our bat 
racks were rebuilt on a more extensive scal^ and 
new works constructed for the defence of th« 
town and harbour of Charlotte Town ; and hatf 
circumstances permitted His Royal Highness to 
have visited the Island in person, there is eveiy 
reason to believe that the colooy woulrf 
have reaped still higher advantages froth his 
patronage and protection ; the general feeling 
on the subject, after His Royal Highness quit- 
ted the'command in that country, was mani- 
fested in a (.'ircumstance which I shall sooa 
have occasion to mention. 

During the whole war we remained per^ 
fectly unmolested by the enemy ; besides thcf 
two companies already mentioned, and a: 
small detachment of the royal artillery ; three 
troops of volunteer horse, and a tight in- 
fantry company, were formed among the in- 
habitants, who were handsomely cloathed 
and mounted at their own expeuce ; the ansf 
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and accoutrements were given by government: 
besides these every man in the Island from six' 
teen to. sixty yeais oF age are mustered in, and 
subject to the militia laws; and when the natural 
difficulties of the country are adverted to, the 
colony may be considered as having been per- 
fectly safe against any predatory attack, which 
la the then and present state of the British 
naval power is all that we had to dread. 

It having been found from the first settlement 
of the colony, that great inconveniencies re- 
sulted from the name of the Island being the 
same with many other places at no great dis- 
tance, to which letters and other things intend- 
ed for the Island were frequently sent by mis- 
take, often to the great loss of individuals and 
the general injury of the colony ; it had in con- 
sequence been frequently in contemplation to 
Qhange.the name:of the Island, and the subject 
being recommended by the Lieutenant Gover- 
nor to the attention of the legislature in 1799, 
and the measure finally determined on ; an 
act was accordingly passed for changing tlie 
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name of the Island, from St John, to Prince 
Edward Islaod ; which was chosen by the 
legislature as a mark of respect, and gratitude, 
for the attention His Royal Highness had shewn 
to the protection aud security of the colony, 
and the interest he appeared on every occasion 
to take in the welfare and prosperity of its in- 
habitants. This act soon afler received His 
Majesty's Royal Assent, and appears to answer 
the purpose for which it was resorted to; 
though it will yet be. many years probably 
before the use of the old name is entirely dis- 
continued, in the mean time proper pro- 
vision is made in the act to prevent any per- 
sons being injured from ignorantly making 
use of the former name in any deed, or writing, 
, concerning property in the Island ; a mistake 
which may often be expected to happen in 
conveyances made iu this country, by people 
unacquainted with the change of name which 
has taken place.* 

■ In tSOO mncli muchief na done to ths culoaj throngh ■ Mr. 
WentatoHiii who mu ttax lo th» Idiod in Iha ottn of AUoniej Oeoanl { 
bM much to aniwei for : wbalsTar kii pro. 
a nu^ tuTO bMOi wtbei fron twbiiut dtioUi^ or Uw 
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In 1801 the Assembly having lustnicted the 
Colony's agent in this country, to make such 

tSettt of diKue, he mppMred to b« inttM Hm gtoteit put of the few 
laAotbi he ifieal on the Itlkiid ; on tfae fint dty k» lUde lit tpfMnnce in 
tbe Suprtme Court, be iddieaed hunielf to the audience, uid infon&ed 
then that he hid bcea pitched upon b; theii Savcrdgn u a penon of 
diatbgaished abiJititt, to come td the Island te regulate Ibeir afTain, abd 
«e jniliee dune, and ia ■ abort time he told (hlH tfiBt tvtif Uung wm 
Tcoag. and that br would nndeitah* to olcw tbt gftatvU part of them fmn 
paying icDt, or fulfilling any eoDtiact made irith tlic piopncloTi. nun 
of whom he raid had do right to their lands ; the Court nd eien (he 
Gorernor be (rested with the greatest imotcince, no body Mamed to knew 
what to do with hinif at tha n»e Hme it wai erideat that bia oaudoct if not 
checked, would be prodoctive of Teryjenoui eviti; lo fasdnatiDg wai hia 
dortrioe with the igaorant, that in the abort ipaoe of twomoulhahe rcceiied, 
according to his own account, foDi hundred rioitdng ttta, all ibii haire>er 
M not Hlitf; hiaii irtwrerer he faasrd of anj difiereoaea eiialiiigr h« coa- 
ttired toael a lawjoit on footi never perbapi was there a more complete in- 
(taoce of popular detuaion (ban thit man excited for annie weeks ; but hap- 
pily for tbe colony> when the madness «u atita height, letlEn iiriTcdfron 
Aa Secnlary of State, aaooiiDBing to the OoTcnwr Ilbv Weiitwoitb'i bong 
npeneded) thia he *u by no meana willingtoiobmiito, and hi* beharioat 
OD Ibe occaaioii was so eitraiagaot, dut hit grealeat admiren cookl no lon- 
ger that their eyes apon hit Teal cbancttr, and he vnq titer left tba liilandi 
when hia namerous dieota loal their noney. Fortnnabtlj Ibr the peace of Hw 
c^Iaiiy,! t tm ittta mceetOei by a geatletaafl u nmarksble foidiacooragiag 
jiligstion aa Mr. Weritworth wu aniiont by eraiy meaBi to proraole it ; the 
aituktioD iirfo which he threw tbe edony fbt aoBkC BMiBlbt, ii a rtrong !■• 
RMwaofbcnrlDiicbniubiefnajbedoMBkiwiTCOBBay, Mw bj OM 
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fartlier representations to Gorerninent, as miglit 
be necessary to obtain a decision on the sub- 
ject of their petition in 1797. Tlie signing of 
the preliminary articles of peace soon after gave 
an opportunity of briaging the subject forward; 
and early in 1802 the aflfairs of the Island were 
referred to the Committee of His Majesty's most 
honourable Privy Council for Trade and Foreign 
Plantations, by which Board a measure was re- 
commended, and soon after carried into effect, 
which has already had a very powerful in- 
fluence on the progress of the colony. At this 
time the arrears of quit rent due to the 
Crown on the lands, was ^59,163. 17s. and 
on many oi the townships amounted to more 
ttem it was supposed tbey would sell for, if then 
put up to sale by public auction, a circumstdnce 
which naturally operated as a discouragement 
to their respective proprietors in coming for- 



improdent >ppomtmeBt. Ht wu lapeneded belbre hilcouduct iii<be bland 
mu koownin Hut eonntrj; to wbom ihe col on j wu obliged mi ihcnibject. 
I never knew, bu tbe oMicMkn ii nich u «ill be long felt ud remen- 
ttaed. 
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ward to fulfil their terms of settlement : for this 
heavy arrear of quit rent government determined 
to accept of a moderate composition, and as 
an encouragement and reward to the pro- 
prietors who had exerted themselves in the 
settlement of the colony, this composition was 
made lighter to them in proportion to the ex- 
ertions they appeared to have made ; vith this 
view the different townships were thrown into 
five classes ; the first comprehended all those 
lots which appeared to have the full number of 
people required by the terms of settlement upon 
them.; from these the amount of four years quit 
lent only was demanded, in lieu of the full quit 
lent from I769 to 1801. 

In the second class were put all the town- 
ships which appeared to have one-half the re- 
quired population upon them ; these were 
charged with five years quit rent in lieu of all 
arrears to May 1801. 

In thethird class Were put all the townships 
which had between one-fourth, and one-half the 
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stipulated population on them ; tliese were re- 
quired to pay niue years quit rest in lieu of all 
arrears up to May, 1801. 

In the fourth class were all the townships 
which did not appear to possess one-fourth of 
the required population ; these were charged the 
araouat of twelve years quit rent in lieu of 
all arrears up to May, 1801. 

And in the fifth class were placed the town- 
ships which appeared to be totally waste and 
tHiinhabited, these were charged with the 
juiioiint of fifteen years quit real in lieu of aU 
arrears up to May, 180L^ 

This measure by disburthening the lands 
of a .heavy arrear of quit rent had aa im- 



t In tbi* ■rmigtnieDt, no dutioction wu mada betoeea tboK townilnpi 
;v)iicb bad bccDMttlBd bj Ibe eicniau of their reipccti*e proprieton, and 
fbme wbich wen letded bj the irolaDtBTj retort of people to Ihem -. the 
■Oniber of people od each wu Ibe wle crilerioa bj wtiicb Ihe towruliip) 
were duwd, ■ citcaoutiuue which moM eppear highlj liberal on Ibe part 
of gorenuMut when the coodacl of nuuij of Che propricfonis canudatoL 
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meSiite effect on the progress of the settlement j 
for in the short period that has since elapsed 
nearly one-third of the lands § in the Island 
have been sold, and transferred ; most of them 
from the hands of people who were no way 
disposed to make exertions for their settlement, 
to people who are actively engaged therein, 
and in this short period full one third has been 
added to our former number of inhabitants, with 
a prospect of a farther rapid increase : and it may 
be mentioned to the credit of the country 
tliat this sudden influx of people made no 
change in the price of the necessaries of lif^ 
and that it was found easy to supply all the 
new settlers with provisions, until they were 
enabled to raise them by their own indus- 
try, an object whieh they have in general 
accomplished in a shorter period I believe than 
ever- was- d{m$ before in any new counCiy ;* 



i Towiabi^ttf H<mbtn, 1, 10. ^IS, 17, iS, H. 31, 31, S3, {ST, 
IB, 39, {40, 41.49. 43, {47, l'3daf53, 54. 57,58, l-Mof 59, M, 

•nd 6>, boidet > greu ms ij imaUn tranifeis. 

jttj much to liniz awn crrditj il luabn« 
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much of this is no doubt to be attributed to 
the Earl of Selkirk, by whom the principal 
body of them was brought to the Island, and 
by whose care and attentioa all their waots 
were foreseen and provided for; his lordship's 
settlers hitd also the further advantage of being 
set down in wbat is natuially the finest district, 
of the Island, and which having been totally 
neglected by its former proprietors had been 
left waste and uncultivated, but whicb now 
promises under his lordship's management to 
hecome in a few yean a populous and 
valuable settlement ; and truth requires me to 
say. tliat J am ooohdent these people will aoon 
arrive at a degree of independence, and pros- 
" perity, of which they could have had no pros- 
pect in their native country ; and that they 
will in a few years contribute more to the 
general prosperity of the British empire in their 



obiened In (lie Uvul that Ihe new lenlan from the HighUndi ue much 
nore iBduittioDi imd enligblened tban Che original higtiluid colon; who 
frit Ktded in Hie Iiland, thtj hi*e bciidei got rid of more of thetr 
uicient prejudice! Uld coitonui tiid appeal to dimk more like (lie rM 
9( their ftlloir nibjccli thin thsie who emipued Ihirtj-fiite jeantgt. 
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new situation than there was any prospect of 
their ever doing in their former. ' 



* II niaj saitlbe Tietri of piirtkular people to Trprrsentttari 
■nil depcndnicc of the lemainiDg Biitiik cotooiei in America on IhB 
nullwr country u loow ind precariaai, uich u not bjtaj meatM the li^ 
in ubicb the nibjcct u wen in tbeae calaaia, where I maj praniDe to nj 
k iiu well uiideiMood u it genentl J ii in IbiicoDntrj ; neilher are ibe Himt| 
sorlbe intitiuioiH of tbeii republican oaighbouiiTiewedbjtbeBiDtheiHM 
ftioorabie Hpecli in which thej ire too codudodIj rtpmented in ttiit 
coiBli J ; and at lo *Dj probability of a raptaic bstweco tha two canatrte, 
wbcnbj the leciiiil; of the Btitiih poueuious in America nay be eodan- 
{.«nd> I inut ihat ii an eient at a great diuaDce. Moit people well 
•cqnuDted with the ulualMM) of the Dniled SUtei are eoonnced thai not- 
wilhitaadinj sppeanncei to tha cantrar j, theii govenuBeot ba> tto leriDql 
idea of a war with lbi> country ; in ibe preacnt Male of their parly and po- 
liticajdiilracliooi, such a meaiare could not fail having the moit fatal effect* 
on their ialeraal itate ; and brfroni being in a titoation lo think oi eonijiiM% 
the J would probably find it very difficult to dEfend tbd> own leacostf: 
but at all evanli, I cunudcr the maritime colonies aa perfectly lafe hi (b« 
prCMBt itirtB' Of the Briliih Daral power, and wbeoerer iheii real lahieb*- 
comei wdl andenlood in thi> country (a circomitance I trut at in giert 
Nuance) inch meamra I am confident will be •dopted by gorerament a) 
will rapidly niTse them into a atate ol popnladoji, which in a few jean will 
leave them nothing to fear fromAeir tepublican neighbour!. 

And when their valuable uatuia] renuccei are generally known, and 
iheimmenH extaat lo which their Gtheties may be carried i> fdt, wberelqi 
a great bodyof bardjr leamen will be Ibrmed for the national dafenee, I 
think I may venlute lo predict that their ajaica will be pot on web • 
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In consequence of this great accession of 
inhabitants, the Townships Nos. 29, 44, 45, 
53, 57, 58, 60, and 63, on which, a few yeait 
ago, there was not a human bein^ have in a 
short time become weil settlnl, and many other 
townships have acquired a great addition tt> 
their population, the only lots that now re- 
main totally unoccapied, I believe, are tlioee 
numbered?, 8, 9. 10, 15, 5\, and 52, on the 
greater part of which, it is probable settlements 
will be commenced in the course of this year. 

The very liberal terms on which the compo- 
sition for tlie arrears of quit rent up to May,' 
1801 was placed by government, having been 
disregarded by some of the proprietors, either 



(botnig u-mllBtno -nry diitsot duj imder (ben the imMt poncriol 
foreign depcndcDC J a f llic Biilub enpiie, Ihal vhich isUJ yU bt wkH 
^eriJttd, tmd but fTtcd «itt. Tbongb tbej produce oeidier gidd ot 
■ilier. Bor any other deJuUTe weilUi, thej cajoj ■ clinwte and loiJ, how- 
•vet diTcigified, which vriU enable Ihcm to rapport i> ■ miritiuie utiwioa 
ueiteonnpapidaiioD, wbue iodsitiy Mid leionraef UMj be nndered 
mitt higbnt cohk^wdm t» 1^ ftenx lUM, 
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IB hopes that it would not be enforced, or that 
}>etter terms might be obtained, it became ne- 
cessary to proceed at law against their property 
in the Island, these proceedings were com- 
menced in 1 803, under an act which had bees 
passed in the pre ceding year, and in 1 804, judg- 
ments were obtained by the Receiver Genenl 
of the quit rents, against ten townships, jBve 
half townships, and one third of a township, 
for arrears ofquit rent due to the crown, and 
it is now in the power of government, either to 
re-annex these lands to the crown, and re-graat 
them IB small tracts to actual settlers, or in 
order not to interfere with the other proprietors, 
they may be divided into tracts of a thousand 
acres, and sold, subject to the same rate of quit 
rents to which they were originally liable, by 
which means they will not interfere with the 
plan of the colony, or in any respect injure the 
other proprietors; this is a subject on which 
people will differ, and I am avare that some 
win say, why not instead of enforcing the pay- " 
■ ment of the quit rents as the means of com- 
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}>elliQg the proprietors to attend to the settle- 
inent of their lands, .proceed, against them for 
non-performance of the other . conditions on 
which they were granted, as has faeen.doae in 
Nova Scotia ; to. which I answer, that such a 
proc^diog would not in any thing like an equal 
degree answer the purpose, .the only conditioa 
in thetenns of . settlement which could be. en- 
forced with that view, is that which requires 
a number . of people equal to oiie person for 
every. two, hundred acres contained in .each 
grant, that is one hundred souls on .a tract of 
twenty thousand acres, or 6700 inhabitants for 
the sixty- seven townships into which the Island is 
divided, a population much inferior to what it ha4. 
already attained under all its'disadvantages, but 
which in. such a country is a mere trifle, and 
less than probably rach of the Townships will 
contain.in half a century.* Let us look at what 

■ flte BaiDMiU Idanli do not contaiii u* imich ciiltir«t>Ue mrface 
M one of oai . tovn^pi, (od jel 4re said la bare S0,000 iolululiati 
tba clunlle tod licuban it mtj be »lkdged an taj diScraot, but acra 
At tcR «c ciu Ttitt mora of the neceMaiin at life iImd ihej cm, mod 
UBj iberafbie look fotwud to » high ■ Kate ot popnlatiDn, 
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hasibappencd in Nova^Scotia wi^ere<no quttrMiit 
bas yet been exacted, fautwhere the temts of ««£- 
tlemcat have bean enforced, and.n)ft^yfauii4red - 
Ihoasand acres on whidi.theK fa»d nQt b^en 
#(dfiUed, have been esoheated, and regrainted* 
oApn vithout mudi public benefit reaultiiig 
lHoettitom ; _ most of the lands which have been 
•«sebeated weie die prc^>etty of non-rcstdent^ 
«nd justly * escheated' perhaps, becauaeeotiKlj 
wtglccte^, so &r the tiling vas very rights 
ibut it ^basanfortKnately happened, IJbattlxjae 
'laddi <were often regranted in lai^ .tracts 
4o <peop]e, who being upon Uie apot^ wece 
tfloabled tiy a little personal exertion, aiB^ 
^by Aacrificing a fourth or a fifth part of wbftt 
^they thus acquired, to placetomething Uke the 
-^ificTranoeoftheieantypopulatiDa required h/ 
:the -tcEms of aetUemeat upon thenO;, and mheB 
-titat has been once done, mo &rther questiMW 

•'I4SM heni at umtfrnty iaii omm honmrarUik madMI* Sdre 
' IKibrt Ait H won sppmerf dMt IMk bok km aSbolcd by tepnicw(Si« 
than plMiBstheh«]ain'DKhui4»of ■ nndeol pnipn*car,4iiM«i4 •£« 
• jwnMbnng in OrfeU-Brittin wlNtead. 
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are^ked, by thqe ntieans many hundred thou- 
sand acres ^fthe finest lauds i^ the province 
are locked up in the hands of a (pw indi- 
' Tiduals, tf> ,the great obatruction and in* 
jury of the settlement, but had the quit rents 
triflinx a^ they acf, been exacted And regularly 
l^id out i^ public works through the Coun;* 
try, such speculations vould never have beep, 
thought of, and I am covinced the population 

jtnd improvements of the Colony would Ipng 
ere .this baye far exceeded any thing it can nov 
boast pf. I believe,! shall run no risk of mis- 

^state^en^ wh/m I say that not one twentieth 
of tjie lands which have been granted in 
^isP«)vince thirty years ago are yet cleared 

^cir cultiv^te^, and the evil would have gone 
tp a qiueb grater length, had it not been for 

jt^e general instruction issued in 1790, pro- 
hibiting further grants without His Majesty's 
permission. That I am veil founded in this 
,a9s^rtion will be believed, when it is known 

^that notwithstanding the difficulties which 

' this instruction opposed to such practices, 
8 ii ' 
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there is one man in the Province (if I affl 
well informed) who has contrived to procure 
grants to the extent of one hundred thon- 
sand acres, during the administration of Sir 
John Weutworth, without being possessed - 
of a capitalwhich could have enabled him 
to bring one thousand acres into cultiva- 
tion.* 

It seems at first difficult to comprehend 
how taking money out of the pockets of the 
proprietors of a waste and uncultivated coun- 
try, can contribute to the benefit of that 
country, as it has the appearance of df- 
Jhinishing the fund from which its improve- 
ments are to be carried on ; that is the 
first view of the matter which will naturally 
present itself, and those unacquainted with 



* I am Miuible tlat wfaat I bsve said on Ibis labjecl, will not be pleuii^ 
to tbe gmt luidliotden/m that couulr;, nor to Ihoie itho have luge 
gnnli m tow, when tbe reilraiping toslraclion of 1790 U recaltfd, die 
eiactioD of tbe quit reaii woold be a seriuujcat upoD tbeii pioapecti ; ta ■ 
Ban wbo beldt Icou l«ent; to (osij ibousNid acie^ and upwaida, *a spe- 
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the subject may be iQclined to requij-e expla- 
nation before they can give credit to the con- 
trary. The thing is easily explained, the lands 
vere -originatly ..granted on terms of being 
settled and improved, whereby alone they can 
become of any real value either to the proprie-i 
tors or the public. It now appears after upwards 
of thirty years trial, that a great majority of 
those to whom the Island was granted, have 
never made any exertions towards improving the 
country, and that notwithstanding such failure 
.^hey have been enabled to retain their lands, 
and to speculate on the future prospects of 

Cplation, (wUch bi the nican-tiiDe jields noltung) imd many luch Ihere are, 
B quit rent ol even a (krthing an acre regularlj exacted, twcomei an 
abject ; bit to IM man who bold) onl; ttota five boadctd lo a thdiuind 
^teii lad wba hai ■ bondred acrei in cidtimiioD, luch a quit rent ii a 
ipere trifle which would be readily paid when it was felt Ihal Ihe cod- 
•eqnence would be, effectaaSy to cut up the large gnnU, vhich more than 
•ny other circnniitanc* hare injured and pTaiaaled the KittlenEnt and 
floidwioD af the conntry. If It ia expected that the coloaiei in North 
AxiericA are ever to enable the West India Islands to bet.'ome indepeodent 
of the United Stales in the very necessary aniclei of provisions, fish ind 
TaiDbet ; that can only be accomplished by an attention to l^iii %/iin ierj| 
^Uettnt Iran w])U tbe; b^ve h(tlieitb nft w)!^ 
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tiki di^d^y Vithoiit tiHhei ek^hii, ir ai«fti5ii,' 
fa ct>tmqiiiDc& tff the indulgeAee of Gavtrh*' 
jnent m not tikt^vg th6 regttlar payment df 
die quit ren^ ; vhiread it tfiay <ia8ily ht con' 
ceive^, thitt if the ^oit rents: Had Been it^i 
jiarly exacted, thtii ihe Jirbpri^tors in general, 
yoiild either have m&dk sii6h tittrHoai ai wettf 
necessary to pui the'Uddii in a ^iy of ettoneriit 
tmg them from tUi yeit-iy fexpenec, bf thit 
tney would have gradually &t>ld them off, dthet- 
in small tracts 16 actual settteri, ai in larg£ 
fracts on speculatioit to men ct fortune, ^hbt 
might be iilclih^d to ^Vehtare ffieir taionej^ 
in the settlement ; what has happened since the' 
CfHDposition for the arrears of quit rent up 
to May 1801 wag adopted^ 19 a complete 
proof of thi^, ibd t atn convinced had that 
measure .been adopted in 179% wheii ii wai 
£rat proposed^ that the copsequence \rould 
have been, Ih^t vre should t^fore this, have ha4 
^fty thousand people in the tsl&hd, and \iiat 
every acre in the colony would now have been 
worth af least fiirv 'guimu, that 'u, prondcil 
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thfrgronvitqpquft rent had been regularly esL4Ct*>.. 
ed m the meaa>tiiiie, and faithfully laid out, 
oa.tiie iaaprovemeat of the oouotry, 

In Aj^ IS06, sereral of the principal pro't 
prititon resident ia thi» country, pres^ted a, 
reprosentatioD to Lord Camden, then Secretary 
of State for the colonial de^artnient, stating^ 
such matters as a{^eared- to them to req^iire^ 
the attention and inteiposition of Government ^ 
this rq>resetitatioa has not yet been taken into, 
consideration, but there is every reason to 
expect that when more iroportant afi^rs wil| 
permit the great statesman now at the head of 
that department, to enter upon the affairs o^ 
the Island, such a determination will be madq 
thereon, as cannot fail being highly beneficial,, 
and thereby place the future progress and pros- 
pects of the colony on a. certain and ger- 
inaaent fooUog. 

In the beginning of July, t<ieutenant-Qe- 
neral Fanning who bad been near nineteea 
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yieafs Lieutenant-Governor of the Island, was 
saperaededby Lieutenant-Governor Desbarfes, 
who has the advantage of commencing' 
his administration with the colony in per- 
fect peace and harmony, and in a rapid 
state of improvement , far ' from meeting 
■ with opposition of any kind, he has been 
received with all the attention and respect due 
to his ofHce ; and I am confident wiW' meet 
with the most liberal support from his prede- 
' cessor and his numerous friends, in every mea- 
sure ' calculated to promote the general pros- 
perity of the colony. Upon giving up the 
•government, General Fanniog received every 
mark of respect and attention that could be 
shewn him by the people, whose interests had 
so long been committed to his care ; all were 
sensible "of his good intentions, and the diffi- 
culties" he had to struggle with as governor, 
where from the circumstances of the country, 
and the property thereof being locked up in 
the hands of non-residents, he was deprived 
pf an the means by which governors are usually 
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enabled to contribute to the prosperity apd pr^t 
gress of a new colony. 

His conduct during the time he administered 
the governmeut, had met with the uniform 
approbation of His Majesty's Ministers, and a 
provision equal to the amount of bis salaiy vas 
mMle for bira on his being superceded. ' 
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CONSTITUTION, LAWS and RELIGION, 



This Isknd, as a part.of tbedoBuMons-of ^^ 
crown of Great- Britaio, is independent of any 
jurisdiction in America,* the government and 

* Bj Hi* MyMj*! lojwl prod«w<ion in 1763, nfaJMIiDg tbe dlTuioii md 
boiuulanisofthedifie[CDtcoaDlrie*coiiqoend f ion Fmtcc in the preceding 
war, the Iihnd vu uuieied to the pronncecf HoimSootim; thk ciicnop 
fUnce bM EBTci been fbigntten, not hu the nibaequeat lejamiaa erec been 
iai|iT«B by • ceiUin let of people in that praiincc^ ia •ooiaqaeBce Of 
wlucb, I am tony to saj, that the Iilud hu been wbjected to mncb ob- 
loquy and miweprejeDtation, the inject of which app<Bis to be.to piennt 
die set^omenl thereof u a nepuate colonj, that it may be •gan iC'SniUd 
to Non Scotk, whereby the large Duetlled grant* woold be Lroogbt nndet 
llie openliMi oftheir ucheatlawi, and would qwcdiljcbangehMida, tbati^ 
mileid of bdng owned in Great Britain and Ireland, they would pan into 
Ibe band* of people of influence in and about the capital of dut pninnce. 
Thi* project bas been conitanily in Tiew ever ance the leltleinent of the 
Iiland commenced, to which it bai oppoaed very nnuiderahle obatnictMM 

(tnenl It tm iwriM H^Mg. m gMM< t m idliiiH ic Wifmi. 
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kg ii Hiit u i e tfancof bdng vested H ii GbvenMf. 
dr Lieitetast Qoverdor nd Council affp(mteS 
hy tbe Kiogf and! « faoosc of rrpTOBeataitivM 
eleoted bi^ the peo^, who meet in geiiMd 
aasemMj, hung cftlled t(»g«tber, pAiidguedy and 
dissolved by ibe gotereof's provlMnation. Thd 
conmission or patent uQtfer the great seal' dt 
6fe^t''Bnt»«i granted' itf Our first goreraoi^. 



K*(nredly fiw ^ porpoM of bringing it about ; whether nek » mfiure wi) 
be Mteapted Klthont tlit coiuMlt of the tiUud, aftei in hanng for to aany 
Jem cDJoyed a ■otfplete ceubtnttoa, naaba to be leeni b Aemani* 
fc»I*iltT«otBcehn«yOmhM^— y ihiagjtoitof theawMiMil •■< 
inhjaplioacf ibecolanyby aibrei^pofWr MuU be <ion ^nenlllj d#* 
limUli tojts inbabituita. It will he nil by At adrocata for (bit Desi 
mre. that Inuarapcneni tbcit Vmit, wUA ^f will »j aie diieettd bj 
«eiy diBeient giotivM tbao wbu I attdbvM thtta lo> and it will be pn- 
teoded tiiat &r fram baring uj wiih tobantbe Uad« regiaated in Ac 
^■niiei I hiTe alledgcd, that tleii object utt pid the Uaad m a way tt 
^ing ipeedily settled and cnltiialed. and tbeiAy becomiag of tbat Gaa)»> 
^neoce and Toloe ta the pubhc which iti minj paiurd idToatage* id point 
of uil and litiution enable it (o attain, and that ttw ipecutation t bare at- 
0ibiited their Tiewa to, ma; be pmeuted bj an iiutmclian limiting futora 
jpanti oTlaAd in l)ie Island to one oi two bundred actei; in thatcaie the 
Jbllowing taU^affsn taken in Nora Scotia will da ■omeihing towardiMt*. 
ltD| ttie veiy lUlialeretted vjein of theM people in a dear tight. 
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when tbe blaad was erected into a separate gat 
rerofoent, forms the constitution of the Island, 
tad the instractioDsjecdved therewith, areex-' 
planatory of ttie patent add r^iiUte thegover-* 
por's conduct in ahnost all the common routine 
of puhlic business incident to his situation. 
The instructions are pretty voluminous, .they 
^e changeable at the king's pleasure, and ad'p 



The eipeim or fert of ■ court of eicbcati and fbrleitnie on tn bu^fttn 
of oSce ue ■■ foHmfti 

The Secrefarj ortbe I ^^ 

Pro»Jbee, who is Com- J ^orfi^tBrw - - - 3 10 O 

cwnoner, bw tbeN J Rceoter 1S« 

three Feei. I -, 

\.Two loqawilioDa -..-.. a 0- O 

Tbe Mtomtf Genenl - . . ■ S 10 O 

Tbe Solickor GtDcnl S 6 S 

Tbe Jatj, It M Si. 6d. eich ... i lo o 

TbeCfcik t 11 « 

TheSheriff 13 4 

Th« Santjoi GenetMl of Lands i - 1 3 4 

Tbe Cijer of the Coart - - - • i H 

jUrertiiemnli in the Newspipen, '\ 

gitiog Mtice of tbe pioceedings, > 20 

laid to cott geDcrall; >boul - j 

£3a 3'- 4 
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ditlonal instructions are seat, as circumstance* 
may require. The council, when fuH, consists 
of nine members appointed by thekifig'sitiaii- 
damus, or more frequently by the governor or 
•lieutenant governor for the time being, subject 
to His Majesty's approbation : all their privileges 
and powers are defined in the instructions ; they 
are a privy council to the governor, lieutenant- . 
governor, or commander in chief in the admi- 
nistration of government, and he is bound by 
the 'royal instructions to ask their advice on 
almost every act of public concern, the stile of 
all proclamatioita and acts of government being 

Then Fees are to be paid bj any peisaii whe praceedi to eichot a grant 
•flmd obeceoD the terms and coiidilloB* of aeltlemeathaye aot beeDful< 

filled, iu onler thai he ma^ gel tlie whole, or B part ibereof regrsnied loliin- 
■df. Supposing one of our lownshipi eicheBled by ibis proceeding, and 
that it ii to be repBDted in tracts of one hundred acrei; the feei of office a 
' HovB'Scotia on a gtsntof ahnodrcd acrea, are abont ei|hteeii pouadi cnt- 
rancy, btaides the eipence of surveying, so that the rcgranliiig a single 
toniuhip in that manner, nould produce to tbe oncers of gorernment k 
fhat proTince lio less a sam ' than lfire£ Ihmuaiui lix kundrrd pnmit. 
U»iie aome kn»«kdge of the sabject,' I ptonmc to say, that it irill aot 
-be difficult lo biing halfihalsudi in tfae I^sod within the gripe of tbe 
Court of Escheats, if it i> re-united lo Nora Scolta, and from what hat 
been nid, my readels Kill see tfaat the speculation is nrorlb name eiertioo. 
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** S^ tm4 with *h ,*^p»cc jmi fiqruent of ^ 
** /I4<^t**9'* Ceuncii-" TJiey jwe cpsTciicd by 
^ gcrrenior,.w_fao j^s^Jw^yg prescE|t wh^en they 
.,((it Asaprivy CQWCtl, .0/ ^upo^^Hts of ,«rrfti> 
,or sppeaU ,froni;(1iP ^upranp.cpijit: ^^qQttn- 
jellor'n ,UtIe,U The iiopour^blr, |Lpd:th«y senfe 
without 4Dy Ml^riw. IXpop .^hp .deatfi pr ^i|* 
KDce of [the ^vecnor qi fjcMt^iiaiitrggvjetpQr 
^fi)r the tipie bein^ .tbc-sepior jWfnhex.Qf ,^e 
,jb|oard spcqecjsjtp the g)>v«ri)Daeii.t of %^e Island, 
-which ^he -is entitled to adroiiustfr, with .the 
title of President (^the Council, and Couffqaq- 
der fQ chi^f, iiotil l^ K^yesty ^hall.^v^ .{fro- 
Tided pt|ierwise. 

When the legislature meets in genenl axaeso' 
bly, the council forms the upper house, repre- 
senting; the lords in parliaipent; they th?onw^ 
vithottt the governor, the chief justice for the 
^me being is ex officio president or speaker; 
they cannot vote hy proxy, but cuter their 
dissent, apd their reasons therefore at large 
00 the minutes; the council never j 
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thdr legislative miputes, but ^e house of re- 
presentatives always print their own journals ; 
toth are transmitted to the office of the secre- 
■tary of state for 'the colonies, with authenticated 
cQfues sf -such laws as pass during the sesMoa 
jtftbecolonial legislature. 

The bouse of representatives consists of eigh- 
teen members, elected by the people under the 
aothority of a writ issued by tlie governor, 
'tieutenant-govemor or commander in chief for 
the time being ; four members for each of the 
counties, and two for each of the towns :• They 
tneet in general assembly, are prorogued and 
dissolved by the governor's proclamation ; they 
diuse their speaker, subject to the governor's ap- 
probation, which is generally a matter of course : 
'No personal privilege or advantage is claimed 

' ^ bpiuAe^en, lelMa of land in ponewioii, and projprietqn ft 
land, being PnxeitaDti, are qoalified to vou'fbr th* meniben of their 
'-napectira coaalics ) aad &t Ibe lowai all luiaaeteepm aad prapriaton of 
-• Unnii ac paMiua lot wittuntbe Iowa and tajahj, beiqg PrDtMtaofi, ^^ 
entided to a *ota : and an j penon qualified to b« an dectai, maj be> 
come a candidate vithoot &rtiiaT qualificalion. 
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-by the members, nor do they at present receive 
aay allowance. for their attendance. Id all 
their proceediogs when met in general assemUy, 
they take the British house of commons for 
th^ir model, the rules and regulations of which 
they have adopted as far as the same are yet 
applicable to the circumstances in which they 
are placed. 

The colonies are understood to take the 
common taw, and all the Statute Law of Eng- 
land antecedent to their establishment/ which 
may be applicable to their situation and cirr 
cumstances, but this must be understood with 
many, and ^ery considerable restrictions, many 
of the arti6cial refintments and distinctions in- 
troduced into the laws of this country cannot 
he applicable to them :. the laws of police, and 
revenue, the mode of maintaining the estab- 
lished clergy, the poor laws, and the juris- 
diction of the spiritual courts, and a multitude 
of other provisions are neither necessary not 

■ t Blmk. Coo. lOT. 
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coBtenienCfot tHenf q&r t(re th^yift force; w)iat 
it adflsiwilHe, ^u)4 wh«t sh^U be iiej«Dted, Iw 
Utbert6 be»t l^fl tQ the di&cretiea of (b^> 
respective oQiiru, 3Ad on this htad it 1119J 
easily be believed opimoas will di^ tamk i 
it is therefore to be wished, that a more cer- 
tain mode bf detemimDjS X^ length^ to which 
it is to be carne4 may bedeviled. 

. The Jegiflftture o^ the Island ar« iav«Bte(i 
with full power and authority* to mak^ con- 
stitute, at)d ordain laws, statutes, and ordi- 
Xj^ces, for the public peace, welfitr?, qnd 
good g^vernqieut tfaeieof, suph laws, statutes, 
and ordinances, sfq not to b9 repugq^nt t9, 
but as nearly as amy bft 9gre9«bl« to the law* 
of Great-Britain, ^od the gpv^nor is dirwt^ 
by the rayal in^tructiopf, not f) f^nt to tho 
passing of any Uw of a new or ^tr^i^rdinary 
nature, without the same bft^ % clause S^sp^nd*' 
ing the Qper^tion thereof, until His Ma^sCy's 
pleasure: t^^rein i* known. 

* By Hii Hiymya Itoyil Fataitt uder rin gtwtfcrirfCiiX Jtl M u, 
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* The -imtorations which' have hitherto bceii 
made on the English laws are not many, ttiougti 
some of them are importaat ; I shall endeavour 
to give an' idea of theiHi taking the subjects up 
as they stand on our statute book. 

i- By^'an- act of the -1 3* of George the 3*, Cap. 
V. the damages on protested foreign ■ bills ^ of 
exchange are fixed at ten per cent, and the in- 
terest at sixper cent over and above' all charges 
of protest, &c. " • 

^ By the SO* of George the' 3*. Cap.. VIIL 
For the prevention of clandestine and uncerlain 
sales- of houses, landsj and tenements, within the 
Island, and to the intent that it may be better 
inown what right or title persons really and 
truly have in or to such estates as they'ofierfor 
sale. It is enacted' that all deeds, conveyances 
"or mortgages of houses, landsj or tenements 
within the Island, shall b$ recorded at full 
length in the register's office within forty days 
next af>er their re&pective dates, if executed on 
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•the lislanSbetwcen-the "firstday of May, and 
'the first (lay of November; and within eighty 
'day's if there executed between the first- day of 
'November and the first day of May:- and if 
executed in Great Britain' or Ireland,- then the 
'•said original deeds,' or doly attested copies 
'thereof, shall or may be recorded as aforesaid, 
■ within the space of two years from their reflpei- 
■tive dates. After' the expiration of the said 
'forty days, eighty days, or two years : all such 
"deeds", &c. if not 'recorded as above directed, 
■fihall be of no force against any bona fide pur- 
chaser wb<J shall comply With this act, or against 
any other person Vhatsoever except the grant- 
'or, or grantors, his'or their heirs. 

' By the 25* George 3'. Cap. t. the'operatioh 
of this act is extended to all leases being of a 
longer duration than twenty years, and the term 
*ftf two years allowed for the regrsterihg of deeds 
'executed in Great Britain or Ireland is extended 
to'all deeds, &c. executed in aW other of'Hrs 
- -T 2 
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J^jeftty's ^ominiouB iddetaat from the Jsland. 
Proof of the execution of aU deeds, &c. isicr 
. :quire4 heioie they can be recorded. By thjs 
act an.Qf»ti<niiis given to tb& parties cancerped, 
e^ber ^ i;egistor all deeds, kc. «tfult length, 
<;r by a ^ei^orial thereof ; and for want of «ucb 
ir^istering, all such deeds of .sale, -cooveyanceir, 
tftfistga^g, deeds of settlement, or conveyances 
.(^ what natucew kind socpc]:, deeds-poll, leases, 
w. agreements of longer deration than ten year^ 
^'Or concerning amy lands, tenements, or he- 
. reditaments in this Island shall be adjudged 
fiaudutent; and of dio &fce or, effect This act 
not to bar the title of nuoora femmc coteefrta or 
persons non compos mttttigf imprisoned, or ab- 
sent from the Island, who are respectively en- 
.tJtled to sue and recover within two years after 
-suchimjiedxment shall have been removed. 

By an act of the 80'^ of George the 3'. C«p. 
;XX. CreditOTS are enabled to attach the effects 
and atatcs of abKat or absconding debtor^ 
which are thereby reodeied liable in law to tfae 
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judgment (o be recovered on svct^-proops, mA 
subject to betaken in execution for. satisfaction 
thereof, in vhoever's bands the same may be: 
absent debtors againsit whom sucb Jivdginepts 
are recovered, ate eotitled to a re-he3riBg. *^ 
any time within throe yeai^ aod the plaintififio 
such actions befofe any executioa ^ha^ is^H« 
on Biicb judgments, to £^iv« security t^ tbf 
satisfaction of the court, for the rep^yiip^t ^ 
all monies levied bjr the said execmiqn, it\ q^^ 
the said judgment he reversed pnsuch fc-^fifr- 
ing. By an act of the 25* of Georgf ^\_C^ 
II. the operatipn of the above act '^90 fkr al- 
tered as to restrict prpdijors ftofli pppjcc^d^g 
against debtors wKo have never ^eex). n;*j4pnfr' 
on the Island, and security in double th^ ^^^ij^u^ 

- is required before any execution is awarded 
against an absent debtor, conditiongd to m^ke 
restitution, in case the said judgi»ent ^U be 
reversed on a re-b«aring ; but the titne allpn^ff 

- to absent debtors to appear either by thcmfflv^f 
or attojney, and jnpve to have the judjg^eut by 

- default t^ken 0% is curtailed and limited to a 
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year and a day from the time of entering judg* 
tnentagainst such absent debtor. 

By the ai"* of George 3*. Cap. II. the estates 
of intestates, after paying all just debts and fa-^ 
Jieral expenses, are directed to be distributed by 
the judge of probates, one-third of the personal 
ftstatt to the widow of theintestate, besides her 
dower fn the houses and lands during her life ; 
and' out of all the residue of such real and per- 
sonal estate, twO shares, or a double portion lo 
the eldest son or his representatives, and the 
remainder of such residue, to and among the 
other children of the intestate, or their repre- 
sentatives ; widows' dower to be divided in like 
manner after her death. 

By the 21tof George the 3'. Cap. III. lands 
^od tefliettients are made liable to thie payment 
of debts So case no personal effects can be found 
to satisfy the same; this act allowed an equity 
of redemption within two years after levying 
such execution, but was repealed by the act of 
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tliB 36^ George the 3*. Cap. .IX. whichiuodie 
lands aud teoemcnts liable 'to .be aal<i in -six 
months after they were taken in execution, with- 
out any. equity of; redemption; the operation of 
this last act .was found to be so ievj^e, .thai an 
act. was passed in the SoP'vof/GeorgiS''. ^Cap. 
VIII. by which it is enacted that, no lands -ok 
tenements hereafter to be taken in execution, 
shall be sold in less than tw.o years after they 
shall havie been so taken. . 

By the 21". of George the S^ Cap. XVII. It 

is enacted,, that all actions or suits, -either -.in 
law.or equity, to be - sited, or brought, of or for 
any lands, •tenements, or hereditameitts within 
the Island, ■ shall be sued and taken within 
twenty years, next after.the- title or cause of 
action first descended, aad.at 'no .othcr.tlme: 
after the said twenty years ; • and that rio>etrtry 
shall be made upon' landa,.&c.. but wiUiii 
twenty years next after such title shall have ac- 
crued, after which :such persons not enteriftg, 
are utterly excluded ; with the usual savingi 
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ii^v.«e^ iotttfaatt, femrne eotKert, persons wm 
MfHpoe mMth, impriwned, or bofand stag. TIw 
great ftiid geserftl neglect of qo tnatiy of the 
propridioiv having htTolTcd many people in 
gKat Uttcertdnty with retpect to the titles of 
Itiods, whereoa very conai^rable exei^ions ami 
npence had been laid out, the legislatiire were 
induced in 1795 to passalaw 95** Geo. 3* C^. II. 
intituled an act. for cottfinAing titlfs and quiet- 
ing posseasions, by which it is enacted, tKat all 
purchasers or lessees of land, who have been in 
tKe quiet atfd peaceable possession of such lands 
for the space of sevm years, and all persons 
clamii^ by, from, orunder them, are coifirmed 
hi such possossion accovditig to the right, title, 
or interest iiitended to be conveyed in and by 
socb leases or conveyances. And ali deeds of 
sAt made by the Sheriff, Coroner, &g. under 
writs of execution: arc Qott&fmtA, any want of 
legal fbrm in such deeds notwithstanding. 

The lands sold in 1781, for non-payment of 
quit tent, are excq>ted from the operation of 
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this act, and it h also proTi<fc<J that no erro* 
which may have taken place id settKng the 
township boumlarie!! shall be therebj cotiStmet).' 

By the 35* of George 3\ Cap. VF. It in 
enacted, that fto greater interest than six per 
c^t per anmim sha^I be taken. 

The severity of the criminal laws ef Great 
Britain being unnecessary in a! new country 
where few cr&nes aw committed, by the 33* of 
George the 3* Cap. K a new criminal code mctts 
suitahie to the situation and circumstances of 
the country is establishedL By the 60* oi 
George the 3' Cap. lit Ec is enactsed that aft. 
grants, deeds, and conveyances herf tofone mada 
and executed by any married woman jointly 
with her husbind, of any lands, houses and te*^ 
nement within this Island, whereof such marriccl 
woman is dowable, shall be as good, and vaUil 
in law, as if the same had been made by afemaim 
tole, or as if such woman had joined iii levying 
a fine, according fo tiie Ia\V ai.d practice, ■«? 
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' Kogbtad in that case made and • provided ; aiid-- 
it is further enacted, that all grants and con* 
veyances which shall hereafter be made by any? 
married woman jointly with her husband, of 
lands, houses, and tenements whertof site is tiow- 
aWe by law, orin or to which she raayhaveany' 
present or future interest, either in Iwr own right,- 
or in or by any other ways or means whatsoever, 
shallbe as -good and valid iti law, andof the 
sane force .and effect, as if the same had been 
made by a/emme M/c,^ora8 if such married wo-- 
man. had joined in levying a fine in 'manner 
herein-before mentioned ; provided -such deed- 
Or deeds, ■ &c. shall be acknowledged by such 
married . woman in the presence of a judge of 
the supreme court of the Island, or any justice' 
of the peace thereof, by such matried woman, - 
as her free and voluntary act and deed) and to* 
have been . executed for the purposes in the - 
said-deed or deeds mentioned, and that the same 
was^done without any force or compulsion from, 
lier husband and a certificate of such acknow--. 
ledgment, the form whereof is engrossed in the ; 
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set, is directed to be underwritten or indorsed 
6n every such grant, deed, or conveyance: 

The revenue laws hitherto adopted, are but 
two, a hcenCe duty on retailers of wines, and 
spiritous liquors; and an impost or excise duty 
often pence pef gallon, "payable on the im- 
portation of all wines and sp'rita ; and twa 
pence per' gallon on the importation of all 
porteT, ale, or strong beer ; tliese are the 
only taxes yet payable in the Island, and the 
produce of thein has constituted the sole re- 
venue by which the contingent expences of 
government, and the high roads and bridges 
have been carried on. Taxes are a subject on 
which the House of Representatives have hi- 
therto been particularly tenacious, and they 
have yet to learn, that it is possible to err" on 
the popular side of the question ; called to the 
duty of legislating for their fellow subjects, 
vithout much experience or knowledge of 
■ public business, they have not observed that 
by giving way too much to ihe [.trrjudices 
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venues vbich might have been raised aod ap- 
plied to the public service, greatly to the ad- 
vantage of thejsland, lias been auffered to go into 
the pockets of a few individuals, who have htT 
tbeito had the trade of the Island in their 
handfr: This is an error naturally to be ex- 
pected is a new country, but experience will 
teach us better, and all will soon be coit- 
vioced, that a respectable revenue adequate to 
the wants of the publi? service, is absolutely 
necessary to the prosperity of the Island. 

The Mily comqion law court yet established 
in the Island, is the Supreme Court of Judir 
cature, which is a Court of King's Bench, 
Common Pleas, and .Exchequer ; t^e Chief Jus* 
tice is appointed by warrant under His Majesty'* 
manual and signet, undei; the authority of which, 
letters patent are made out in the Island, 
tested by the governor or Qommaiider ia 
chief for the time-being, and under the Great 
Seal of the Colony, and. a salary of five hundred 
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are two assistant justice, who are appoisted hjf 
.tbe.gpverDor, and who at precent serve without 
siny salary. Xbe jleparta)en.ts.of counfiel and attor 7 
l^y are3tiUunit£dj and the number ofpractioness 
is.}'£t oviy foui : the proceedings in civU actions 
prjc conducted as nev as circumstances wilt per- 
mit, agreezbie to the pxactice Ln the Court of 
Conown PJcas ia Westmijiater Hall. An .aftpei4 
inlhfiiaturejif a jurrit 0if exror k allowed frpm 
^ isnpreme court tp the govewor or cpn»- 
mander in chief ia council, when the dfiht Of 
.value appealed for exceeds the siim of three 
Jtuui4ced pounds steiji^g : aji^ ad appeal fnsm 
the judgment j»r sientence of' the goyenxOr pr 
pomsBsaaa^r -in chi^f m coundl, to His Mj^ty 
in Council, ia fUpwed when the debt .or v^lue 
(Cj^PI^ledipr, exfi^di the sum of fivehua- 
dnd pounds .sterling. 

, Xhe church of &y[laad is the r^ion cf the 
Zsl^d, M^lish^d \iy law^ but the fixe ex,erc)se 
»f leiyry.R^igiop As allf^w^ : and all dissentens 
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of whatsoe^'er denomination they aVe, have 
iree liberty of conscience ; and may erect 
toeetihg houses for puhlic worship ; and may 
chuse and elect ministeraor pastors "according 
to their several opinions. And all' contracts 
Itnade between such' dissecting ministers and 
their congregations are declared valid, and 
shall' have their lull force and effect ; and all 
dissenters are exempted, and excused from 
the payment of any ' rates' or taxes to be made 
or levied,' for the support "of the Church -of 
England in the colony* 

' There is yet only - one clergyman of the 
Church of England on the Island, who was 
appointed by the King,' Rector' of the' ParisH 
of Charlotte on the" first formation of the 
government, and has a salary of seventy poiftds 
a year on the annual estimate,' voted by parlia'' 
ment for the civil establishment of the cojony, 
for *hich he does duty for the whole -Island, 
making occasional -tours to the different- set*^ 
tlements to perform divine service, and.bi^zs 
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the children: several applications have -been 
made to the incorporated society for propagatmg 
■ the gospel ill foreign parts, on behalf of 'tlie 
Island, prayings for the appointment of mis- 
sionaries, on the^same footing- as they aregrant- 
ed.to ali the other colonies in North America, 
and though it is understood that these appli- 
cations were recommended to the consideration 
of the society by the Bishop of Nova Scotia'm the 
first place, and snbsequently by the Earl ofBuck- 
in^AapwAi re, when secretary of state for the colo- 
nial department,, it has not. thought iproper to 
grant the favour requested ; if lam wellinform- 
ed, the reasons on which the refusal-was groubd- 
ed, are, tliata number of individuals of fortuoeia 
this country, .who ate proprietors of laitd in the 
Island, contribute, nothing to. the funds of the 
society, and. that government alloM- the salary 
of military chaplain on the garrison staff of the 
Island, to: be held- as a sinecure by a person 
whenever was in the colony, instead of con- 
ferring it on a resident clergyman : after: what 
has .been said in the preceding pages- of tlie 
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nq^ot of the proprietors in other mzZt^s, It 
appeu-s h»rd that the conduct io^ted to them 
u this subject, should i\so he tnjuriog^ to the 
colony. The peo^ of the Itliod have aot 
been able to discover in theap reasons* much 
concern for their spiritual wdfarf^ or any great 
cooaistency vith the professed objects of that 
^verCod and veiy respectable society, and they 
have to lament, that wi^out any fault ob their 
pan^ they are e:u;Iudcd from participating to 
the important henefits of an iasdtutioD, that 
has been literally extended to the neigh- 
iKmring culotii^ of Nova Scoda and New 
Brasswick, and to all their fellow subjects \q 
nmilar circumstances : tlie disappointment is 
the more to he regretted> that, as on the one 
hand, the Itdand is yet free of the contagion of 
thatvuidiinn which afiecls to reject Christianity, so 
on the other, has it escaped the visftation of tliat 
wild fanaticism which has overrun many parts 
(^ the continent, greatly to the injury, and dis' 
creditof true religion, morality, and industry. 
And the minds of the protestant part of the in- 
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habitants in general are in that state whemo a 
little aid and exertion on the subject, would go. 
a great way towards uniting the greatest part 
of them in the commuuion of the church of 
England. Most of the Highlanders who set- 
tled in the Island previous to ] 803, and the Ac- 
cadian French, are Roman Catholics, and bare 
two or three priests of that religion, whose re- 
puted zeal for making proselytes has occasi- 
onally created some differences; I believe how- 
ever their success in that respect has not been 
great, ^though the want of Protectant clergymen 
has given them advantages ovcr..w«ak minds. 

The greatest part of the Highlanders who 
have recently settled in the Island, are of the 
church of Scotland, but have yet no clergyman 
of their own persuasioo, though there is reason 
to hope that the same disinterested care and 
attention which induced so raanv of their opu- 
lent countrymen to join in bringing foiward 
the late act for regulating eitiigration, will in- 
duce them also to afford some aid on this more 
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wportant subject, and they are the more san- 
guine in their expectations, because it is koown 
that the funds at the disposal of the General 
Asiembly of the Church of Scotland applicable 
-to such purposes, are in a very floiiTishiog state, 
and it cannot be believed, that any little jea- 
Jou£y with respect to emigration will be alloW' 
-ed to interfere against them. The sum wanted 
in addition to what they can do themselves, 
"Will be but trifling, nor wilt it be long wanted, 
a few years will enable them amply to provide 
for a C Tgjman, and also to establish a senii-^ 
pary of education, in the mean time, however, 
some assistance on both subjects would be vtry 
desirable. 
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FISHERIES. 



Having several times ia die preceding pa^n 
BVentiooed the Fisheries of the Island, I shall 
now attempt to give my readers lome idea of 
their nature, and the extent to which tbey may 
be carried. 

The herring fishery is the first that coininen>- 
ces in the spring; the hays and harbours, par-* 
ticularly on the north side of the Island, are no 
sooner clear of ice, than they are filled with, 
immense shoaU of these fish, which may be 
taken in any quantity ; though they appear to 
be more plentiful some years than others, they 
never fail coming in great abundance. Tbey 
are not so fat, though generally much larger 
tlian the heniogs taken on the weat coast of 
V S 
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Scotland, and on the coast of Ireland ; they are 
more like the Swedish herring, and properly 
cured, answer very well for the West India 
market ; they are taken at much less expence 
than on the coast of Scotland or Ireland, as the 
whole business is carried on in the harbours, 
and no craft above the size of common boats is 
necessary ; such a train of nets as is commonly 
used in a herring buss of 70 or 80 tons on the 
coast of Scotland, would with ease take ten 
thousand barrels in a week or ten days ; in ge- 
neral, however, large seins for dragging them 
on shore, will be found a better kind of net. 
They come into, the harbours geoerally as soon 
as the ice is gone, the first shoats are always 
^he best, and the whole business does not last 
above a fortnight, and if shipped off imme- 
diately for the West Indies, from the shortness 
of the voyage, and the nature of the fish, being 
3 large full fish without oil, they will arrive 
there in a better state for that market, than any 
otl^er herrings that can be carried to that di- 
mate. Besides what may h^ exported sal^ 



Digrr^ibyGoogle 



293 

gi'eat quatitities might be smoaked, or cured 
red, for which there is a great demand in the 
United States ; the wood necessary for smoak- 
ing henings will cost little more than the trou- 
ble of cutting it down and carrying it to the 
curing houses, io this country it constitutea the 
grealcst part of the expence of the business. 
In the months of October and November, 
large shoals of herrings of a much superior cha- 
racter, such as would be fit for the European 
market, come upon the coast, but do not come 
into the harbours in such large bodies as in the 
spring, but they might be as easily taken by 
bu«s fishing as tbey are on the coast of Scot- 
Und. 

Ale Wives, or Gasperaus {Ctupea serrata) are 
taken in many parts of the Island, alid in the 
adjacent harbours on the continent, in very 
considerable numbers, and though not so plen- 
tiful as the common herring, there is no doubt 
but many thousand barrels of them might be 
exported from the Gulph every year, they 
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generally sell at a dollar a barrel higher in the 
Wcsl ladies than the common herring, which 
is a considerable object ; they are taken ia the 
months of May and June, in rivers and brooks 
when very i^iort nets only are required. 

£eU of a very superior kind have long been 
known to be taken on the Island, they are too 
Taluable for the West India market, but have 
Accasionally beeu sent to the Italian market, 
where they are sold by the barrel for double the 
price of salmon, and the demand for them i* 
much greater than can be supplied ; so iii<- Jtidg- 
ment of the value of them may be formed tirom 
the circnmstance of their selling, in so plentiful 
a country as Canada, at sixteen dollars a bar- 
xel: theonlymediodat present inusefor taking 
them, is by spearing for them in the muddy 
flate in our harbours, and eveain that way very 
considerable quantities are taken ; there are 
maay situations in the Island in which the 
method of taking them by placing eel pots in 
mat rivers may be pFa^tased, and tbs bnly at- 
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tempi that has hitherto been made in that Way 
was very successful. 

Mackerel are in great abundanoe on tht 
coast and in the harbours, from the niiddle of 
June till November; taking them with nctl 
has never yet been much practised in our owa 
harbours; the gut of Canso which divides ^ 
Island of Cape Breton from Nova Scotia, and 
the adjacent harbours, are the places where this 
fishery has been chiefly carried on, the distance 
being only from twelve to twenty leagues from 
the Island ; the quantity taken at these har- 
bours is some years very great ; it has beett 
known that, at the harbour of Port Hood, on 
the coast of Cape Breton, after thirty vessels 
had been loaded in a week; aheap offish, sup- 
posed to contain at least a thousand barrels, 
have been left on the beach to rot, for want of 
salt to cure them.' Many American vessels' 
from the New England states load annually iii 
these harbours with mackerel. 
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Cod' are caaght in great plenty in almnst 
every part of the Gulph of St Lawrence, but 
more particularly on the coast of the Island, 
the Bay of CI alcur, and the Straits of Belleisle; 
our pricipal fishing ground extends alt along 
the north coast of the Uland, from the east 
point to the Orphan Bank, which stretch^ con- 
siderably to the northward of the North Cape, 
and the fishing vessels have seldom to go above 
three or four leagues from the shore, where 
thpre is onJy from ten to fifteen fathoms water ; 
&om several parts of the Island an advanta- 
geous boat fishery may be carried on part of , 
the season, as great abundance offish may ofVen 
be had at little more than a mile from the 
shore, and sometimes at a less distance; two 
Qien will at times load a boat twice in a day. 

The fishery carried on from the American 
States in the Gulph of St. Lawrence for some 
years past is very extensive, and is known to 
be one of the greatest sources of the wealth 
of the eastern states, from which .about trro 
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thoutatid schooners of from seventy to one 
bundled tons, are annually sent into the Guiph; 
of these about fouiteen hundred make their 
flsh in liis Straits of Belleisle, and on liie Li-. 
brad or shore, from whence, whatis intended for 
the £urv)peaQ market, is shipped of!; without 
being sent to ih£ir own ports : abouC six hun- 
dred American schooners make their fares on 
the north side of the Island, and ofteo make 
tufo trips' in a season, nrturning to their owa 
ports with' full cargoes, wherei their fish arc, 
dried; the number of men employed in tki« 
fishery is estimated at between iifteea ioi, 
twenty thansuid, and the pro6ts on it arC: 
known to be very great To see such a souj-cc 
of wealth and naval power on oar own coajitii. 
and in our very harbours, abandoned to tlie. 
Americans, is much to be regretted and would 
be distressing were it not tliat the means of le-- 
occupying the whale with such ad%^ntag£8 as 
must soon preclude all competition, is atfonded 
in the cultivation and settlement ot Prince Ed-. 
ward Island. 
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The principal advantage the Americans hai'e* 
hitherto had over the British fislieries on this 
Coast, arises from the cheapness of the oeces- 
■aries of hfe among them, whereby they are 
enabled to build, fit out and provision theii fish- 
ing Craft at a small expence in comparison ta 
what can be dotte from the ports of Great 
Britain and Ireland, which enables them to 
undersell us in every market ; I believe there is 
no person acquainted with the soil and climate 
of Prince Edward Island, but will adroit that it 
ii as fit for producing' provisions of all kinds 
in abundance, as the eastern states, and has 
even some advantages over them in that re- 
spect, as it is welt known that from the nature 
of their climate, they do not produce wheat 
enough to supply themselves with bread corn, 
which they are obliged to import from their sou- 
tliern neighbours. Not only Prince Edward - 
Island, but a great part of the country round 
theGulph of St. Lawrence will produce wheat, 
and every necessary of life in great abundance, 
and from their extent, situation, and natural 
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resources, are calculated to support as DumeT- 
ous, and as powerful a population astheNt'W 
England States ; into whose hands in tiie natu- 
ral course of things this fishery (beiag «a 
their coasts and harbours) must fall, to the 
exclusion I trust at no very distatit day of 
■our republican neighbours ; and to the great 
Ijenefit of die trade and naval resources of 
Great-Britain and Ireland. 

Besides tfce fisticries which have been men- 
tioned, great quantities of salmon are taleea 
in different rivers which run into the Giilph, 
particularly the Restigush which runs into the 
head of the Bay of Cha!e«r, and the River 
Miramicheein the Province of New Brunswick, 
from the former, four thousand Uerces of three 
hundred pounds each, has often been exportcii ia ' 
a year|I ; the salmon fisheries in the rivers on tke 
Coast of Labrador and the Straits of Bellisk-^ 



J I thiak I Biaj T«ntun to nj that ten ill 
Wu cipurted I'OHti the Gulph in ■ Je>r. 
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are at present chiefly in the hands of the Ame- 
ricans, as is also a considerable share of tlie 
Indian trade on that coast, both without any 
other right than sulfcrance. 

If the Americans at such a l^istance, £nd 
the fishery oit this coast so profitable, what 
must it be if carried on from Prince Edward 
Island, so much nearer, and where every thing 
necessary can be produced in as great perfec- 
as in New'England ; there is nothing in the 
American system of management if superior to 
our own, of which the knowledge is not easriy 
obtained,^ and situated as we are, with so many 
fine harbours close to the fishing ground, and 
with a country in which the population, and 
almost every thing necessary for the business 
can be produced and supported, it must he- 
manifest that the greatest part of the fisheries 
in the Gulph and Straits of BelUsle, muit fall 
10 the people of the Island as soon as their 

t Ayd tboiiMiMli at thair l^ruieii if it ■hsuld be tbonghl prapet to on- 
Gsuntje tliam. 
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numbers, and the cultivation of the country, 
will enable them to attend to the business, and 
to reap the benefit of their local situation and 
circumstances. 

The principal fishing posts in Lower Canada 
are at Gaspe, Percee, and Bonaventure Island, 
and labour under the disadvantage of being 
situated in a part of the country incapable of 
producing the necessaries of hfe they consume, 
and in which, after the jishing season is over, 
there is no employment for the people, who arc 
mostly obliged in consequence to go to Quebec, 
in the autumn ; there they scatter over the 
country to seek for employment till the re- 
turn (if the next fishing season ; they are 
then to be collected and sent a distance of 
four hundred miles down the River Sl Lawrence, 
and from the prevalence of the easterly winds in 
the spring, they are often three weeks and a 
month on wages and provisions before they ever 
wet a line for their employers, and sometimes 
lose the first part of the season entirety, which 



Digrr^ibyGoogle 



90? 

IS always the beat : the Nova Scotia Fisheries are 
aim Dmler the same disadvantage of dependit^ 
&» the itnportatioD of provisions for their dailj 
consumption, these are chiefly brooght from 
fhe United States, at an expence which has 
fcccom* ranch too heavy latterly, in conse- 
quence of which, tiie Hslieriea on this coast are 
lH>w become very inconsiderable to what they 
have been : and the greatest part of their pro- 
duce, instead of being directly exported to 
Itie market where it is consumed, is sent to t6e 
American States to pay for provisions , from 
tlieuce it is exported to the West Indies. 

These are circumstances of an unchange- 
able nature ; which point out Prince Edward 
Island, the adjacent coasts of the Continent^ 
and the west coast of Cape Breton, both 
in point of situation, and all the necessary 
njitural advantages, as furnishing the only 
means by wliich the entire occupancy of 
file fisheries in the Gulph and the Straits of 
Bellisle, can be restored to Great-Britain, f 
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I have been informed that if the southern 
whale fishery was attempted from the harbour 
of George Town or Three Rivers on an exten- 
sive scale, that a great many peoj>lc from Nan- 
tucket and other ports in New En^jland, accus- 
tomed to that business, if encouraged, would 
readily settle there, to which, it is said, they 
would be induced, from the consideration tha.t 
they would be enabled to employ the working 
part of their families that do not go to sea, in 
the cultivation of small farms, to have cattle 
and gardens, whereby they ^ould maintain their 
families at a much less e:£pence than when 
settled in a situation where every thing neces- 
sary for their consumption is to be purchased. 
Jt is said that the want of the benefits of such 
a situation was the chief reason which induced 
the people who iiad been settled at Halifax ia 
JJova Scotia, in tlie southern whale fishery, to 
abantlon that place, where there was no means 
,of employing their families, and where every 
thing they consumed was to be purchased. 

X do uol kDaH ithetlMi ihey will ptoducc wbeut, butHbey will muaUiD a 
(Teat niMf cattlr, and tuTciaolheTcetpecUeTtat BdTuiUgei. 
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' If rhi? ;nformation M'hich the author has ham- 
bly attempted to bringforward in the preceding 
Images, has the effect of attracting the attention 
of (hose to the aff^rs of tlie Isleod, on whose 
judgment its future progress depends, his ob- 
ject U'il) be completely attained : and should 
the prospects of advantage to be derived froih 
settling the country, which he has pointed at, 
be so far attended to, as to induce some' per- 
son \t-hose abilities are more equal to the subject 
to euter thereon, and to put it in that light which 
its importance- to the public requires, he wiH 
not doubt of seeing in a short time a consider- 
able portion of that capital, and still more t«- 
luabk spirit and industry, which is now at- 
tracted by the United States, directed to the 
improvement of a British possession whose set- 
tlement and cultivation, he is conBdent wiH 
not only amply reward those who may adventure 
therein but materially contribute to increase the 
Kaval power aud resources of the British 
Empire. 

'^ THE END. 
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